
Youth Tour students 
take the ‘trip of a lifetime’

to Washington, D.C.



“A people that values its privileges 
above its principles soon loses both.” 
  – Dwight D. Eisenhower

ll cooperative businesses around 
the world operate in accordance 
with the seven cooperative prin-

ciples previously mentioned in this 
publication.
 1. Voluntary and Open Membership
 2. Democratic Member Control
 3. Member Economic Participation
 4. Autonomy and Independence
 5. Education, Training and Informa-
tion
 6. Co-operation among Co-opera-
tives
 7. Concern for Community
 Less known is the fact that coopera-
tives have also adopted a set of values 
that helps to put these principles into 
practice.  By adopting these principles 
DEMCO is creating a focused effort to 
meet the goals of providing you with 
safe, reliable and affordable power.
 Cooperatives are based on the val-
ues of self-help, self-responsibility, de-
mocracy, equality, equity and solidarity. 
In the tradition of their founders, co-ops 
believe in the ethical values of honesty, 
openness, social responsibility and car-
ing for others.
 Let’s take a closer look at these val-

ues and see how they impact us here at 
DEMCO.
 The founders of DEMCO created it 
to serve the members that use the elec-
tricity and other services we provide, 
and we continue to do that today. This 
embodies the values of self-help, tak-

ing action and doing what needs to be 
done. We also know we must embrace 
the value of self-responsibility and be 
accountable to you, our member.
 Each member has one vote. This 
ensures that democracy is practiced the 
way it is intended with equality for all 
members. This is a key difference be-
tween co-ops and investor-owned com-
panies where the number of votes you 
have depends on the number of shares 
you own.
 For co-op members, equity has two 
meanings. We strive to treat all of our 
members fairly. It also means that, as a 
member, you have equity (ownership) in 

the co-op.
 While each co-op is autonomous, 
we do act in solidarity with other co-ops 
and our community. We know that we 
can do more for you by partnering with 
other co-ops and like-minded organiza-
tions.
 Your parents were right when they 
said, “honesty is the best policy.” As an 
owner, you have the right to expect us 
to act with openness and in a transpar-
ent manner. We welcome your active 
participation in your co-op.
 Cooperatives have long been identi-
fied as the original socially responsible 
business, meaning we care about the im-
pact we have on the community while 
ensuring we are economically viable. 
 We try to demonstrate our concern 
for the community through caring for 
others every single day, whether it is 
through the DEMCO Foundation or 
supporting another charitable organiza-
tions like Dream Day and United Way.
 By using our values in support of 
our principles since our founding in 
1938, we have been able to serve you 
for the past 77 years and will do so long 
into the future.
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			oN tHe coVer	-	Youth	Tour	del-
egates	Brooks	Courtney,	Thomas	Wolff,	
Molly	Magee	and	Anna	Jolibois	visited	
the	Washington	Monument	during	their	
trip	to	the	nation’s	capital.	For	more	on	
this	story,	see	page	4.
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The founders of DEMCO 
created it to serve the 
members that use the 
electricity and other 
services we provide.

cooperatives value 
principles over privileges

manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo	Ceo	and	general	Manager
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 It’s July, and summer is now in 
full swing, and that means it is time 
for fun in the sun with family and 
friends! 
 As you find yourself spending 
more time outdoors, in your yard or 
around your pool, DEMCO would 
like to remind you and your family 
to stay safe. 
 Planning a home improvement 
project this year? When working 
outdoors, you may be using a vari-
ety of tools, such as extension lad-
ders, power tools, shovels – or even 
paintbrushes equipped with extend-
able arms. 
 All of these items help you get 
the job done but they also have the 
potential to be dangerous if they are 
used improperly. 
 Pay attention to where you place 
metal ladders or where you dig for 
fence posts. Before you start any 
project, always look up and avoid 
making contact with overhead 
power lines. Be sure to keep a mini-
mum of 10 feet between you and 
overhead lines. 
 If you are planning a project that 
requires digging, remember to dial 
“811” first to find out if the area 
you will be working in is clear of 
underground power lines. 
 Power tools should always be 
kept away from wet surfaces, and 
electrical outlets should not be over-
loaded. (Acct. No. 1739501001)

 Exploring the great outdoors 
this summer is a great way to spend 
time with the family, but keep these 
safety tips in mind. 
 Children should never climb 
trees located near power lines – 
always assume an electrical wire 
is live and energized. Fly kites and 
remote-controlled airplanes in large 
open areas like a park or a field, 
safely away from trees and over-
head power lines. 
 Planning to take a dip in the 
pool to stave off the summer heat? 

