
Swamp worthy
Denham Springs buddies are bitten

by the boat-building bug



s we dive into this spring season, 
I look back on a winter that was 
colder than average. We watched 
as much of the country was blan-

keted in a soft cloud of frozen precipita-
tion. This also caused many problems 
for electric utilities.
 That being said, we were fortu-
nate to not have experienced serious 
or severe inclement weather. We are 
no stranger to this as we have had our 
share of such weather in the recent past.  
 So throughout this wintry weather, 
we continued to make our preparations 
to be able to respond in a timely manner 
to any damage caused by such an event. 
Thankfully, we were not hit by hard 
freezes or excess frozen precipitation. 
 The preparation we make for storms 
is similar to the forethought and plan-
ning we do to secure your cooperative 
with safe, reliable and affordable elec-
tric power.
 It is times like this that make me 
proud to be a part of a caring coopera-
tive bringing you, our members, power 
when you need it most.  
 In our own communities the tem-
peratures dropped dangerously low, and 
our dedicated men and women were 

available to you to address any concerns 
you may have experienced.  
 Reflective of our nation’s aging 
population, there are so many elderly 
members in our service area that can be 
sensitive to drastic changes in weather. 
Also, many individuals rely on electric 
power for life-sustaining equipment. It 
is individuals like this that I think of 
most during such winters.  
 The preparations we make when 
storms threaten are also represented in 
the thoughts and planning made when 
considering our entire electric grid. As 
we take great care in equipping our 
service trucks with the proper materials 
to handle inclement weather, we also 
strive to look ahead to make system 
improvements that will better serve our 
members.
 Several years ago your board of 
directors worked diligently to guide 
DEMCO through a comprehensive four-
year construction work plan. This plan 
brought expansion to areas of our infra-
structure that would meet the needs of 
your growing communities.  
 Many of the parishes we serve are 
well ahead of the curve when growth 
is considered. Large infrastructure im-

provements were made such as new 
conductors being added to areas to up-
grade capacity, automated technologies 
being placed, and additional substations 
were constructed and brought on line 
such as our latest project at Thompson 
Creek.  
 This substation in the Port Hudson 
area will soon be a part of this list of 
completed projects. It will serve areas 
of West Feliciana, East Feliciana as well 
as the city of Zachary.  
 Improvements such as these allow 
us to better serve you with the safe, reli-
able and affordable electricity you have 
come to expect from DEMCO.
 DEMCO will continue to strive and 
make expansions and improvements 
that will benefit you. As this four-year 
construction work plan comes to a close 
in 2011 we will begin to draft the next 
plan for development.  
 This plan will lead us into the next 
stage of continuing to serve you, our 
valued members, better.
 As one of the largest electric co-
operatives in the country, we feel that 
staying on the cusp of technology and 
development will allow us to continue 
to meet and exceed your expectations.
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on the cover
    Jules lambert and Keith Felder 
are two life-long friends who share 
a love of building wooden boats in 
the style of previous generations. 
see story on page 6.

DeMco service area escapes 
severe winter storms

A
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Manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo Ceo and general Manager

 In January, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) began using 
authority under the Clean Air Act to 
regulate six greenhouse gases, including 
carbon dioxide, blamed for contributing 
to climate change. Fossil fuels like coal 
and natural gas, when burned, emit car-
bon dioxide. Since 49 percent of Ameri-
can electricity is generated by coal and 
natural gas plants generate another 20 
percent, the majority of American house-
holds will be affected by this new rule. 
 In 1970, Congress passed the Clean 
Air Act, which sought to limit the re-
lease of air pollution from stationary 
sources, like power plants, factories, and 
refineries, and mobile sources, like cars. 
In the same year, Congress created the 
EPA to implement requirements of the 
Clean Air Act. Later amendments to the 
Clean Air Act in 1977 and 1990 gave the 
EPA even more authority.
 EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson 
calls the federal Clean Air Act “one of 
the most important and beneficial pieces 
of legislation in our nation’s history. 
First and foremost, it has protected the 
American people. It is literally a life-
saver. We estimate that it has prevented 

tens of thousands of premature deaths 
each and every year.”
 Since 1970, energy consumption has 
increased by 50 percent nationally while 
vehicle use has increased by almost 200 
percent. In the same span, the six most 
common air pollutants have decreased 
by more than 50 percent; pollution from 
large industrial sources, such as chemi-
cal plants, has been reduced by nearly 
70 percent; exhaust from new cars is 
more than 90 percent cleaner than mod-
els 40 years ago; and manufacturing 
of most ozone-depleting chemicals has 
ceased.
 However, when previous EPA rules 

to curb pollutants were implemented, 
proven and commercially available tech-
nology existed to reduce targeted emis-
sions. Unfortunately, methods, tools, 
and equipment to limit carbon dioxide 
emissions are just now being tested. As 
a result, carbon dioxide controls will be 
exorbitantly expensive.
 “The Clean Air Act as written was 
never designed to deal with carbon di-
oxide, and it could be awkward at best 
and probably a disaster, at worst,” warns 
Glenn English, CEO of the Arlington, 
Va.-based National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association (NRECA).
 New government regulations will 
almost certainly drive up our costs for 
power and materials. 
 “Given all of the pressures, we 
need to communicate effectively with 
our consumers,” remarks Randy Pierce, 
CEO of the Association of Louisiana 
Electric Cooperatives. “We need to as-
sure them that we’re working together 
to keep electric bills affordable and con-
trolling costs through innovation. And 
just as we have since we were founded 
more than 70 years ago, we’ll continue 
to put our members first.”

What the clean air act means to you



 DEMCO Energy Services, LLC, officials recently 
announced important changes affecting its strike-
safe™ residential surge protection program. As of 
Feb. 15, 2011, DeMCo terminated the leased surge 
protection program with its entergy customers. At the 
present time the service will be provided exclusively 
to its DeMCo members who are currently enrolled in the program and are 
presently receiving the surge protection service. 
 effective April 1, 2011, the price for strikesafe™ residential surge protec-
tion for existing customers will increase from $7.49 to $7.95 per month. This 
increase is necessary to defray rising industry and operational costs, and will 
assist in maintaining an efficient program focused on quality customer service 
and satisfaction. For more information, please call 225-261-1221 ext. 230.    
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 DeMCo Manager of Member and 
Public Relations David latona (right) 
represented the cooperative to show 
community support for the Dreams 
Come True Foundation at guaranty 
Broadcasting. he is joined by scotty 
Drake, D.J. at eagle 98.1. DeMCo 
once again sponsored the Dreams 
Come True radiothon featured on all 
five of Guaranty’s local radio stations.

