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he approach of yet another 
hurricane season takes my 
thoughts back to 2008, which 

marked the worst natural disaster 
to hit the capitol region in recorded 
history.  
 Hurricane Gustav, and later in 
the season Hurricane Ike, dealt a 
devastating blow to our communi-
ties across south Louisiana.
 However, the last two seasons, 
2009 and 2010, were quite mild for 
the communities that are served by 
DEMCO. 
 We are so very thankful for this, 
but we do understand that we are 
not guaranteed mild seasons every 
year. So, we will continue to make 
preparations each year for an emer-
gency situation such as Hurricane 
Gustav, yet we will hope for the best 
- no hurricanes at all.
 You can find it in our mission 
statement to serve you, our valued 
member, and we hope to do so by 
equipping you with the knowledge 
necessary to prepare you and your 
loved ones for hurricane season.
 In this issue of Along These 

Lines you will find resources that 
will help you prepare for the up-
coming hurricane season. The first 
piece found on page 5 addresses 
hurricanes in general. It discusses 
where hurricanes get their names 
as well as other useful information 
regarding the powerful, destructive 
storms.  

 This information may not save 
you from standing in a storm’s path, 
but it may help us all understand 
them a little more.
 Next, on page 6 is an article that 
will help you prepare for hurricanes 
if we should face such a storm in 
our communities. This will help 
you to take some important steps to 
prepare for, and respond to, such an 
event.  
 There is a lot to be said regard-

ing the old adage “an ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure.”  
We hope that you will find this 
information valuable as you prepare 
yourself and loved ones for this hur-
ricane season.
 Finally, and just as important, 
on page 10 you will find safety 
information that is themed around 
hurricane season. Please take a mo-
ment to read this piece and gather 
pertinent information that will keep 
you safe in the event of an extended 
outage or dangerous storm.
 It is our commitment to you, our 
members, that leads us to deliver 
these messages to you here in the 
beginning of hurricane season.  
 As we make preparations for 
what may or may not come in the 
way of a violent storm, it is our 
hope that you will also take measure 
to protect lives and property.  
 As your locally-owned electric 
cooperative, we want to provide you 
with safe, reliable and affordable 
electric power that you have come 
to expect from DEMCO, no matter 
what season it is.
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    The John James Audubon Bridge 
opened with a special ceremony 
on May 5. The span is projected to 
provide an economic boost to the 
area. see story on page 4.

Demco encourages members 
to prepare for hurricane season

T
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manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo Ceo and general Manager

“Hurricane gustav, and 
later in the season 

Hurricane ike, dealt a 
devastating blow to our 

communities.”

Demco linemen receive advanced training

Members of DeMCo’s operations Department recently participated in the level iii portion of the louisiana lineman 
Training Program administered by the Association of louisiana electric Cooperatives in Baton Rouge. shown above, 
from left to right, are James holden, Roy Kyzar, D.J. Doguet, Justin Andrews, Wade Duplessie, Corey sharp, Josh 
Miller, nick saucier, Jared soileau and Travas glascock.
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 East Baton Rouge Director Steve Irving, Livings-
ton Director Dennis Lott, St. Helena Director Richard 
Sitman, and East Feliciana Director Alice Faye Morris 
will return to the DEMCO Board of Directors for a new 
three-year term as each was unopposed in their re-
election effort as the 2011 Annual Membership Meeting 
began.
 Irving, a Baton Rouge attorney who represents 
board district 4, has served as a member of the board 
of directors since 1987.  Irving is Vice-President of the 
Board and serves as Chairperson of DEMCO’s Finance 
Committee and the Rate Committee.  
 He also serves as a member of the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee. He is also a member of the Board of 
Managers for DEMCO Energy Services. 
 In Livingston Parish, district 8, Dennis Lott was 
re-elected to the board of directors for a new three-year 
term.  Dennis Lott was appointed to the DEMCO Board 
of Directors in March of 2009 and received his Director 
Certificate from the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). 
 He is currently the Board’s Secretary-Treasurer and 
a member of the Board’s Finance Committee and the 
Rate Committee.  He is also a member of the Manager 
Evaluation and DESi Board of Managers.  
 East Feliciana Parish’s Alice Faye Morris was 
re-elected to the board of directors representing district 

5.  Morris was 
appointed to the 
DEMCO Board 
of Directors on 
January 4, 2000. 
She is Chairper-
son of the Policy 
Committee, a 
member of the 
Board’s Finance 
Committee, and is 
a member of the 
Manager’s Evalu-
ation Committee. 
 St. Helena 
Parish resident 
Richard “Dickie” 
Sitman, who 
represents district 
10, joined the 
DEMCO board of directors in 1987 and has served as 
the board’s president since 1998.  Prior to his appoint-
ment as president, Sitman had served on numerous 
board committees.  (Acct. No. 8008176802)
 Besides his interest in DEMCO, Sitman is also a 
member of the CoBank Board of Directors.  CoBank 
is one of the nation’s largest financing agencies for 

agricultural related cooperatives and provides bridge 
funding after storm events to enable co-ops to quickly 
tend to widespread damage to their systems.
 Each of the directors expressed their gratitude to 
the members for re-electing them to the board of direc-
tors for a three-year term.
 DEMCO’s 2011 Annual Meeting was held on May 
14th at the headquarters complex on Wax Road.