Electrical devices, such as stereos, 
should be kept at least 10 feet away 
from water sources, and outdoor 
electrical outlets should always be 
covered. 
 If you hear a rumble of thunder, 
exit the pool right away. 
 Speaking of thunder, summer 
storms can be dangerous if you’re 
caught in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. If you find yourself 

outdoors during a storm, move 
toward suitable shelter with covered 
sides, and stick to low-lying ground 
if possible. 
 These are just a few tips to 

remember when you are spending 
time outdoors this summer with 
your family. Have some fun out 
there, and always keep safety in 
mind! 

stay safe exploring the great outdoors this summer
Use these tips to keep your family free from harm

Send us your vacation selfies!
Having big fun with your family 
this summer! 

Share your vacation memories 
with your fellow cooperative 
members and readers of 
Along These Lines magazine. 

Send us your best “selfie” 
photos and we’ll publish them 
in an upcoming issue of 
Along These Lines.

Simply e-mail your jpeg images 
to billygibson@alec.coop by 
July 24, 2015, and we’ll publish 
them as space permits.

Is your home 40 years 
old or older? Your wiring 
may not be up to modern 
requirements. Consider 
having a qualified, licensed 
electrical inspector, an 
electrician or an electri-
cal contractor perform an 
inspection of your home.

Electrical devices, such 
as stereos, should 
be kept at least 10 

feet away from water 
sources, and outdoor 

electrical outlets should 
always be covered.
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 DEMCO sponsored four local students as part of the 
51st Annual Electric Cooperative Youth Tour in Wash-
ington, D.C.
 Representing DEMCO were Brooks Courtney, Anna 
Jolibois, Thomas Wolff and Molly Magee. 
 Since DEMCO began participating in the annual 
Youth Tour program, dozens of local students have 
benefited from what has often been described as a “life 
changing” experience.
 For their bus trip to Washington, the local students 
joined a group of 27 other students and chaperones 
from electric cooperatives across the state and the As-
sociation of Louisiana Electric Cooperatives (ALEC) in 
Baton Rouge where the trip began.
 While in Washington, the students joined more than 
1,600 students from 37 states for the annual program.
 “The purpose of the program is to give local students 
a chance to develop leadership skills, learn how electric 
cooperatives work, see our government in action and 
tour Washington, D.C.,” said DEMCO CEO and Gen-
eral Manager John Vranic. “We’re happy that these four 
local students had a great time in Washington and that 
DEMCO could make this once-in-a-lifetime event pos-

sible for them. I know they learned a lot and represented 
DEMCO well.”
 Jolibois was selected among the students to represent 
Louisiana on the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s (NRECA) Youth Leadership Council 
 DEMCO’s Youth Tour Coordinator David Latona 
said the cooperative is proud to continue supporting the 
worthwhile program that builds leadership skills and 
enriches the lives of each participant. 
 “Working with these young people is a real joy, to 
see them experiencing an important part of our national 
history and heritage for the first time and to know that 
something we are doing is making a difference in their 
lives,” he said.
 During the week-long Youth Tour, the students 
learned about electric co-ops, visited Capitol Hill to 
meet Louisiana Senators and Representatives and had 
the unique chance to act as lobbyists and voice their 
concerns and pose their questions directly to lawmak-
ers. (Acct. No. 80214687001)
 Students also visited the Lincoln Memorial, the 
World War II, Vietnam, and Korean War Memorials, Ar-
lington National Cemetery, the Smithsonian Museums, 
the Crime and Punishment Museum and the Newseum.
 In addition to taking in the sights and sounds of the 
nation’s capital, all the various groups from participat-
ing states in every region of the country convened for 
National Youth Day on June 15 to hear from public 
figures and other inspirational speakers.
 During their trip, the Louisiana students also visited 
the Washington Monument, the Jefferson Memorial, the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial and the Martin 
Luther King Memorial.
 The Rural Electric Youth Tour was inspired in 1957 
by Senator and future President Lyndon B. Johnson. 
During an address to the National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association, he urged attendees to send young 
people to the nation’s capital so they could see first-

hand how the government works and “what that flag 
stands for.”
 NRECA is the national service organization repre-
senting more than 900 private, not-for-profit consumer-
owned electric cooperatives, which provide service to 
42 million people in 47 states.
 Each year, DEMCO covers all expenses to send four 

delegates to the tour. Delegates truly appreciate the 
experience every year, and the 2015 delegates were no 
different. 
 In personal, hand-written notes sent from the na-
tion’s capital, all the Youth Tour winners expressed their 
thanks. To see a video highlighting the trip, visit https://
youtu.be/5WZydmnqfuM.

local students take the ‘trip of a lifetime’ to Washington, D.c.