DeMco supports
Dreams come true

attention strikesafetM customers

 DeMco has added a new payment drop box location!  
ardillo’s grocery in amite, louisiana is proud to offer this 
great service to our members. ardillo’s grocery, phone: 
(985) 748-9040, 11128 Highway 16, amite, la

Clip this coupon and 
present it at DEMCO’s 
booth #910 and you will 
receive a free gift!

     The Capital Region Builders Association will present the 
34th home & garden show at the Baton Rouge River Center 
on March 12-13, 2011. This annual show is the area’s Original 
home & garden show and is the largest promotion of products 
and services for all homeowners and builders in the greater 
Baton Rouge area. see you there! 

see you at the Habitat show!

New drop box location

 Most of us think we’re too smart to fall for a scam. 
Yet every year thousands of folks are separated from 
their hard-earned dollars by putting their faith and trust in 
another person’s sales pitch. 
 There’s no shortage of hucksters pretending to help 
consumers save energy. These types of scams generally 
center on misstatements of science or confusion over an 
electric utility’s energy efficiency programs. 
 The most popular scam right now involves a device 
that promises to save energy without requiring you to 
make any changes in behavior, turn anything off, or adjust 
the thermostat. People who sell these “little boxes” often 
claim outrageous energy savings—sometimes as much 
as 30 percent or more - couched around legitimate utility 
terms like power conditioning, capacitors, and power fac-
tor. (Acct. No. 8007302501)
 The marketing spiel usually goes something like this: 
The model being sold will control alternating current 
power factor and reduce electric bills. It will condition 
your power and make appliances last longer. It uses no 
power and has no moving parts. It will make motors in 
your home run better. 
 Accompanying materials often caution “your utility 
doesn’t want you to know about this device.” That last 
part is true—because these boxes are a rip-off.
 What’s the reality? While electric co-ops use various 
components to correct power factor for commercial and 
industrial consumers, power factor correction is not a 
concern with homes. 
 Engineers at the University of Texas concluded that 
one of the units could produce no more than a 0.06 per-
cent reduction in electric use in an average house. 
 The Electric Power Research Institute, a Palo Alto, 
Calif.-based non-profit research consortium made up of 

electric utilities, including electric cooperatives, recently 
tested one of the most popular residential power factor 
correction products and found that it generated average 
power savings of just 0.23 percent—far from the 30 per-
cent claimed by its manufacturer. At that rate, it would 
take a typical homeowner more than 70 years to recoup 
his or her investment. 
 In short, these devices are nothing more 
than ordinary capacitors employed in elec-
tronic circuits to store energy or differentiate 
between high- and low-frequency signals. 
Companies selling these products change 
names quickly and often, and move from 
town to town looking for new victims. 
 There are several questions you should 
ask a sales representative when reading an ad 
for the next magical cure-all:
 1. Does the product violate the laws of 
science? For example, does it claim to be 
capable of “changing of the molecular struc-
ture…to release never-before tapped power.” 
If true, the invention would quickly be sold 
in every store across nation, not marketed 
through fliers or a poorly designed website. 
 2. Was the product tested by an indepen-
dent group? If the performance of the prod-
uct was not tested and certified by a lab or 
entity not connected to the company selling 
it, be very skeptical. 
 3. Is it too good to be true? If so, it prob-
ably is. A video getting play on the Internet 
shows a consumer reporter for a television 
station testing one of these little boxes. By 
looking at electric bills before and after 

installation, he concludes the device is a good buy. How-
ever, an excessively hot or unusually cool day can cause 
one month’s electric bill to run significantly higher or 
lower than the previous month. Wise consumers always 
ask to see electric use for the same month from the previ-
ous year(s), not previous month, and factor in weather 
anomalies for any savings claims. 

energy-saving boxes: are they too good to be true?
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DeMco offers surplus
equipment for sale

 1. All information requested on the vehicle bid form must be complet-
ed by the bidder
 2. Insert completed bid form in a sealed envelope.  (Please do not 
include the bid form with your monthly bill payment).
 3. Mark outside of envelope with Vehicle Bid, Unit #, bid date and 
“Attention: Purchasing Committee”.
 4. Bids will be accepted by DEMCO at the headquarters’ complex, 
16262 Wax Road, or by mail, P.O. Box 15659, Baton Rouge, La. 70895, 
only.
 5. DEMCO reserves the right to reject any bid.
	 6.	All	vehicles	sold	“as	is,”	“where	is,”	with	all	bids	final.
 7. Bids must be received by DEMCO no later than 12:00 noon Thurs-
day, April 7th, 2011.
 8. Beginning March 7, 2011, vehicles may be inspected Tuesday 
through Thursday, 10am until 12:00 noon, at 16262 Wax Road, Greenwell 
Springs, La.

137.1 .. 2005 2500 hd wrecked vin: 5e295927     

FMC .. chemical sprayer - not working     

36 ....... 2004 chevy 2500 hd wrecked vin: 4e319483    

158 ..... 2004 chevy 2500 hd burnt     

95 ....... 2005 chevy 2500 hd 4x4 with utility  bed vin: 5e287034 miles:119502

73 ....... 2006 chevy 2500 hd 4x4 with utility bed vin: 6e263276 miles: 129417  

63 ....... 2005 chevy 2500 hd 4x4 with utility bed vin: 5e285988 miles: 123887

12 ....... 1999 chevy 1500 long wheel base - no bed vin: xe248256 miles:134322

83.1 .... 2001 chevy 1500 extra cab short bed vin:11335153 miles:195498  

157.1 .. 2001 chevy 1500 extra cab short bed vin:11337467 miles:171383 

15.1 .... 2000 chevy 1500 extra cab short bed vin:y1344877 miles: 176276

44 ....... 2005 chevy 2500 hd extra cab long bed (utility) vin:5e290796 miles:140617

88.1 .... 2001 chevy 1500 extra cab short bed vin:11333609 miles: 207277  

180 ..... 2001 chev 2500 cargo van -bad engine vin:11130950 miles: 150545  

97 ....... vermeer chipper 1250 vin:v1005950 1997 model   

13 ....... vermeer chipper bc1230a vin:w1002280 - 1998 model

116 ..... 1995 yamaha 4 wheeler  

119 ..... 1995 yamaha 4 wheeler does not run  

26 ....... Stahl utility bed 8ft  

50 ....... Stahl utility bed 8ft  

161 ..... Stahl utility bed 8ft

            KUBOTA tractor B8200, 1200 hrs does not run

 The individuals pictured below received DEMCO scholarships for their 
spring semester of their chosen institution of higher education.
 Shown from top to bottom:
 Amanda Hanegan (right) presents Christina Hardy with her DEMCO 
Scholarship check.
 Jamie McNabb (left) receives her DEMCO Scholarship check from Turk 
Tynes, Vice President of Marketing and Member Services.
 Shelbie Lynn Lambert (left) accepts her DEMCO Scholarship check from 
Rhonda Stanley, dedicated DEMCO Customer Service Representative.