Demco board representatives re-elected at annual meeting

Shown above is board 
member Faye Morris; at 
right are returning offi-
cers Secretary-treasurer 
Dennis Lott, President 
Richard Sitman and Vice 
President Steve Irving.

Demco honors community leaders
Pictured above, Ascension 
Parish President Tommy Mar-
tinez presents a certificate 
of appreciation to DEMCO 
representatives for service 
to the community. DEMCO is 
honoring local leaders from 
each of the seven parishes 
it serves with events such as 
this appreciation dinner held 
recently in Ascension Par-
ish. Shown from left to right 
are Brent Bradley, Cheryl 
Malbrough, Martinez, Ron 
May, Turk Tynes and David 
Latona. At right, Malbrough 
commends Ascension Parish 
officials for their accomplish-
ments.
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Denham springs, la

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDermy

 The DEMCO Foundation, a chari-
table organization established to help 
DEMCO members in times of need, 
is now accepting applications to help 
families who have school-aged children 
purchase school uniforms for 2011-12.
 “Many families find it difficult to 
make ends meet each month,” says 
Chanon Martin, Case Manager for the 
DEMCO Foundation. “The expense of 
school uniforms and supplies can place 
a burden on families with low income.”
 The funds available through the 
DEMCO Foundation can be used in a 
variety of ways, such as helping mem-
bers to pay medical or pharmacy bills, 
providing the resources to make a home 
handicap accessible or helping to pur-
chase necessities like food and clothing.  
 Special assistance is also available 
in times of emergency such as in the 
aftermath of a hurricane, fire, flood or 

other natural disaster.
 In 2001, the DEMCO Foundation 
established a new scholarship program 
designed to help DEMCO members 
who are seeking to better their lives 
through education.  
 The scholarships are valued up to 
$1,000.00 each and can be used by 
students to help pay for school tuition 
and book fees at any Louisiana college, 
university or trade school.
 “Helping to purchase school uni-
forms is just another one of the many 
ways that the DEMCO Foundation pro-
vides assistance to DEMCO members 
and helps make our community a better 
place to live,” says Martin.
 Established in 1997, the DEMCO 
Foundation is funded through a program 
called Operation Round Up® where 
DEMCO members volunteer to “round 
up” their monthly electric bills to the 

nearest dollar.  
 The overage amount, which aver-
ages $.50 cents per bill and only $6.00 
per year, is then used by the DEMCO 
Foundation to assist other DEMCO 
members in their times of need.

 To receive an application for as-
sistance provided through the DEMCO 
Foundation, please call (225) 665-0317, 
or log on to www.demco.org, click 
“DEMCO Foundation” then “Applica-
tion for assistance.”

Demco foundation accepting applications for school uniforms

 It happened a few weeks ahead 
of the target date, but last month the 
long anticipated John James Audubon 
Bridge opened for traffic to much fan-
fare.
 A project that took $409 million 
and six years to complete, the bridge 
was opened earlier than anticipated due 
to approaching spring flood waters.
 Dozens of local and state lawmak-
aers and other dignitaries were on hand 
to open the bridge as a lengthy column 
of motorists - and even a bicyclist – 
were eager to be the first to cross the 
Mississippi River on the new structure 
linking Pointe Coupee and West Felici-
ana parishes.
 The construction of the bridge also 
marked an end to the ferry service that 
for decades carried roughly 720 vehicles 
across the river each day. As the water 
level rose, the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development grew 
concerned about the safety of the ferry 
system and its riders. After discussions 
were held with contractors working on 
the Audubon Bridge, DOTD decided to 
discontinue the ferry and move up the 
bridge opening by a few weeks.
 “High water closing the ferry would 
have obviously caused an inconve-
nience for commuters, so using the new 
Audubon Bridge was a logical alterna-
tive,” said DOTD Secretary Sherri H. 
LeBas, P.E. “It was 100 percent safe to 
allow traffic on the bridge earlier than 
planned, although there’s still construc-
tion work remaining on the bridge. 
Drivers should be aware that future road 
and bridge impacts may be necessary to 
complete the construction that remains 
on the project.”
 Some at the grand opening com-
mented that the new bridge has been 
a dream  for local and area residents 
reaching back many years.
 As for those involved in the Zachary 
Taylor Parkway project that connects 

central and southeast Louisiana, the 
bridge is a vital link in the key transpor-
tation corridor.
 DEMCO board member Richard 
Sitman, who also represents St. Helena 
Parish on the Zachary Taylor Parkway 
board of directors, said the new span 
– along with its 12 miles of new ac-
cess roads – is the centerpiece of the 
Parkway and should help advance the 
four-lane thoroughfare’s purpose of cre-
ating additional economic opportunities 
for those communities located in eight 
parishes from I-49 in Alexandria to I-59 
near Poplarville, Miss., along La. 10 
and La. 1. 
 “This is a big deal for not only St. 
Francisville and New Roads to have this 
link between U.S. 61 and La. 1, but for 
the entire region as well,” Sitman said. 
“This new access point should increase 
traffic flow, increase visitation, heighten 
awareness of our region and enable 
more people to experience all the great 
things that we have to offer to benefit 
both businesses and families.”
 DEMCO General Manager John 
Vranic said the locally-owned electric 
cooperative is very intentional about 
fulfilling its responsibility to its mem-