“the purpose of the program is to 
give local students a chance to 

develop leadership skills, learn how 
electric co-ops work and see our 

government in action.”
- DEMCO CEO and General Manager

John Vranic

Above, Brooks Courtney, Anna Jolibois, Thomas Wolff and Molly Magee visit the White House during their 
tour of Washington, D.C. At top, the group also met with Sen. Bill Cassidy on Capitol Hill.
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- We’ve got you covered -
MUELLER METAL ROOFSMUELLER METAL ROOFS
- We’ve got you covered -

MUELLER METAL ROOFSMUELLER METAL ROOFSMUELLER METAL ROOFSMUELLER METAL ROOFSMUELLER METAL ROOFS

A Mueller metal roof will shelter your family and 

your belongings in every kind of weather — from 

everyday exposure to extreme events like hail, high 

winds and storms. To protect what matters most, 

Mueller has you covered.

www.muellerinc.com

877-2-MUELLER (877-268-3553) 

Mueller Strong - Roofing - LA.indd   1 5/12/15   12:12 PM
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Demco employees recognized 
for years of service to members

 The DEMCO Foundation, a charitable organization established 
to help DEMCO members in times of need, is now accepting ap-
plications to help families who have school-aged children purchase 
school uniforms for 2015-16.
 “Many families find it difficult to make ends meet each month,” 
says Chanon Johnson, Case Manager for the DEMCO Foundation. 
“The expense of school uniforms and supplies can place a burden on 
families with low income.”
 The funds available through the DEMCO Foundation can be 
used in a variety of ways, such as helping members to pay medical 
or pharmacy bills, providing the resources to make a home handicap 
accessible or helping to purchase necessities like food and clothing.  
 Special assistance is also available in times of emergency such 
as in the aftermath of a hurricane, fire, flood or other natural disaster.
 In 2001, the DEMCO Foundation established a new scholarship 
program designed to help DEMCO members who are seeking to bet-
ter their lives through education.  
 The scholarships are valued up to $1,000.00 each and can be 
used by students to help pay for school tuition and book fees at any 
Louisiana college, university or trade school.
 “Helping to purchase school uniforms is just another one of the 
many ways that the DEMCO Foundation provides assistance to 
DEMCO members and helps make our community a better place to 
live,” says Johnson.
 Established in 1997, the DEMCO Foundation is funded through 
a program called Operation Round Up® where DEMCO members 
volunteer to “round up” their monthly electric bills to the nearest 
dollar.  
 The overage amount, which averages $.50 cents per bill and only 
$6.00 per year, is then used by the DEMCO Foundation to assist 
other DEMCO members in their times of need.
 To receive an application for assistance provided through the 
DEMCO Foundation, please call (225) 262-2141, or log on to www.
demco.org, click “Community,” “DEMCO Foundation,” then “Ap-
plication for Assistance.” Applications must be received by July 10, 
2015.

foundation accepting 
applications 

for school uniforms

In the photo above, 
DEMCO employees 
celebrate the retire-
ment of James Wells 
after 36 years of 
service. In the photo 
at left, Darryl Hassell 
congratulates Randy 
Rushing on his recent 
retirement following 35 
years at DEMCO.

 You know those fellows who go 
door-to-door around your neighbor-
hood offering great-sounding deals on 
roofing, driveway paving and gutter 
cleaning? 
 What they are offering might 
sound good as they deliver their pitch, 
but often you won’t like what they 
deliver.
 Politely send them away, and 
warn your neighbors against their 
purported “bargains.”
 Deals that sound too good to be 
true almost always are. 
 So-called remodelers, often with 
out-of-state license plates and un-
marked pickup trucks, troll neighbor-
hoods in the Greater Baton Rouge 
area with the hope that they can coax 
somebody to give them a big down 
payment on a repair job that will never 
get done.
 Sometimes they offer to do a job 
for dirt-cheap with materials left over 
from “a job they just did down the 

street.” Or they climb up on your roof 
or pour a little asphalt on your drive-
way, then take your money and drive 
off…and you’ll never find them again, 
once you discover that the work is 
shoddy or undone, or that the materials 
are of low quality.
 You, the homeowner, should be 