DeMco provides 
academic scholarships

DeMco surplus property BiD forM
Unit #_______________________

Bidder’s Name_________________________

Bidder’s Mailing Address________________________

_______________________________Zip__________________

Bidder’s Phone #____________________________________

Bid Opening Date_________________

Bid Price_______________
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plants around pad-mount transformers can cause safety hazards

10 years
Robby White, Brandon simon, Ben Morein, Ric Cutrer, sonya Boyd, Jeremy 
Blouin, with Ceo John Vranic.

5 years
Danny Delatte, Melanie Mathies, Martha Durden, Patrick Donohue, shawn 
little, eric Crain, sean Balfantz, Jamie Coats, Beau Caston, Chad laCost, 
Buddy Thompson, with Ceo John Vranic.

correction
      In the previous issue of Along These Lines these two groups of employees were 
misidentified	as	“5-year”	and	“10-year”	employees.	The	individuals’	names	were	cor-
rect, however their tenure at DEMCO was inadvertently switched. The following is 
correct. Along These Lines regrets the error.

 They’re big. They’re often green. 
They generally sit on concrete, often 
within neighborhoods and housing devel-
opments. 
 Some folks don’t like these “electri-
cal boxes” (a common nickname for pad-
mount transformers) and try to hide them 
with	bushes,	fences,	or	flower	beds.	But	
stay clear: even small additions around 
pad-mount transformers create hazards. 
 To improve aesthetics of new 
neighborhoods, developers often put 
in underground power lines. While this 
eliminates utility poles and overhead 
wires, it requires installing pad-mounted 
transformers in some front yards. 
 Unfortunately, some homeowners, 
concerned about curb appeal, attempt 
to screen pad-mount transformers from 
view—creating an unsafe situation for all 
concerned, including DEMCO linework-
ers. (Acct. No. 8010277902)
 “We realize landscaping represents 
an investment of time and money,” said 
DEMCO General Manager and CEO 
John Vranic. “We respect the effort and 
care our members invest in making their 

properties attractive. However, landscap-
ing around electrical equipment inter-
feres with our ability to deliver reliable 
power.”
 DEMCO recommends leaving at 
least 10 feet of clear space around pad-
mount transformers. Linemen repair 
units while they are energized so hom-
eowners don’t experience an interruption 
in service. 
 To ensure safety, they use an 8-foot 
fiberglass	hot	stick	that	requires	about	
10 feet of “elbow room” in front of the 
access panel. Routine maintenance on the 
units is performed at least once a year.
 “In some cases, consumers may 
leave plenty of space in front of the 
transformer, but grow vegetation on the 
other three sides,” explains Vranic. “This 
invites other problems. For example, 
plant roots can interfere with its opera-
tion. Overheating is another big concern 
that can cause service interruptions when 
air circulation is compromised.” 
 Pad-mounted transformers sur-
rounded by vegetation or a structure may 
overheat and cause service interruptions 

when the air circulation around them is 
compromised. Allow at least three to four 
feet of space on both sides and behind 
the transformer. 
 Members should also be 
aware that plantings along 
rights-of-way—strips of 
land owned by a member on 
which the co-op places poles, 
wires, and other equipment 
like pad-mount transform-
ers—could be damaged by 
co-op vehicles. 
 “Occasionally, we may 
need to repair a transformer, 
and eventually transform-
ers must be upgraded and 
replaced,” says Vranic. “To 
perform this work, line trucks 
must be driven into the right-
of-way and the transformer 
lifted out. Although we try to 
minimize the impact, plants 
will be damaged if they’re in 
the way.”

Transformers need to be left alone
	 •	Never	let	anything	grow	closer	than	
10 feet from a pad-mount transformer. 
(The access panel is marked by a handle, 
lock, and sticker on the front.)
	 •	Never	enclose	a	pad-mount	trans-
former with fencing, shrubs, or anything 
else with less than a 10-foot-wide gate or 
opening.

	 •	Never	allow	children	to	play	near	
pad-mount transformers. 
	 •	Never	pour	waste	oils,	chemicals,	

or other liquids on or near a pad-mount 
transformer. These liquids can seep into 
the ground and damage underground 
cables.

Call before you dig!
 Because underground service contin-
ues from the transformer to your home, 
you should never dig anywhere in your 
yard	without	first	calling	811	to	find	out	
where cables are buried.

I  d idn ’ t  even know there  was a  d ia l . Now, I ’m sav ing  $73 a  year  by 

turn ing  my wa ter  hea ter  down to  120°. Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how 

the  l i t t le  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

TURNS OUT, MONEY BURNS 
WHEN MY WATER HEATER 
IS SET ABOVE 120 DEGREES.