bers to work toward improving the qual-
ity of life throughout the seven parishes 
it serves. He said the cooperative has 
stood in solid support of both the Audu-
bon Bridge and the mission of the Zach-
ary Taylor Parkway.
 “We support anything that increases 
opportunities for economic growth for 
the people of Louisiana,” Vranic said. 
“We feel as though this bridge is going 
to make our region more attractive to 
those who are looking to locate their 
businesses here and hire people here. I 
believe it’s a real feather in our cap and 
should translate to more economic ac-
tivity in the near future. Industries such 
as our state’s timber industry should 
benefit right away.”
 He added that it will also be an im-
mediate benefit for Louisiana Generat-
ing and its Big Cajun II power plant 
located along the Mississippi River in 
Pointe Coupee Parish. Louisiana Gen-
erating provides wholesale power for 
DEMCO and eight other electric co-
operatives operating in the state. Each 
year, more than 6,000 tractor trailers 
travel to and from the plant, which em-
ploys roughly 300 workers.
 “Without the bridge,” Vranic said, 

“those haulers would have to travel 
an additional 25-30 miles, so you can 
see how this effectively cuts down on 
freight travel times and expenses, not to 
mention reducing fuel emissions.”
 Zachary Taylor Parkway commis-
sion Chairman J. Curtis Jelks said the 
bridge is a boon for the entire region. 
 “We’re just as excited as we can 
be,” said Jelks. “This is a good thing, 
not only for these two parishes, but for 
all eight parishes.” Jelks said he be-
lieves the bridge never would have been 
built if the commission and a compan-
ion parkway association had not pushed 
for it over the years, along with key 
supporters such as DEMCO.
 “Now we can get to work on im-
proving the Parkway roads,” Jelks said, 
referring to La. 10 and La. 1. 
 The bridge is billed as the longest 
cable-stayed bridge in the Western 
Hemisphere and is also the first design - 
build project undertaken by DOTD. 
 It is part of the Louisiana TIMED 
Program and was constructed by Audu-
bon Bridge Constructors (ABC), a joint 
venture of Flatiron Corporation, Granite 
Construction, and Parsons Transporta-
tion Group. 

New audubon Bridge expected to bring economic boost

Though the Audubon Bridge opened for traffic in May, the final stage of con-
struction is still in progress.
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How hurricanes are named
 since 1953, Atlantic tropical storms have 
been named from lists originated by the na-
tional hurricane Center and now maintained 
and updated by an international committee 
of the World Meteorological organization. 
 The lists featured only women’s names 
until 1979, when men and women’s names 
were alternated. six lists are used in rota-
tion. 
 The only time there is a change in the 
list is if a storm is so deadly or costly that 
the future use of its name on a different 
storm would be inappropriate for reasons of 
sensitivity. if that occurs, then at an annual 
meeting by the WMo committee (called 
primarily to discuss many other issues) the 
offending name is stricken from the list and 
another name is selected to replace it.  
 in keeping with the six-year rotation, 
the 2011 hurricane name list is the same 
as the 2005 hurricane name list although 
four hurricane names were retired after the 
devastating 2005 hurricane season so on 
the 2011 list Dennis was replaced by Don, 
Katrina was replaced by Katia, Rita was 
replaced by Rina, stan was replaced sean, 
and Wilma was replaced by Whitney.
 experience shows that the use of short, 
distinctive given names in written as well 
as spoken communications is quicker and 
less subject to error than the older more 
cumbersome latitude-longitude identification 
methods. These advantages are especially 
important in exchanging detailed storm 
information between hundreds of widely 
scattered stations, coastal installations, and 
ships at sea. (Acct. no. 8010222301)

2011 
Arlene
Bret
Cindy
Don
emily
Franklin
gert
harvey
irene
Jose
Katia
lee
Maria
nate
ophelia
Philippe
Rina
sean
Tammy
Vince
Whitney

2012
Alberto
Beryl
Chris
Debby
ernesto
Florence
gordon
helene
isaac
Joyce
Kirk
leslie
Michael
nadine
oscar
Patty
Rafael
sandy
Tony
Valerie
William

Above, DEMCO represen-
tative Terrie Reed presents 
information to promote 
electric safety to a par-
ticipant at the recent Jump 
Into Summer event at the 
Baton Rouge River Center. 
At left, DEMCO repre-
sentative Brent Bradley, 
left, and Livingston Parish 
President Mike Grimmer 
team up to deliver valuable 
safety messaging to youth 
at the Jump Into Summer 
event.