the one to initiate contact with any 
contractor if you need some work done 
around your house—not an unidenti-
fied solicitor who appears out of no-
where. (Acct. No. 9004459001)
 Ask your neighbors and friends 
for referrals to reputable, satisfactory 
contractors they have used. Verify that 

those contractors have valid licenses 
issued by the state of Louisiana. Look 
online to read reviews that their former 
customers may have written about 
them.
 Scam artists surface every summer 
in neighborhoods across the country. 
They’ll say your roof is missing shin-
gles—when it’s not. They’ll say your 
siding needs to be replaced—when it 
doesn’t. They’ll tell you that your air-
conditioning unit is broken— when it’s 
not. 
 Don’t believe them, and don’t hire 
them.
 Also, be aware that DEMCO em-
ployees will not show up at your house 
without first letting you know they’ll 
be there.
 If someone comes to your door 
claiming to work for the cooperative 
or any other electric company, and you 
don’t expect them or recognize their 
identification, exercise the same cau-
tion and call our office to check it out.

Warm weather often means red-hot scams are on the rise



Payment Arrangements
Anytime

Through DEMCO’s upgraded 
automated phone system, 
members can conveniently 
make payment arrangements 
24/7*. That’s just one more 
way DEMCO is making its 
members’ lives a little easier.

*Certain restrictions apply.

225-261-1177
1-800-262-1170

/DEMCOLouisiana 
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 In accordance with the Louisiana 
Public Service Commission’s net meter-
ing order, DEMCO will no longer be 
required to accept new net metering ap-
plications after July 13, 2015.
 Under the order, DEMCO recently 
informed the Commission that the co-
operative has exceeded .5 percent of its 
jurisdictional peak load in net metering 
purchases.
 According to DEMCO CEO and 
General Manager John Vranic, the LPSC 
order does not preclude DEMCO mem-
bers from purchasing, leasing or other-
wise installing photovoltaic solar panels, 
wind turbines or other sources of renew-
able power on their private property. 
 It also does not preclude DEMCO 
members from being eligible for any ap-
plicable state and federal rebate/subsidy 
programs, Vranic said. The LPSC order 
does state, however, that upon exceeding 
the .5 percent cap, DEMCO is neither 
obligated nor required to purchase any 
excess power generated by equipment 
owned or leased by its members.
 “This order was approved by the 
Commission in an effort to make sure 
that the use of solar panels and other 
distributed generation systems owned by 
DEMCO members doesn’t shift the cost 
of service to those DEMCO members 
who don’t have these kinds of systems. 
The order was written in the interest of 
fairness to all members.”
 DEMCO is the fifth cooperative in 
the state of Louisiana to reach the .5 per-

cent cap.
 Vranic explained that cooperatives 
serve the more sparsely populated areas 
of the state and have a greater propor-
tion of solar systems and wind turbines 
in their service area than investor-owned 
utilities.
 Vranic also pointed out that the 
state’s solar subsidy and rebate program 
that has been so lucrative for the solar 
industry over the past few years will be 
gradually phased out in 2017.
 In the recent legislative session, 
Vranic said, lawmakers voted to shore 
up the state’s $1.6 billion budget deficit 
by bringing an end to the subsidy pro-
gram that cost taxpayers $147 million 
since 2009.
 Legislators capped the solar subsidy 
program at roughly $20 million next 
year and put in place tighter fraud con-
trols to keep unscrupulous solar opera-
tors at bay.
 “No state in the country has given 
away more in taxpayer money to prop 
up the solar industry than the state of 
Louisiana,” Vranic said. “Lawmakers 
have made it clear that if solar is going 
to be a source of intermittent power for 
some people, the industry will have to 
stand on its own without the taxpayers 
continuing to support it.”
 The changes, Vranic said, will save 
the state about $19 million next year.
 Altogether, lawmakers raised $559 
million for next year’s budget by scaling 
back a wide array of various tax breaks 

and subsidy programs.
 Vranic said creating incentives for 
homeowners to install solar panels was 
intended to promote renewable energy, 
but the subsidy system and the solar in-
dustry in the state changed in 2009 when 
the rules were changed and solar panel 
leasing companies entered the picture.
 Erich Ponti, a former member of the 
House who sponsored solar legislation 
but has since resigned his seat in the 
Statehouse, indicated during the legis-
lative session that solar panel leasing 
companies changed the dynamics of the 
program and “ruined the solar industry 

for everybody.”
 The solar tax credits began going to 
the leasing companies, which attracted 
Wall Street investment companies that 
aggressively sought to benefit from the 
state’s lucrative subsidies.
 Some consumers realized limited 
savings in their power bills and expe-
rienced unsatisfactory work and unfair 
contract opt-out provisions by installa-
tion companies.
 In the current fiscal year, solar panel 
leasing companied have applied for 
credits worth $45 million, according to 
state figures.