J.k. Johnson
Denham springs, la

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDerMy



 Keith Felder and Jules Lambert are 
like a charming old couple who laugh at 
the same jokes, share the same interests 
and	finish	each	other’s	sentences.
 The two have known each other 
since they were boys growing up north 
of Denham Springs.
 After going their separate ways for 
a few years, they both ended up working 
at the same industrial plant and it wasn’t 
long before they began hatching their 
post-retirement plans. 
 The thought of building boats 
appealed to Felder, so he enrolled in a 
special course at Nicholls State Univer-
sity’s Center for Traditional Boatbuild-
ing in Thibodaux where he learned to 
make swamp pirogues from master 
craftsman Kenny Hebert.
 Following the lead of his life-long 
buddy, Lambert was also bitten by the 
boat-building bug and a partnership was 
formed. For the past several years, the 
two have been immersed in everything 
related to building the style of boats that 
were	once	used	by	loggers	and	fisher-
men to navigate the swamps and bayous 
of south Louisiana over many genera-
tions.
 The two are courteous enough to 
give a visitor fair warning: “How much 
time do you have? We could talk about 
this subject for three days,” Lambert 
said.
 And three days is a minimum. 
	 In	no	time,	the	two	are	riffing	at	a	
rapid-fire	clip	on	any	number	of	wide-
ranging topics including, but not limited 
to, Louisiana’s maritime background, 
the evolution of industrial logging 
practices in the Bayou State, the fabrica-
tion and manufacturing of custom-made 
boat-building tools, a dissertation on 
the advantages and disadvantages of the 
myriad styles and designs of watercraft 
used over the past century, an analysis 
and critique of construction techniques, 
the harvesting and preparation of raw 
materials, the intricacies of antique boat 
engines and an in-depth discourse on the 
details of marine plywood predating the 
World War II period.
 Through their unbridled passion 
for all things outdoors and their love of 
their native land and its people, Lambert 
and Felder have developed an encyclo-
pedic knowledge of anything that’s even 
closely related to building a traditional 
swamp-worthy wooden watercraft. And 
they are eager to share their enthusiasm 
and their knowledge at places such as 
the Louisiana Rural Life Museum in Ba-
ton Rouge and numerous fairs, festivals, 
schools, civic groups and special events.
 But accumulating that knowledge 
base wasn’t always easy because inter-
est in the culture and craft has been 
waning with each passing generation. 
Turns out, the best techniques and 
procedures couldn’t be found by simply 
initiating a Google search. Facebook 
was of little use.
 They had to go straight to the 
sources, those old-time masters who 

over their lifespans had become highly 
proficient	and	skilled	at	the	craft	and	
whose experiences happened to be 
locked away inside their minds and not 
available in the blogosphere or on the 
library shelves.
 They found at the beginning, 
however, that the more they probed for 
information, the less successful they 
were.
 “None of this stuff was written 
down anywhere,” Felder said. “They 
kept this knowledge with the intention 

of passing it down to their children 
and they didn’t want to talk about it or 
reveal it to others. But then they began 
to realize their children weren’t going to 
be interested in putting forth the effort 
it takes to build some of these types of 
boats, so then they began talking to us 
because they knew we were going to be 
the ones to pass it on.”
 Felder spent a decade serving as an 
apprentice under seasoned craftsmen 
such as Rodney Cheramie of LaRose, 
Raymond Sedotal of Pierre Part and 

Wenchelaus Billiot of Isle de Jean Cha-
rels at Point au Chien. He learned how 
to	build	both	flat	and	round-bottomed	
marsh pirogues, swamp and lumberman 
pirogues and Creole rowing skiffs. He 
even	ventured	as	far	afield	as	Maine	to	
learn how to build a strip canoe.
 Figuring it was important to share 
his craft with others, Felder even wrote 
a book entitled, “The Dugout – Create a 
Treasure from the Past.”
 As Felder and Lambert delved 
deeper into boat building, they soon 
discovered that if cutting, chipping, 
contouring, sanding, staining, gluing, 
painting and varnishing were all they 
had to worry about, custom boat-build-
ing would be a snap. But there’s that 
first	step	in	the	process	that	needed	to	
be	addressed:	finding	the	suitable	raw	
resources – namely, the wood – and 
dragging it out of the water, getting it 
through the swamp and onto land, then 
to	a	sawmill	and	finally	to	the	wood-
working shop.
 This, they agree, can be much more 
of a struggle than the actual back-break-
ing labor of building the boat. 
 For this, they have a group of 
friends who help them maneuver around 
nearby Lake Maurepas in search of old 
cypress logs lying on the silty bottom 
and who own the equipment needed 
to reel in the old sunken trees that can 
weigh up to 15,000 pounds. They wait 
until the water is lowest and use sonar 
and	drag	lines	to	fish	for	the	cypress	
trunks and pull them up and haul them 
out.
 “Lots of people like to chase a little 
white ball around a golf course for four 
hours on Saturday morning. We do this, 
and we do it because we love it,” Lam-
bert said with a huge smile on his face. 
For him, landing the perfect cypress log 
is like landing a mammoth marlin or 
bagging a trophy deer, or perhaps acing 
a par-3 at Augusta National.
 Once a “sinker cypress” log is 
located and landed, the trunk is taken to 
a sawmill and cut into one-inch boards. 
The wood is allowed to cure for roughly 
one year before it is used. Through all 
that expenditure of time, money and 
effort, they are able to build about six 
dugout	boats	each	year	and	four	or	five	
plank boats, all at the special request of 
their customer.
 One of their most notable custom-
ers was Chef John Folse, who ordered 
an authentic south Louisiana dugout 
pirogue for one of his book projects.
The two have been so busy meeting the 
needs of their customers, they barely 
have time to paddle the swamps and 
streams of the state themselves. They 
keep promising each other they’ll drop 
their tools and enjoy some time in the 
outdoors, but rarely stick to that prom-
ise. Maybe next year, they say.
 For more information on his craft, 
Felder can be contacted at 225-664-
1447 or visit his website at www.
keithspirogues.com.
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Best buddies share their passion for building swamp-worthy boats

Clockwise from top, Keith Felder is shown test-paddling one of his dugout pirogues; 
Felder displays a few of the tools of his trade; Jules Lambert supervises the recovery 
of a “sinker cypress” tree from Lake Maurepas; Lambert and Felder work a two-man 
saw; Lambert watches as a cypress tree is cut into useable boards; Lambert and 
Felder pose with a notable client, Chef John Folse.
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 24, 2011 at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEMCO’s 
headquarters facility located at 16262 
Wax Road, Central, La.

Study ties fast food and stroke
 People who live in neighborhoods 
packed with fast-food restaurants are 
more likely to suffer strokes, according 
to U.S. researchers.
 Residents of one Texas county who 
lived in neighborhoods with the high-
est number of fast-food restaurants had 
a 13 percent higher risk of stroke than 
those in neighborhoods with the fewest 
such restaurants.
 The study, presented at the Ameri-
can Stroke Association’s International 
Stroke Conference, does not prove liv-
ing near fast-food restaurants raises the 
risk of stroke, but it does suggest the 
two are linked in some way.
 The Centers for Disease Control 
estimates 780,000 Americans will 

have strokes this year. Strokes will kill 
150,000 people and leave 15-30 percent 
of survivors permanently disabled.

Big kids
 According to the National Institutes 
of Health, the rate of childhood obesity 
is leveling off but still remains high. 
Nearly a third of kids are overweight, 
and 15 percent of boys are extremely 
obese.
 What can you do? Help your chil-
dren make better choices by letting 
them help you cook at home and avoid-
ing fast food. Find a kid-friendly cook-
book and start today. It’s fun family 
time, too.