Demco helps promote electric 
safety at Jump into summer event
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 If you don’t have the right answers to 
the following quiz, you may be flirting with 
disaster for your home or family, cautions 
LSU AgCenter housing specialist Dr. Clau-
dette Reichel. 
 The LSU AgCenter expert says to take 
action you answer “No” or “I don’t know” 
to any of these 20 questions: 
 –Do you have a disaster survival plan? 
 –Have you planned an evacuation route 
and destination? 
 –Do you have an emergency communi-
cation plan (for staying in touch or getting 
messages to friends and family)? 
 –Is your homeowner’s and flood insur-
ance coverage up-to-date and sufficient to 
replace your home and belongings if they 
are damaged or destroyed? 
 –Do you have an inventory of your 
property and belongings? 
 –Do you have copies of your policies, 
inventory, other important papers and valu-
ables in a safe (waterproof and fireproof) 
place? 
 –Do you know how to turn off your 
utilities (electricity, gas and water)? 
 –Do you have a plan and supplies on 
hand to protect and secure your home, 
outdoor items, boat, pool and so forth? 
 –Has your roof been inspected within 
the past six months? 
 –Have you trimmed the trees and 
shrubs around the house? 
 –Has your car been maintained, and 
are the tires, including the spare, in good 
condition? 
 –Do you have a plan of what to do with 
food in your refrigerator and freezer in the 
event of a possible power outage? 
 –Is your emergency phone list up to 
date and handy? 
 –Do you have emergency survival 
supplies such as batteries, radio, flashlights, 
lanterns, fuel, nonperishable food for 

three days, water jugs, manual can opener, 
medicines, traveler’s checks or cash, and so 
forth on hand? 
 –Do you have an emergency supply kit 
for your car? 
 –Do you have a plan of how to take 
care of family members with special needs 
(those with disabilities, infants or the 
elderly) in the event of a disaster? 
 –Have you decided what you will do 
with your animals if you must evacuate 
because of various types of hazards? 
 –Have you budgeted for the added ex-
penses to protect your home, buy supplies, 
evacuate, clean up and recover? 
 –Have you discussed your emergency 
plans, duties and rules with your family? 
 –Do you know that the LSU AgCenter 
offers publications and other free informa-
tion on disaster cleanup and recovery on 
its Web site (www.lsuagcenter.com) and 
through its parish Extension offices across 
the state? 

Keep Foods Safe When Wind Blows
 The loss of power from hurricane 
winds, fire or flood could endanger the 
safety of your food within as little as four 
hours, cautions an expert with the LSU 
AgCenter. 
 “Knowing how to determine if food 
is safe and how to keep it safe is one part 
of planning for an emergency,” says LSU 
AgCenter food and nutrition expert Dr. An-
nrose Guarino. 
 The food safety expert says you should 
always keep meat, poultry, fish and eggs re-
frigerated – and keep frozen foods frozen, 
if possible, when the power is out. While 
power is off, keep refrigerator and freezer 
doors closed to maintain low temperatures, 
she stresses. 
 “A refrigerator will keep food safely 
cold for about four hours if it is unopened,” 
Guarino says, adding, “A full freezer will 

hold the temperature for approximately 48 
hours – or for 24 hours if it is half full – as 
long as the door remains closed.” 
 In addition, Guarino says 50 pounds 
of dry ice should hold an 18-cubic-foot 
freezer that’s full for two days. 
 Coolers are a great help for keeping 
food cold if the power will be out for more 
than four hours. Guarino recommends hav-
ing a couple on hand along with frozen gel 
packs. 
 She also says when your freezer is not 
full, keep items close together, since this 
also helps the food stay cold. 
 “Food thermometers and appliance 
thermometers will help you know if the 
food is at safe temperatures,” says Gua-
rino, who advises that you keep appliance 
thermometers in the refrigerator and freezer 
at all times. “An appliance thermometer 
will always indicate the temperature in the 
refrigerator and freezer no matter how long 
the power has been out.” 
 Refrigerator temperature should be 
40 degrees or lower. Freezer temperature 
should be zero degrees F or lower. 

 “If you’re not sure a particular food 
is cold enough, take its temperature with 
a food thermometer,” Guarino suggests. 
“If a flood threatens or strikes, make sure 
your food storage shelves are safely out of 
the way of contaminated water. Discard all 
food that comes in contact with floodwa-
ters, including canned goods. It is impos-
sible to know if containers were damaged 
or the seal compromised.”  
 In addition, she says to discard wooden 
cutting boards, plastic utensils, baby bottle 
nipples and baby pacifiers that may have 
been contaminated during storms or flood-
ing. (Acct. No. 8019107301)
 “There is no way to clean these items 
safely if they have come in contact with 
contaminated floodwaters,” Guarino says. 
 As for other items in your kitchen, 
Guarino says your cleanup efforts should 
include thoroughly washing metal pans, 
ceramic dishes and utensils with hot, soapy 
water and sanitizing them by boiling them 
in clean water or by immersing them for 
15 minutes in a solution of 1 teaspoon of 
chlorine bleach per quart of water. 

ready for Hurricane season 2011? take this test to find out

shown below, DeMCo representatives Penny Fruge, Cecil garaudy and 
Wendy Armstrong help present the “Big Check”  for $46,575 to the Dream 
Day Foundation. At the annual Fishin’ galore event, DeMCo employees 
donated from their own personal funds throughout the year to make a con-
tribution to this worthy cause. At right, DeMCo employees haley Meadows 
and Quanika Muse present electrical safety demonstrations. At bottom, right, 
Armstrong paints faces at Fishin’ galore.