Demco reaches solar cap; lawmakers cut back subsidies

legislation removes exemption 
on business utility use tax

 In their effort to bridge a $1.6 bil-
lion gap in the state budget during the 
recent legislative session, state law-
makers voted to suspend a tax exemp-
tion for businesses that dates back to 
1986.
 The measure means business, in-
dustry and other commercial interests 
in Louisiana will pay a 1 percent tax 
for the use of natural gas, electricity or 
other utilities. The measure does not 
apply to residential ratepayers but does 
include businesses such as restaurants, 
hotels, motels, religious organizations 
and professional office spaces for doc-
tors, lawyers or clinics.
 House Concurrent Resolution No. 
8 took effect on July 1, 2015, and 
businesses will be seeing the increase 
on their electric bills in August. The 
increase will be collected by any util-
ity that provides service to businesses 
- including investor-owned power pro-
viders and electric cooperatives such 
as DEMCO.
 It’s estimated that the tax will raise 
more than $107 million through Aug. 
5, 2016, when the tax will no longer 
be in effect unless it is renewed by the 
state Legislature next year.

 A 1 percent sales tax on business 
utilities and natural gas was enacted 
in 1986 and increased to 4 percent by 
2001.
 Over the next several years, law-
makers reduced the tax to 3.3 percent, 
and in 2008 the state Legislature unan-
imously removed the tax.
 Shortly after the legislative ses-
sion concluded, the Louisiana Chemi-
cal Association filed suit to block the 
measure on the grounds that the tax 
violates the state constitution.
 According to Randy Pierce, CEO 
of the Association of Louisiana Elec-
tric Cooperatives in Baton Rouge, 
state lawmakers were motivated to 
address the budgetary shortfall, espe-
cially as the session reached its con-
clusion.
 “This resolution and other legisla-
tive measures were passed in the final 
hours in an effort to balance the state 
budget. The state has been in a very 
precarious financial position. Although 
the tax has been in place for many 
years, the exemption has been in ef-
fect for almost 30 years, so this feels 
like an entirely new tax to the business 
community.” 
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, July 30, 2015, at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEMCO’s 
headquarters facility located at 16262 
Wax Road, Greenwell Springs, La.

Two-Prong Approach
to Electrical Safety

 Consumers can depend on a pair 
of important safety devices to protect 
them from electrical hazards: ground-
fault circuit interrupters and arc-fault 
circuit interrupters. Each device pro-
tects against different dangers: GFCIs 
address shock hazards while AFCIs 
fight fire hazards.
 Get Grounded - GFCIs have cut the 
number of home electrocutions by half 
since the inception of their widespread 
use, according to the Electrical Safety 
Foundation International. By detecting 
ground faults—an unintentional electric 
path between a source of current and a 
grounded surface—a GFCI protects you 
from severe or fatal electric shocks.

 If you have ever experienced an 
electric shock, it probably happened 
because part of your body contacted an 
electrical current and provided a path to 
the ground. If your body provides the 
path, you could be seriously injured.
 GFCIs constantly monitor electricity 
moving through a circuit. If the current 
flowing out differs from what’s return-
ing, the device quickly switches off.
 Fighting Fire - AFCIs help prevent 
fires caused by arcing faults in dam-
aged wires and cords. Wiring problems 
are associated with more than 40,000 
home fires each year, according to the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
These fires kill more than 350 and 
injure 1,400 victims annually.
 Nominal arcs may happen in the 
brushes of a vacuum sweeper or light 
switch, producing the small electric 
shocks that occasionally surprise us. 
More dangerous arcs can occur in 
frayed cords. When unwanted arcing 
occurs, it generates high temperatures 

that can ignite nearby combustibles 
such as wood, paper and carpets.
 Conventional circuit breakers only 
respond to overloads and short circuits. 
By the time a fuse or circuit cuts power 
to defuse these conditions, a fire may 
have already started. AFCIs use unique 
current-sensing circuitry to discriminate 
between normal and unwanted arcing. 
In the event of an arcing fault, the AFCI 
shuts off the flow of electricity.