Perfect posture
 If you sit or stand often, and most 
of us do, perfecting your posture is 
important. Try these techniques for bet-
ter posture:
 When sitting, sit up straight with 
your back against the back of your 
chair and your feet flat on the floor. 
Your knees should be level with or 

slightly higher than your hips.
 If using a computer, set it up so you 
don’t need to bend your neck or twist 
your body.
 When standing, stand tall with your 
head up and shoulders back. If you 
need to bend down to lift something, 
bend your knees, not your back. 
 When lying down, position your 
pillow under your head (not shoulders) 
so that your neck remains straight.
 Maintain the lumbar curve in your 
lower back. Lie on your back with a 
pillow (or rolled towel) under your 
knees, or sleep on your side with your 
knees bent. Get up and out of bed by 
rolling onto your side, bringing your 
knees up and swinging your legs over 
the edge of the bed. Push yourself up 
with your hands.

Vacation planning
 Already planning your spring or 
summer vacation? Follow these tips:
 Lock up valuables and log off your 
computer before you leave. Keep valu-

ables such as laptops, personal elec-
tronics and confidential files locked.
 Make it look like someone’s home 
while you’re gone by putting lights 
on a timer and arranging for someone 
to pick up your mail. Ask a trusted 
neighbor to park his or her second car 
in your driveway to make it look like 
someone is in and out of your home.
 Don’t mention you’re gone in an 
auto-reply e-mail you use for personal 
e-mail or on your home voice mail or 
answering machine or Facebook.
 Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number Con-
test continues this month with four 
winners in this edition of Along These 
Lines. Before you continue looking 
through this edition for your winning 
number, look for your account number 
printed above your mailing address. 
Locate this number anywhere in this 
issue and win the $25 prize. To claim 
your prize, please call 261-1221, ext. 
400.

trixie’s final voyage helps teach a lesson about cynicism
 I had no idea I was going to break 
down	into	a	fit	of	uncontrollable	weeping,	
but that’s exactly what happened.
 Old Yeller was never on my reading 
list and I had never seen Marley and Me, 
so when it came time to put down our 
nearly	16-year-old	Sheltie/Collie	mix	I	fig-
ured it would be a manageable event. 
 I had no clue, but I have one now. 
It was delivered with brute force dur-
ing that moment Trixie went limp in my 
arms. I lost all command of my emotional 
composure. Cried so hard my abdominal 
muscles started cramping. Cried like I was 
channeling Tammy Faye Bakker.
 Let me start from the beginning. My 
wife was living alone with her pet dog 
when we began dating. She was country-
bred, high-spirited and free-ranging – the 
dog, I’m talking about – and we got along 
famously right off the bat. Trixie was pro-
tective, but she trusted me from the outset 
and I made sure I took care of her. 
 Actually, I think I went a bit overboard 
to the point of spoiling her. I claim all 
the credit for her longevity because for 
nearly eight years I brought her along on 
my nightly three-mile walk around the 
neighborhood. She had the cardiovascular 
capacity of an Olympic marathon cham-
pion and it was only a year or so ago that 
she became unable to trot the entire route. 
 As time caught up with her, she be-
came	afflicted	with	congestive	heart	fail-
ure, developed a large goiter, had arthritis, 
kept a hacking cough and couldn’t hear 
or see very well. Her medicine made her 
incontinent and her hind legs shook from 
the pain in her joints. Then, one morning 
just before Christmas we noticed her face 
was swollen to the point of causing her left 
eye to close, so we scheduled an appoint-
ment to see the vet.
 That’s when Wendy and I had the talk.

 “Trixie’s getting old and hasn’t been 
comfortable for a while. This is just anoth-
er problem. I think it’s best we go ahead 
and put her down,” Wendy lamented. I told 
her I would defer to her wishes. 
 Then she said, “So, when you take her 
in…”
 “What?! Wait a minute! What do you 
mean you?” I protested.
 “With Christmas and everything going 
on, I just don’t think I can do it. Would 
you please take her for me?,” she pleaded.
 Now, Wendy had always taken Trixie 
to the vet and knew that for this particu-
lar doctor euthanasia wasn’t to be taken 
lightly. She knew he would advocate all 
kinds of measures to prolong our pet’s life. 
She assured me he would suggest perform-
ing x-rays and blood tests and different 
medicinal cocktails, but she made it clear 
she	was	firm	in	her	decision	and	complete-
ly convinced Trixie needed to be relieved 
of her pain and suffering.
 I had never met this vet but prepared 
myself to resist the litany of expensive 
tests and procedures he was sure to pro-
pose. And I was smug in the knowledge 
that I was keen to the racket these vets had 
going for themselves; you know, churn the 
account to keep the Benz in the three-
car garage. I mean, that’s just what these 
people do, right?
 As predicted, he recommended several 
treatment options that might prolong 
Trixie’s life another few weeks or months. 

I told him I appreciated his suggestions 
and	professional	opinion	but	affirmed	my	
wife’s decision. Eventually, he respectfully 
conceded that he didn’t live day-to-day 
with the animal to fully gauge her level of 
suffering. Then he handed me the form.
 To that point, the conversation for me 
was still academic. I glanced at the clock 
on my iPhone while signing the form.
 The doctor brought in a syringe and 
carefully explained how the process would 
be carried out, and then he asked me if I 
wanted	to	stay.	At	first	I	said	no,	and	prob-
ably would have walked out of that place 
feeling only mildly melancholy about the 
whole thing.
 But I changed my mind and stayed to 
stroke the back of her neck as she was put 
to eternal rest. And as the doctor pushed 
the plunger, what was once academic 
became very real. My throat tightened and 
I felt as though my own breath was being 
sucked out of my chest just as it was leav-
ing the lungs of my family’s beloved pet.
 In a matter of seconds, our boon 
companion lay lifeless on that cold metal 
table. The doctor removed her collar and 
handed it to me. That’s when I came to 
fully understand the real reason he spent 
20 minutes informing me of all those 
treatment options. And it had nothing to 
do with meeting a monthly payment on a 
Mercedes Benz.
 Our eyes met and he could tell I was 
barely hanging on. His expression seemed 