Demco employees pull together to support Dream Day foundation
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 www.muellerinc.com 
877-2-MUELLER 

When it comes to custom Buildings,

mueller takes it 

 Personal
With Mueller's Choice Series, you can create a steel building for your 
own personal needs. Based on your ideas, our experienced engineers 
will design a customized structure just for you. Then, the Mueller 
team will manufacture it to the highest quality standards. Every step 
of the way, a Mueller representative will give you the extra-personal 
attention you deserve.

call, click or come By 
one of our 30 locations  

for a free estimate.

9428 LAOKNM.indd   1 5/3/11   10:21 AM
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 16, 2011 at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEMCO’s 
headquarters facility located at 16262 
Wax Road, Central, La.

In-home displays
 To help raise awareness of energy 
use, increasing numbers of consum-
ers are considering installing in-home 
displays - devices that show how much 
energy a home uses at any given time.
 Most in-home displays connect 
to a co-op’s advanced metering infra-
structure system to provide real-time 
pricing; when the price of generating 
electricity rises, the unit sends a signal 
for you to begin conserving energy. 
Some models even allow you to set 
an energy-savings goal and track your 
progress online through a free energy 
use web portal like Google PowerMeter 
or Microsoft Hohm.
 But no matter the features, folks 
who use in-home displays are likely 

to save 6-10 percent annually on their 
electric bills, according to studies by 
the Cooperative Research Network 
(CRN), an arm of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association.  
 Even after people stop actively pay-
ing attention to the displays, electric 
use behavior often changes permanent-
ly - on average, homeowners who “for-
get” about the displays may consume 
1 to 3 percent less energy than before 
they had one. By using less electricity, 
consumers help electric co-ops shave 
their load. This saves everyone money 
in the long run by delaying the co-op’s 
need to build power plants or purchase 
additional wholesale power in a com-
petitive market.
 The most effective displays are 
easy to understand, interactive, and 
show electric use of individual appli-
ances, says Brian Sloboda, CRN senior 
program manager. “These devices are 
best for those who are comfortable with 
gadgets, and possibly those with higher 

home energy use.
 “People considering in-home dis-
plays should have a desire to reduce or 
at least understand their energy use,” 
Sloboda adds. In-home displays typi-
cally cost between $100-$200, depend-
ing on features.

Peace of mind on vacation
 Summer vacations are hard to pull 
off these days, so it’s important that 
trip-takers have peace of mind while 
away. Fires can start when lightning 
storms strike electronics or small 
appliances; burglaries tend to increase 
because folks aren’t at home. 
 The electrical safety checklist 
below will help you decrease the risk 
of problems occurring while on vaca-
tion: 
 1. Turn off all electrical appliances, 
including toaster ovens, stoves, and 
curling irons.
 2. Unplug television sets and com-
puters - these items are especially sus-
ceptible to lightning and power surges.

 3. Use a timer on indoor lights. 
Look for one that can be set to a ran-
dom pattern rather than regular times 
throughout the day.
 4. Install motion-detecting lights 
outdoors.
 5. Set the thermostat to 80 degrees 
in the summer and 55 degrees in the 
winter if you plan to leave for an 
extended period of time.
 6. Give your house key to a neigh-
bor and make sure he or she has a num-
ber where you can be reached.
 Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number Con-
test continues this month with four 
winners in this edition of Along These 
Lines. Before you continue looking 
through this edition for your winning 
number, look for your account number 
printed above your mailing address. 
Locate this number anywhere in this 
issue and win the $25 prize. To claim 
your prize, please call 261-1221, ext. 
400.

We don’t require a license to parent, but maybe we should
 When I saw the words “Tiger Mom” 
in the headlines a few months ago, I 
expected a story about Kultida Woods.
 I figured it would be the one article 
I’d been waiting to read since world 
famous golfer Tiger Woods was raked 
over the coals for his moral failures, the 
story where his mom Kultida rises to her 
son’s defense by questioning the moral 
fiber of the scores of seductresses who 
for power, fame, money, lust, love, bore-
dom or whatever, decided it was okay to 
engage in a physically intimate relation-
ship with a man who had a wife and two 
kids at home. 
 I figured Tiger’s mother would be 
thinking, well, if her son was betraying 
the trust of his family by behaving like 
a cad, what about all those cad-ettes out 
there? I figured she might want to point 
out that it usually takes two to tango.
 But the story wasn’t about Tiger 
Woods and his carousing at all. It was 
an item about that book by author 
Amy Chua, “Battle Hymn of the Tiger 
Mother,” which was released earlier this 
year and stirred up a full-scale storm 
over the topic of proper parenting.
 Because parenting is a responsibil-
ity most of us end up assuming at some 
point in our lives, it’s a topic that stirs 
up strong feelings and deep passions on 
many different levels.
 Chua sparked a heated controversy 
by suggesting that mothers here in 
America ought to quit coddling their 
porcelain children and apply some of the 
same strict measures she claims mothers 
in Asian cultures favor, such as discour-
aging your child to have friends, making 
them practice a musical instrument three 
hours a day and constantly demeaning 