Home Remedies for Heat Stress
 In hot weather, profuse sweating and 
inadequate water and salt intake can 
lead to heat-related illnesses.
 Mild heat cramps can progress to 
heat exhaustion or even life-threatening 
heatstroke. Signs of heat exhaustion 
include nausea, dizziness, rapid heart-
beat, low blood pressure and cool, moist 
skin. For mild heat exhaustion, home 
remedies include the following:
 • Move into a cool place out of 
direct sunlight.
 • Lie down and elevate both the feet 

and legs.
 • Remove unnecessary clothing.
 • Drink cool beverages without caf-
feine or alcohol.
 • Cool down with cool compresses, 
sponge baths or a fan.
 • Apply ice packs to the groin, neck 
and armpits, but do not bathe in ice 
water.
 Call 911 if the condition worsens, 
or fainting, confusion, seizures or a 104 
degree or higher fever occurs. These 
symptoms may signify heatstroke, a  
medical emergency.
 Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number Con-
test continues this month with four 
winners in this edition of Along These 
Lines. Before you continue looking 
through this edition for your winning 
number, look for your account number 
printed above your mailing address. 
Locate this number anywhere in this 
issue and win the $25 prize. To claim 
your prize, please call 225-262-3072.

 Serving as a chaperone on the Wash-
ington Youth Tour feels a bit like taking 
a voyage to Gilligan’s Island.
 Every summer, Louisiana’s electric 
co-ops send a group of 25-30 castaways 
- I mean students - to D.C. to learn more 
about the electric co-op movement. And 
each year it seems the characters and 
plots come right out of a comedy prem-
ise dreamed up by Sherwood Schwartz.
 Schwartz, who also gave us such 
campy TV hits as The Brady Bunch and 
My Favorite Martian, could have easi-
ly typecast the crew setting out from the 
tropic port of Baton Rouge last month. 
Representing a cross-section of our 
state, every year the group includes a 
few brawny jocks, a few perky cheer-
leader types, a few brainiacs, some who 
are shy and reserved, and some who are 
Dale Carnegie curve-setters. Toss in a 
beauty queen or two and you’re ready to 
roll the cameras. 
 Gilligan? Well, that has to be me. 
I usually try to provide the comic re-
lief. There’s no guarantee I’ll survive 
spending 35 hours on a charter bus with 
a group of rambunctious road-tripping 
teenagers, but humor improves the odds.
 Whether part of this annual ad-
venture or not, every time I’ve visit-
ed Washington it’s always reminded me 
of Gilligan’s Island, a place of contra-
dictions, irony, buffoonery and implau-
sibility, set apart from the real world, 
seemingly a product of someone’s 
wacky imagination.
 My suspicion is that, at some point 
during their week-long stay, the students 
probably wondered what zany uncharted 
desert isle they were inhabiting. Touring 
all the memorials and monuments was 

tame enough, but some of the political-
ly-charged activity they observed on the 
streets seemed to grab their attention. 
 For instance, while lining up for a 
photo in front of the White House, the 
students stood within a few feet of a fee-
ble old woman seated in a folding chair 
flanked by a patchwork wall of large 
hand-painted signs - Westboro Bap-
tist-style - calling on the U.S. to stop 
supporting Israel. The woman chat-
tered non-stop in a frail, heavily accent-
ed Middle-Eastern voice to anyone who 
walked by about how the U.S. is a ter-
rorist nation with blood on its hands. 
 And as the woman prattled on about 
a complex, intractable, generations-old 
issue the kids didn’t really know much 
about, I think that’s when they realized 
they weren’t in the Boot State anymore.
 I hoped they would realize this was 
what they were there to see first-hand – 
the democratic process in action, peo-
ple in the street vocally yet peaceably 
expressing their opinions, whether you 
agree or not, without being thrown in 
prison. But I think they just wanted to 
move away from the old wind-bag.
 Later that day, the group encoun-
tered more protests while walking along 
The National Mall. One was a parade-
like demonstration where a few dozen 
folks marched while calling for “clean 
power.” As with all public protests, only 