to say, “Kid, I travel this road all the time. 
I was doing my best to warn you.”
 On the way home, it all erupted from 
deep inside and I bawled like a suckerless 
child. I wept torrents of tears for my dog, 
for my wife and kids who would miss her, 
I cried for other members of my fam-
ily that I have lost. I felt as though I was 
crying for all the pain and suffering that’s 
ever taken place in the history of mankind. 
It was horrible. Imagine, a grown man. I 
took a detour to a local park, composed 
myself	and	finally	headed	home	so	that	we	
could have a conversation with the kids.
 Then, a few days later I received a 
card in the mail. It was a card from Dr. 
Scott Smith, a card with a lot of dogs on 
the front. He had written a fairly lengthy 
note in his own hand that offered condo-
lences for our loss, especially during the 
holiday season.
 The day Trixie died is the only en-
counter I’ve ever had with this person. But 
I believe I was dreadfully wrong to jump 
to the conclusion that he or any other per-
son who devotes his life to caring for the 
animals that people love would do some-
thing so crass as to recommend otherwise 
unnecessary procedures just to extract 
more cash from a pet owner’s pocket.
 Maybe some are guilty of that, but I 
don’t believe Dr. Scott Smith is one. I’m 
thankful for the man and his personal 
efforts	to,	first,	support	our	decision,	and	
second, to offer his sympathy in the way 
he did. I am ashamed of my cynicism and I 
owe this man my apologies.
 Maybe one day I’ll stop assuming 
the worst in people I’ve never even met 
before	and	give	them	the	same	benefit	of	
the doubt I expect to receive. Maybe I’ll 
be reminded of this every time I think of 
Trixie. Maybe that’s the legacy of my dear 
and faithful friend. Rest in peace, Trix.

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director of Communications
Association of louisiana electric Cooperatives
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2011 right-of-way covers 854 miles, costs $5M
Ascension Parish

 Airline North, East, West, Southwest, 
and Southeast Circuits – Highway 930 
(Daigle Road), Henry Road, Highway 929 
(Causey Road), Aikens Road, Highway 61, 
Braud Road, Abby James Road, Highway 
44, Highway 931 (Germany Road), William 
Ficklin	Road,	Woodland	Avenue,	Cottonfield	
Avenue 
 Walls Crossing East Circuit – Highway 
931, Elmo Cannon Road, Norwood Road, 
Highway 432 (Joe Sevario Road), Merritt 
Evans Road, Devall Road, Jamie Road, 
Galvez Avenue, Highway 933, Penn Street, 
Carpenter Chapel Road, Moody Dixon Road, 
Bobby Sevario Road
 Walls Crossing North Circuit – Highway 
931, Lake Hills Drive, Loop Road, Bubba 
Nickens Road, Isaac Villar Road, Highway 
431,	Manny	Guitreau	Road,	Summerfield	
Road, Louise Street, Scivicque Lane, High-
way 16, Gourdon Lane, Aydell Lane, Coyell 
Bay Drive
 Walls Crossing Northeast Circuit – 
Highway 931, Norwood Road, Henderson 
Bayou Road, Oakridge Drive, Stewart Road, 
Pailette Street, Highway 933, McConnell 
Road, Newman Nickens Road, Hodgeson 
Road, Moody Dickson Road, Thelma 
Drive, Wirth Evans Road, Dan Dixon Road, 
Valmon Roddy Road, James Weams Road, 
Beechwood Road
 Walls Crossing Northwest Circuit 
– Highway 931, George Rouyea Road, 
Shadow Creek Avenue, Roddy Road, John 
West Road
 Walls Crossing South Circuit – Highway 
931, Highway 431, Cannon Road, Gold 
Place Road, Leo Lambert Road, Beco Road, 
George Lambert Road, Bayou Narcisse 
Road, Stringer Bridge Road, Laurel Ridge 
Road, Tannis Road
 Walls Crossing West Circuit – Highway 
931, Highway 431, Lake Martin Road, Harry 
Savoy Road, L Keller Road, Butch Gore 
Road, Burnt Cane Road, Brignac Road, Jim 
Mayers Road, Lake Settlement Drive, Lake-
wood Drive, Emory Ficklin Road

East Baton Rouge Parish 
 Dyer Road East Circuit – Dyer Road, 
Brown Road, Carey Road, Highway 410 
(Blackwater Road), McCullough Road, 
Old Settlement Road, Woodrow Kerr Road, 
Joor Road, Highway 64(between Tucker 
Road and North Joor), Peairs Road, Arleen 
Avenue,  Tucker Road, Milldale Road, Deer 
Creek Drive
 Dyer Road West Circuit – Dyer Road, 
Plank Road (between Groom Road and Dyer 
Road), Lake Mary Drive, Chipley Street, 
Clermont Street, Biscayne Street, Chemin 
Drive, Sinbad Street, Sherron Avenue, 
Charles Avenue, Chapeau Drive, Buras Av-
enue, Highway 3006 (Lavey Lane), Sunshine 
Road, Highway 423 (Thomas Road), Comite 
Drive, Foster Road
 Greenwell Springs South Circuit – 
Frenchtown Road, Sunnyslope Drive, Elk-
horn Drive, Country Road, Planchet Road
 Greenwell Springs West Circuit – Green-
well Springs Road, Lovett Road, Joor Road, 
Hooper Road, Zuber Drive, El Scott Avenue, 
Mickens Road, Greenwell Street
 Harrell’s Ferry All Circuits – Harrell’s 
Ferry Road, O’Neal Lane, Highway 1032) 
4-H Club Road, Ashton Drive, Hewwood 
Avenue 
 Pride West Circuit – Highway 409, 
Port Hudson-Pride Road, Robinson Road, 
Edwards Road, Jackson Road, Hunt Road, 
Milldale Road, Reames Road, Noble Reams 

Road, Neff Lane 
 Vignes All Circuits –  Vignes Road, El-
liott Road, North Achord Road, East Achord 
Road, Tiger Bend Road, Womack Road, Hoo 
Shoo Too Road

East Baton Rouge 
and East Feliciana Parishes

 Grangeville South Circuit – Highway 63, 
Highway 37 (Greenwell Springs Road), Lee 
Price Road, Dougherty Lane, Pride Baywood 
Road (Acct. No. 8011745601)
 Zachary North Circuit – New Weis 
Road, Lower Zachary Road, Highway 67 
(from Lower Zachary Road to Pride Port 
Hudson Road), Highway 64, McHost Road, 
WJ Wicker Road, Port Hudson Pride Road, 
Jackson Road, Tucker Road, Reames Road, 

Scott Barr Road, Highway 958 (Cook Road), 
Zeb Chaney Road, Jacocks Road, Lemon 
Road, Highway 19, Safer Drive, Rush Street, 
North Vernon, Brian Road, Thompson Road