and belittling them in an effort to build 
up their character.
 Once Chua hit the talk show circuit 
to discuss the parenting style advocated 
in her book, there came the inevitable 
cries from those on the other side of the 
spectrum who champion a softer, gentler 
style of child-rearing. Though Chua 
explained that many of her comments 
were misconstrued, she was still branded 
as the mother spawned straight from the 
demonic brimstone nether reaches of the 
underworld.
 In any event, right on cue, giving the 
gum-flappers even more reason to sound 
the alarm over bad parenting came the 
Octo-mom Sudia Suleman who was 
shown in a video dressed as a domi-
natrix chasing around an overweight 
guy in diapers and swatting him on his 
bahootna with a whip. And the church 
leader out in Colorado who admitted to 
sexually abusing his own three daugh-
ters. And, of course, enter Charlie Sheen.
 Back when I was in graduate school 
sitting around the table with my fellow 
deadbeat journalism students debating 
high-minded concepts such as social 
responsibility of the Fourth Estate and 
the dialectic model of mass communica-
tion, we had a professor who spent most 
of his academic career proclaiming that 
journalists should be required to hold a 

license to practice.
 Mind you, this was back in the 1980s 
before the internet opened Pandora’s 
mass media box and journalism was still 
an institution largely run by distin-
guished or semi-distinguished adults. 
Collectively, these gatekeepers were 
central to a commercial-based indus-
try populated by a class of egalitarian 
progressives who controlled much of the 
news industry and determined the direc-
tion and tenor of the public debate, not 
some 12-year-old with a keyboard and a 
Google account. The National Enquirer, 
emblematic of the dumbing down of our 
society with its corrosive effect on the 
public mind, was just getting cranked up 
and causing J-profs to wring their hands.
 I never fell on either side of the me-
dia licensing argument, but at this point 
I’m thinking that requiring a license to 
practice parenting is not such a bad idea. 
 The parent licensing board could go 
back and fourth about what the restric-
tions should be and what should actually 
be on the exam. They could weigh, in 
the case of the Octo-mom for instance, 
whether or not you would be allowed to 
have eight more kids if you’ve already 
got six kids at home you can’t feed. 
They could nail down the specifics on 
step-parenting, same-sex parenting, 
adoptive parenting, disciplinary proce-

dures, schooling, socialization and all 
those other sticky situations.
 If it were up to me, the test to earn 
your parenting credentials would consist 
of one essay question: “Are you done 
getting your groove on? Yes or no? 
Explain.”
 To me, the most common element I 
see in the worst cases of bad parenting 
boils down to a defenseless innocent 
child simply, yet sadly, getting caught 
standing in the way of that parent and 
his or her groove. 
 People become parents before 
they’re done, as an earlier generation put 
it, sowing their wild oats and innocent 
children get neglected or harmed in the 
process. It requires an all-in commitment 
that some aren’t prepared to make.
 It’s healthy for those of us who are 
raising children to retain our individual-
ism, but to be found worthy of a license 
to parent we really need to rid ourselves 
of outside, selfish distractions that don’t 
contribute in a positive way to the wel-
fare of our families.
 It’s not easy. We all fall short and 
there are so many temptations, some that 
are hard to even recognize as tempta-
tions. The iPhone, for example, is a great 
tool that enables me to share “face time” 
with my kids when I’m away on busi-
ness. But when I’m home, I need to put 
that stupid thing down. I’d like a dime 
for every time I’ve seen a parent with 
their nose glued to an iPhone screen 
while the child is standing there staring 
at the sky or playing on the monkey bars 
without being watched.
 No doubt, parenting is tough. I 
just hope that if a license is ever really 
required, I can get grandfathered in.

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director of Communications
Association of louisiana electric Cooperatives
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 DEMCO will accept sealed bids from members of the cooperative until 12 noon, 
Thursday, July 7, 2011, for surplus vehicles.
 All bidders must be members of DEMCO to have their bids considered in this 
sale. If there are no successful bidders from the DEMCO membership, the vehicles 
will be sold at public auction.
 Bids must be submitted on the form provided below or on a similar form, avail-
able at DEMCO’s headquarters facility, 16262 Wax Road, Greenwell Springs, La.
 All bids must be sealed and must fully comply with the “Instructions to Bidders.” 
To be considered, all bids must be returned no later than 12 noon., Thursday, July 7, 
2011. Vehicles to be sold are as follows: (VIN – last eight numbers/letters)