one side of the story was presented. But 
the activists bellowed a clever, catchy 
chant, so I think our students were 
slightly entertained as they made their 
way to the Smithsonian Museums.
 Yet another demonstration was wit-
nessed on the steps of the Lincoln Me-
morial. This event was a call for the 
worldwide elimination of child labor 
and slavery. The keynote speaker, No-
bel Peace Prize winner Kailash Saty-
arthi, was passionate in his delivery, but 
his audience was sparse. Most people 
in that vicinity were less interested in 
the plight of the planet’s 168 million ex-
ploited children than trying to find some 
relief from the 100-degree heat.
 As the stage was being struck, the 
students decided to have their picture 
taken around the individual 7-foot letters 
that spelled out the word “FREEDOM,” 
which served as a dramatic backdrop to 
Satyarthi’s speech. 
 But no sooner had they begun gath-
ering around the letters, an agitated or-
ganizer swept in and waved them away 
with as much passion, anger and vigor 
as Satyarthi had shown at the podium.
 I hoped, again, the students were 
grasping the irony of being shooed away 
from a set of letters that literally spelled 
out the word “FREEDOM,” and may-
be understanding freedom has its limita-
tions. But they seemed more interested 

in grabbing one of the Popsicles being 
peddled by a nearby vendor.
 Still another interesting, yet heart-
breaking, twist occurred just one day af-
ter visiting the Lincoln Memorial and 
reading the text of his second inaugu-
ral address on the north wall. That’s the 
one where Lincoln reminds both sides 
in the Civil War that the God they both 
claim to worship cannot be pleased that 
they’ve tragically decided to destroy one 
another and battle brother-against-broth-
er to the death over an institution that is 
itself morally indefensible. 
 It was later that night that we learned 
a disturbed young man, professing racial 
hatred and inconceivably attempting to 
trigger another Civil War - like the 19th 
century conflict that cost the lives of 
more than 620,000 - and once again turn 
brother against brother, Christian against 
Christian, slaughtered six women and 
three men, in cold blood, during a Bible 
study, in a house of worship. 
 Washington has its flaws, and can 
sometimes seem like a bizarre island set 
apart from the real America that lies be-
yond its borders. But the work that goes 
on there is serious business, where lead-
ership changes, laws get written, people 
argue, and the winds of doctrine blow 
mightily, all without resorting - at least 
theoretically - to violence.
 Hoping that our Youth Tour students 
grasp this lesson and understand how 
blessed we are to live under this form 
of government is the reason Louisiana’s 
electric co-ops support this program. 
And it’s the reason we’ll head back to 
Washington next June.
 To view a video of the trip, visit 
https://youtu.be/5WZydmnqfuM.

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director	of	Communications
Association	of	louisiana	electric	Cooperatives

www.lacountryblog.wordpress.com

sit right back and you’ll hear a tale, a tale of a fateful trip
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Demco 2014 financial statement
“As a member-owned electric cooperative, it 
is our responsibility and our obligation to be 

good stewards of the members’ resources. We 
work very hard to carry out our commitment 

to provide safe, reliable electricity in the most 
cost-effective manner possible.”

- Demco ceo and general manager 
John Vranic

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

By cleaning your 
air conditioner’s 
air ducts, you can 
lower your energy 
consumption by 
between 5 and 15 
percent.

Source: energy.gov
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A+

J.k. Johnson
Denham springs, la

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDermy

Meeting of May 21, 2015
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, May 
21, 2015.  Board President Richard Sit-
man called the meeting to order at 6:00 
p.m.  
 The board then approved the min-
utes of the previous meetings, new 
member list, Treasurer’s Report and 
Operations Committee report as written.  
 From the Purchasing Committee 
Randy Lorio, committee chairman, 
presented the report.  The board then 
approved a resolution accepting bids for 
the following: Chain Electric Company 
for Greens at Millerville Subdivision – 
Phase 3 Underground, the Millerville 

Relocate Overhead to Underground 
at I-12 and the Millerville Crossing at 
I-12 Underground; Ellis Electric Com-
pany for Beaver Creek on the Plains 
Subdivision – 3rd Filing Underground, 
Harvest Manor of Denham Springs 

Underground, and Keystone of Galvez 
Subdivision – 7th and 8th Filing Under-
ground; and the Construction or Equip-
ment Contract Amendment Request for 
Chain Electric Company - Autumn Run 
Subdivision 2nd Filing.
 The board then resolved to accept 
the Dixie Electric Membership Corpo-
ration 2014 Independent Audit Report 
from Mr. Chuck Pevey of Hawthorn, 
Waymouth & Carroll, LLP as presented.
 The board approved a resolution 
reclassifying those accounts disconnect-
ed in January 2015, as uncollectable.  
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.
Leslie Falks presented the Dixie Busi-
ness Center and DEMCO Foundation 
reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
report with no action taken.