East Feliciana Parish
 Clinton South Circuit – Highway 955, 
Jorroson Lane, Overton Ford Road, Battle 
Road, McCoy Byrnes Road, Mac Byrnes 
Road, Lane Road, Kinnon Lane, Hausey 
Road, Brown Road, Highway 957, Turner 
Road, Felix Lee Road, Castello Road 
 Grangeville West Circuit – Highway 63, 
Highway 959, Allen Lane, McKnight Road, 
Pace Road, Boeneke Road, Old Liberty 
Road, Lawton Robbins Road, Highway 960, 
Three Knotch Road, River Road, Gilead 
Road, Hatcher Road

Livingston and Ascension Parish
Head of Island South and East Circuits – 
Highway 16, Louisiana Trace Road, River 
Bend Road, Highway 22, Petite Road, Old 
Ferry Road, Hilltop Road, Diversion Canal 
Road, Bayou Terrace Road, Amite River 
Road, Rogers Road, Sam Martin Road, Split 
Log Road, Highway 936, Highway 935, 
Swallow Bayou Road 

West Feliciana Parish
Bains South and West Circuits – Jacock 
Road, Highway 61, Burnett Road, High-
way 965, Joe Daniel Road, Graham Road, 
Audubon Lane, Highway 966, Powell Sta-
tion Road, Highway 964 (from Truck Stop to 
Mississippi River)

 East Baton Rouge Parish
 Flannery Road All Circuits – Flan-
nery Road (from Old Hammond North to 
Greenwell Springs Road), Erin Avenue, 
Sequoia Drive, South Choctaw Drive 
and Extension, Rushmore Drive, Foxlane 
Drive, Silverthorn Avenue, O’Neal Lane
 Greenwell Springs North and West 
Circuits – Lovett Road, Joor Road, Zuber 
Drive, Greenwell Street, Mickens Road, 
El Scott Avenue, Highway 408 (Hooper 
Road)
 Indian Mound East Circuit – Denham 
Road, Highway 37 (Greenwell Springs 
Road), Alphonse Forbes Road, Sandy 
Creek Community Road, Stoney Point 
Birch Road, Lisa Drive, Jim Price Road
 Live Oak North Circuit – Old High-
way 16, Highway 16, Ben Fugler Road, 
Kripple K Road, Pink Graves Road, 
Outback Road, Manchester Place, Fore 
Road, Easterly Drive, Sins Road, Clover-
leaf Drive
 Live Oak West Circuit – Old High-
way 16, Highway 16, Highway 1019, 
Olivia Drive, Cecil Drive, Jones Road, 
Highway 1024 (Cane Market Road), 
Clinton Allen Road, Ponder Lane, Langs-
ton Drive, Gwendolyn Drive, Beverly 
Drive, Wildwood Drive, Hunstock Road 
 Magnolia All Circuits – Wax Road, 
Washington Lane, Magnolia Bridge 
Road, Highway 64, Amite Church Road, 
Highway 1019, Old River Road, High-
way 16, Highway 1025 (Arnold Road), 
Highway 1030 (Linder Road), Fisher 
Road, Bobby Graham Road
 Terrell Road All Circuits – Terrell 
Road, Millbrook Drive, Woodland Ridge, 
South Harrell’s Ferry Road, Jones Creek 
Road, Wind Song Drive, Lirocchi Drive, 
George O’Neal Road, Bankers Lane, 
White Oak Place 
East Baton Rouge and East Feliciana

 Pride North Circuit – Highway 409 
(Riley Road), Mahoney Road, Mill Creek 
Road, Highway 959, Nesom Road, Pace 
Road, Feiera Bend Road, Williams/
Haynes Lane, John Genola Road
 Pride East Circuit – Pride Baywood 
Road, Carson Road, Lea Road, Mahoney 
Road, Morris Road, Eubanks Road, Hall 
Road, Jim Price Road, Genola Road

East Feliciana Parish
 Clinton North Circuit – Wilson Clin-
ton Road, Pines Lane, Billy Goat Road, 

Carruth Road, Highways 68 and 952, 
Holly Ridge Road, Spears Lane, Sholes 
Road, Wheelock Lane, Bennett Road, 
Thompson Creek Road, Rogers Road 
 Clinton East Circuit – Highways 67, 
10, 63, and 961,  Rist Road, Rouchon 
Road, Wadd Kent Road, Ida Kent Road, 
Kent Road, Stewart Road, White Road, 
Highway 422

Livingston Parish
 Felders Bayou South and East Cir-
cuits – Hammack Road, Joe May Road, 
Brown Road, Highway 447 (from Dallas 
Drive North to Bonnie Bleu Drive), 
Henry Drive, Larry Drive, Millican Drive
 Felders Bayou West and Northwest 
Circuits – Highways 1032(4H Club 
Road), 1033, 16, Garney Hood Road, 
Rolling Acres Drive, Bond Road, St. 
Marie Drive, Fontenot Drive, Debbie 
Lane, Harrison Road, Henderson Road, 
Rancher Lane
 Watson East Circuit – Highway 1019 
(Springfield	Road)	(from	Highway	1023	
to Joe Lee Road), Highway 447 (from 
Friendship Road North to Highway 63), 
Friendship Road, Buck Carroll Road, 
Highway 1024 (Cane Market Road), 
Nancy Drive, Mack Road, Tack Coving-
ton Road
 Watson North Circuit – Highway 
1023 (Reinninger Road), Sims Road, 
Hwy 63 (Weiss Road)(from Highway 
16 to Highway 1019, Highway 16 (from 
Highway 63 North to Fountain Young 
Road), Sand Hill Road, Leggett Road, 
Tyler Ballard Road, Nesom Road, 
Calmes Road
 Watson South Circuit – Highway 
1024 (Cane Market Road)(from Perkins 
Road east to Highway 447(Walker North 
Road), Highway 447 (from Cane Market 
Road south to Hodges Lane), Alvin Sib-
ley Road, Courtney Road, Dunlap Hall 
Road, Mack Road, Percy Young Road
 Whitehall East Circuit – Highway 
22, Gunboat Landing Road, Tiger Bluff 
Road,	Picou	Road,	Catfish	Landing	
Road, Bear Island Road, Magnolia Bluff 
Road, Bull Run Road, Lower Rome 
Road, Carthage Bluff Road, Davidson 
Road, Linda’s Haven Road, Golden 
Road, Huff Chapel Road, Pine Haven 
Road, Henry Road 
 Whitehall North Circuit – Country 
Lane, LeGlaise Lane, Highway 444, 