1. Unit 12 -  1999 Chevrolet 1500 Long Wheel Base – No Bed
 134,322 Miles – VIN# XE248256
2. Unit 15.1 -  2000 Chevrolet 1500 Extra Cab – Short Bed
 176,276 Miles – VIN#Y1344877
3. Unit 26 - Stahl Utility Bed – 8 ft.
4. Unit 36 - 2004 Chevrolet 2500 hd – Wrecked
 VIN# 4E319483
5. Unit 44  - 2005 Chevrolet 2500 hd – Extra Cab – Long Bed (Utility)
 140,617 Miles – VIN# 5E290796
6. Unit 50 - Stahl Utility Bed – 8 ft.
7. Unit 63  - 2005 Chevrolet 2500 hd, 4x4 with Utility Bed
 123,887 Miles – VIN# 5E285988
8. Unit 73 -  2006 Chevrolet 2500 hd, 4x4 with Utility Bed
 129,417 Miles – VIN# 6E263276
9. Unit 83.1  - 2001 Chevrolet 1500 – Extra Cab – Short Bed
 195,498 Miles – VIN#11335153
10. Unit 88.1 -  2001 Chevrolet 1500 – Extra Cab – Short Bed
 207,277 Miles – VIN#11333609
11. Unit 95 -  2005 Chevrolet 2500 hd, 4x4 with Utility Bed
 119,502 Miles – VIN# 5E287034
12. Unit 119 - 1995 Yamaha 4-Wheeler (Does Not Run)
13.  Unit 137.1 - 2005 2500 hd – Wrecked
 VIN# 5E295927
14. Unit 157.1 -  2001 Chevrolet 1500 Extra Cab – Short Bed
 171,383 Miles – VIN# 11337467
15. Unit 158 - 2004 Chevrolet 2500 hd – Burnt
16. Unit 161 - Stahl Utility Bed – 8 ft.
17. Unit 180 -  2001 Chevrolet 2500 Cargo Van – Bad Engine
 150,545 Miles – VIN#11130950
18. FMC Chemical Sprayer (Not Working)
19.  KUBOTA Tractor – B8200 – 1200 hours (Does Not Run)

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS
 1.  All information requested on the vehicle bid form must be completed by the 
bidder.
 2. Insert completed bid form in a sealed envelope. (Please do not include the bid 
form with your monthly bill payment.)
 3. Mark outside of envelope with Vehicle Bid, Unit #, bid date and Attention: 
Purchasing Committee.
 4. Bids will be accepted by DEMCO at the headquarters’ complex, 16262 Wax 
Road, Greenwell Springs, LA, or by mail, Purchasing Committee, DEMCO, P. O. 
Box 15659, Baton Rouge, LA 70895, only.
 5. DEMCO reserves the right to reject any bid.
 6. All vehicles sold “as is”, “where is”, with all bids final.
 7. Bids must be received by DEMCO no later than 12 noon, Thursday, July 7, 
2011.
 8. Beginning Tuesday, June 7, 2011 vehicles may be inspected Tuesday through 
Thursday, 10 a.m. until 12 noon, at the DEMCO Headquarters, 16262 Wax Road, 
Greenwell Springs, LA.

surplus vehicle bids due July 7 apply now for the Demco 
foundation scholarship program

 The purpose of the DEMCO Foun-
dation Scholarship Program is to pro-
vide assistance to DEMCO members 
who are financially needy and seeking 
to better themselves through trade 
school, vocational or technical school, 
community college and/or other forms 
of educational programs in the state of 
Louisiana. 

TERMS 
 The deadline for scholarship ap-
plications is June 20th for the Fall 
semester, and December 21st for the 
Spring Semester. Up to 20 scholar-
ships in amounts up to $1,000.00 may 
be awarded each semester.
 Funds are to be used 
for payment of educa-
tional expenses such as 
tuition, books, and fees. 
Payment of scholarships 
will be made directly to 
the applicant’s school of 
attendance. 

ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS

 Applicant must qual-
ify based upon his/her 
financial need. Financial 
need shall be determined 
based upon information 
provided to the DEMCO 
Foundation including 
parental and/or spousal 
support, cost of educa-
tion, and any other schol-
arships, funds, or grants 
received. 
 Applicant must pos-
sess a high school di-
ploma or equivalent. 
 Applicant must be a 
legal citizen of the Unit-
ed States of America. 
 Applicant must be 
a DEMCO member, as defined by 
DEMCO Foundation Bylaws (see defi-
nition below). 
 Applicant must have no felony 
convictions. 
 Applicant must plan to attend a 
trade school, vocational or technical 
school, community college or other 
such Louisiana institution.
 Applicant must submit a com-
pleted DEMCO Foundation Scholar-
ship Application and all supporting 
documentation to the address listed 
below. The application package should 
include the following: 
 1. an official transcript including 
the most recently completed course-
work
 2. a 2.5 cumulative GPA on an 
overall 4.0 scale 
 3. a summary of work and/or 
extra-curricular activities 
 4. a minimum of three (3) letters 
of recommendation of which none can 

be from a family member
 5. an acceptance letter from the 
school of choice for first time or trans-
ferring students 
 6. a cover letter by the applicant 
detailing financial need and reasons 
for consideration 
 Please note: All must be submitted 
by 4:00 p.m. central daylight time of 
deadline date of June 20th for Fall se-
mester and December 21st for Spring 
semester.