Meeting of June 18, 2015
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, June 
18, 2015.  Board President Richard Sit-
man called the meeting to order at 6:00 
p.m. (Acct. No. 80267623001)
 The board then approved the min-
utes of the previous meetings, new 
member list, Treasurer’s Report and 

Operations Committee report as written.  
 From the Purchasing Committee 
report Randy Lorio, committee chair-
man, presented the report. The board 
next approved a resolution to execute 
the following contracts from bids 
received: V-Tech, Inc. for Walmart 
Neighborhood Market Part II and St. 
Amant High School-Freshman Academy 
Phase I.  The committee also presented 
bids for various small tools and supplies 
awarded to HD Supply, Irby, Gresco, 
Midstate and Ruelet companies.
 From the Finance Committee report 
Steve Irving, committee chairman, 
reviewed the Interest, Fuel Cost Adjust-
ment and Financial Summary reports.  
The board approved a resolution reclas-
sifying those accounts disconnected in 
February 2015, as uncollectable. 
 The board then approved a resolu-
tion amending Board Policy 301.008 
(Selection of Employees). 
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.  
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Founda-
tion reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
report with no action taken.

From	the	Board	Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports

W W W . L A O N E C A L L . C O M

If you’re moving dirt, 
811 is the number to know.  

Use it at least two full work days before you begin work. 

That’s all it takes to notify LA One Call members 
so that they can mark their nearby cables and pipelines.  

It’s free.  And it’s the law.
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EXERCISE
PHYSICAL
STRONG
ENDORPHINS
PLAYER
COACH
HUNT
SPORT
HEALTHY
SCRUB
LINE
GARDEN
BODY
BASE
LEAVES
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Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

Playing team sports is one 
way to exercise. But, you can 
also get fit all by yourself. 

Amy, Lisa and Trini each like 
to exercise alone. But their 
reflections are really weird. 
Can you find the differences?

When you use a muscle to push against 
something, that is a resistance exercise. 
Resistance exercises tone muscles 
and keep them strong. They also 
strengthen your bones.

You can get great resistance exercise by 
helping around the house! Here’s how: 
push a vacuum, rake leaves, move 
furniture, scrub the floor or 
even knead bread.

Circle the kids doing a 
resistance exercise.

Who will win the race? Add up the 
numbers along each skater’s path. 
The one with the highest total wins!

Hoeing, bending and digging keeps a garden 
growing and makes your body strong and healthy.

Gerry’s garden is 6 feet by 6 feet. How many 
pepper plants can he plant if the plants need to be 
12 inches from one another as well as 12 inches 

from the fence surrounding the plot?

Ben, Bobbie and Brendan can’t remember who will play 
which base today. Use the coach’s clue to help them out. 
Draw a line from each player to the base they will play.

Baseball Math

The third baseman’s number is twice the 
first baseman’s number plus 2.

Hank 
and Hugo are playing 
some one-on-one 
basketball. Add up 
the numbers on 
the basketballs 
to find out 
which player 
will win.

Exercise makes your 
muscles stronger, helps keep 

you at the right weight and 

makes you feel happy. 

Your heart is a muscle and 

exercise makes it stronger.

A strong heart keeps the 
oxygen flowing to all your 

body parts. Your body parts 

need oxygen to stay healthy!

When you exercise, your 

body makes chemicals called 

endorphins (en-DOOR- 

fins). These chemicals make 

you feel happy.

Look through the 
newspaper to find:

A picture of 
someone 
playing a sport
Someone who 
looks healthy
A place to 
exercise

•

•

•
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The sports pages are a good way to exercise math 
skills. Follow teams and determine the percentages 
of games won and lost. Use baseball statistics to 
unravel the math behind batting averages.

Sports Math
What can you do for 

entertainment that does not 
use electricity? Describe at 

least three different activities 
and what it is about each 

you like best.

This week’s word:
FITNESS

Try to use the word fitness 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The noun fitness means 
healthy and full of energy.

We run laps at school to 
maintain our physical  

fitness.

Complete the circle charts below, 
one for each day of the week. 
Each wedge in the charts equals 
10 minutes. If you dance for 20 
minutes, color in two wedges. If 
you play basketball for one hour, 
fill in an entire circle.
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kEEping CurrEnt: tip #42

Clean or change filters regularly. 
A dirty furnace or A/C filter will 

slow down air flow and make 
the system work harder to keep 

you warm or cool.

saving energy =  
 saving $

At DEMCO we believe that 
knowledge is power, and we 
want all of our members to  
have the power to save money.  
Visit demco.org to learn a 
variety of ways to make your 
home more energy efficient 
and watch the savings add up. 