SCHOLARSHIP 
LIMITATION 

 Prior scholarship recipients are eli-
gible to apply for a maximum lifetime 

scholarship award of four (4) semes-
ters per individual. 
 Please note: Applicants must sub-
mit a completed application package 
for each semester in which they intend 
to apply. (Acct. No. 8022629501)
 Excerpt from ARTICLE II, DEM-
CO Foundation Bylaws Definition of 
DEMCO Member: For the purposes of 
these Articles of Incorporation, DEM-
CO members are defined as those 
individuals who are members of Dixie 
Electric Membership Corporation and 
the members of their immediate family.
 Members of the immediate family 
shall mean those natural persons reg-
ularly residing in the member’s home 
which is served by DEMCO.
 Contact:
 DEMCO Foundation 
 attn. Chanon Martin
 1810 S. Range Avenue, Suite 2 
 Denham Springs, LA 70726 
 Phone (225) 665-0317 

	   	  
DEMCO	  Surplus	  Property	  BID	  FORM	  

	  
Unit	  #:	  ______________________________________________	  
	  
Bidder’s	  Name:	  ___________________________________________________	  
	  
Bidder’s	  Mailing	  Address:	  __________________________________________	  
	  
_________________________________________	  Zip:	  __________________	  
	  
Bidder’s	  Telephone	  #:	  ________________________________________	  
	  
Bid	  Opening	  Date:	  ___________________	  	  	  Bid	  Price:	  ___________________	  
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Meeting of April 21, 2011
 The board of directors of 
DEMCO held its regular meeting 
Thursday, April 21, 2011.  Board 
President Richard Sitman called the 
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the 
minutes of the previous meetings, 
new member list, Treasurer’s report 
and Operations Committee report as 
written.  The board next resolved to 
approve the 2011 Summer Worker 
Program. 
 From the Purchasing Commit-
tee report Randy Lorio, committee 
chairman, presented bids received.  
The board then approved resolu-
tions accepting the following bids:  
Chain Electric Company for Central 
Middle School (underground).  The 
board then resolved to rebid surplus 
vehicles for 2011 and further, does 
not accept any of the bids from April 
7, 2011.
 From the Finance Committee 
report Steve Irving, committee chair-
man, reviewed the Interest, Fuel Cost 
Adjustment and Financial Summary 
reports.  The board approved a reso-
lution reclassifying those accounts 
disconnected in December 2010 
as uncollectable.  The board then 
resolved to approve revisions to the 
2011 DEMCO Budget as recom-
mended by management.
 Next the board adopted a policy 

that requires the establishing and 
maintaining of a written standard 
policy relation to the Interconnection 
of Distributed Resources having an 
installed capacity of not more than 
10 megavolt amperes (MVA) at the 
point of common coupling.
 The board then resolved to 
approve a resolution that the Dixie 
Electric Membership Corporation 
Board of Directors hereby ratifies 
the action taken by management to 
reprice ten CFC loans.
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.
Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Foun-
dation reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s report with no action taken.
Louis Lambert presented the 
Attorney’s report.  The board then 
approved a three-year regulatory 
consulting contract with Louis J. 
Lambert and a three-year contract 

with Taylor Porter law firm for board 
and corporate counsel.

Meeting of May 14, 2011
 The board of directors of 
DEMCO held an organizational 
meeting on May 14, 2011 following 
the completion of the Annual Meet-
ing.
 The board approved a resolu-
tion appointing officers of the board 
(Richard Sitman, President; Steve 
Irving, Vice President; and Dennis 
Lott, Secretary-Treasurer).

Meeting of May 19, 2011
 The board of directors of 
DEMCO held its regular meeting 
Thursday, May 19, 2011.  Board 
President Richard Sitman called the 
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the 
minutes of the previous meetings, 
new member list, Treasurer’s report 
and Operations Committee report as 
written.  The board then resolved to 
authorize John D. Vranic, CEO and 
General Manager to certify to the 
Rural Utility Service that the Emer-

gency Response Plan was updated.  
 From the Purchasing Commit-
tee report Randy Lorio, committee 
chairman, presented bids received.  
The board then approved resolutions 
accepting the following bids:  CA-
PAR Electric, Inc. for Clinton West 
Three-Phase Relocation; Ellis Elec-
tric Co., Inc. for Keystone of Galvez, 
Third Filing (underground).
 From the Finance Committee 
report Steve Irving, committee chair-
man, reviewed the Interest, Fuel Cost 
Adjustment and Financial Summary 
reports.  The board approved a reso-
lution reclassifying those accounts 
disconnected in January 2011 as 
uncollectable.  
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Foun-
dation reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
report with no action taken.

From the Board Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports
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Our People - Your Power

No one looks forward to paying bills. However, DEMCO makes the process more convenient 

with online bill pay. You can better manage your monthly payments by signing up for DEMCO’s 

Bankdraft option, so your bill will always be paid on time. You can also pay online using an 

e-check or credit card. Log on to DEMCO.org for details, and add a little convenience to your life. 

DEMCO puts the power in your hands!

We’re DEMCO, but to our 
  members we’re known as 

demco.org