Louis Martin Road, Union Landing 
Road, Boss McNabb Road, Gum Swamp 
Road, Miller Road, Bull Run Road, 
Happywoods Road, Horse Bluff Road, 
Rathborne Road, Perrin Ferry Road 
 Whitehall West Circuit – Highway 
22, Leader Road, Bazille Road, Koto 
Road, Gibson Road, Jason Duhe Road, 
Chinquapin Avenue, Mallard Drive, 
Snipe Street, Gull Street, Live Oak Street 

St. Helena Parish
 Greensburg West Circuit – Highways 
10, 1042, Hall and Lindsey Road, Turner 
Chapel Road, Edwin Lane, School Road, 
Edward Wells Road, Butler Road, Hig-
ginbotham Road, Charlie Overton Road, 
Happy Hollow Lane, Museum Road
 Pine Grove East Circuit– Highway 
16, Highway 1036, Highway 1041, Pitts 
Road, EZ Lane, Williams Road, Stafford 
Cemetery Road
 Pine Grove North Circuit – Marshall 
Bond Road, Shiloh Baptist Church Road, 
Highway 43 (from Highway 16 north to 
Highway 1045), Bobby Morgan Road, 
James Holmes Road, New Hope Road, 
Highway 449, Highway 1045, Stone 
Road, Rocky Hill Road, Highway 37
 Pine Grove West – Highway 16, 
Highway 63, Highway 449, Highway 
1041, Lee Goynes Road, Sibley Road,  
Chance Lane, Fountain Young Road, 
McLin Road, Misty Lane
St. Helena and East Feliciana Parishes
 Darlington North and East Circuits 
– Highways 448, 10, 38, 432, 67, 1044, 
and 1043, Wales Road, Felton Road, 
Kent Road, David Allen Road, Look-
out Road, Doughty Road, Jane Venable 
Road, Tolar Hurst Road, Otis and Willie 
Matthews Road, River Road, Upper CC 
Road, Folly Brown Road, Gilead Road, 
Smith Road, L Williams Road, Hurst 
Road, Beaver Creek Road, Perkins Road, 
Homer Road 
 Grangeville North Circuit – High-
ways 63, 37, and 448, Powers Lane, Dick 
Jackson Road, Banks Lane, Arnold Lane, 
Butler Road

West Feliciana Parish
 Bains East Circuit – Bains Road, 
Sterling Road, Sage Hill Road, Jones 
Connell Road, Highway 10, Jones 
Vaughn Creek Road, Highways 965 and 
966, Highway 421, Peterson Road, Whit-
estown Road, Gonzales Road

2011 herbicide work covers 1,452 miles
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Meeting of January 20, 2011
 The board of directors of DEMCO held 
its regular meeting Thursday, January 20, 
2011.  Board President Richard Sitman called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
 The board then approved the minutes 
of the previous meetings, new member list, 
Treasurer’s Report and Operations Commit-
tee report as written.  
 A resolution was then approved to autho-
rize management to purchase approximately 
7.628 acres of land on the east side of Doyle 
Road.
 From the Purchasing Committee report 
Randy Lorio, committee chairman, presented 
bids received.  The board then approved res-
olutions accepting the following bids:  Sub-
station Enterprises, Inc. for the Greensburg 
Substation project (materials only); 2011 
Mechanical Right-Of-Way Re-trimming: 
Townsend Tree Service Company for Airline 
North, East, West, Southwest, and Southeast 
and for Vignes (All), Asplundh Tree Expert 
Company for Clinton South, Dyer Road 
West, Greenwell Springs South, Head Of 
Island South and East, Harrell’s Ferry (All), 
Pride West, Wall’s Crossing North, Wall’s 
Crossing West, and Zachary North; E.K. 
Construction Co., Inc. for Grangeville South 
and Grangeville West; and Unified Recovery 
Group, LLC/Gordon’s Tree Service for Bains 
West and South, Dyer Road East, Greenwell 
Springs West, Wall’s Crossing South, Wall’s 
Crossing East, and Wall’s Crossing North-
west; Boulanger Tree Service for the Mis-
sissippi River Bridge 3-Phase Right-Of-Way 
Clearing. (Acct. No. 8012993101)
 From the Finance Committee report 
Steve Irving, committee chairman, reviewed 
the Interest, Fuel Cost Adjustment and Finan-
cial Summary reports.  The board approved 

a resolution reclassifying those accounts 
disconnected in August and September 2010 
as uncollectible.   They then adopted a reso-
lution to approve the 2011 Operations and 
Capital Budgets as presented subject to any 
Formula Rate Plan adjustments.
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC report 
with no action taken.  
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie Busi-
ness Center and DEMCO Foundation reports 
with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Manager’s 
report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s report 
with no action taken.
 The board then approved a resolution to 
appoint Mr. Dennis Lott as DEMCO’s
NRECA Voting Delegate, DEMCO’s CFC 
Voting Delegate, DEMCO’s NRTC Voting 
Delegate, and DEMCO’s NCSC Voting Del-
egate for the 2011 NRECA Annual Meeting; 
and, also to appoint Mr. John Vranic to serve 
as the alternate voting delegate in all the 
above-mentioned capacities.

Meeting of February 17, 2011
 The board of directors of DEMCO held 
its regular meeting Thursday, February 17, 

2011.  Board President Richard Sitman called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
 The board then approved the minutes 
of the previous meetings, new member list, 
Treasurer’s Report and Operations Commit-
tee report as written.  
 A resolution was then adopted to 
approve the Union contract as revised for a 
term of four years with an effective date of 
February 28, 2011.
 From the Purchasing Committee report 
Randy Lorio, committee chairman, presented 
bids received.  The board then approved res-
olutions accepting the following bids:  Dis-
Tran Steel, LLC for steel poles to be used on 
the Juban to Felder’s 69 KV Tie Line; ICR 
Services for the Headquarters 1,000 gallon 
underground storage tank removal; Substa-
tion Enterprises, Inc. for the LIGO Substa-
tion Project (Material Only); Welch Contract 
Services, Inc. for the Greensburg Substation 
Construction; T & D Solutions, LLC for the 
Terrell Substation to Lirocchi Double Circuit 
Exit (Overhead); Chain Electric Company 

for the Terrell-Lirocchi Drive Express (Over-
head) Project, the Highway 22-Diversion 
Double Circuit (Overhead), Buddy Ellis 
1-Phase to 3-Phase, Part 3 (Overhead) and 
for the Devall Road 559 Conversion (Over-
head).
 The board then resolved to approve a 
new BHA, Inc. Fee Schedule dated March 
2011 as submitted by BHA, Inc.
 From the Finance Committee report 
Steve Irving, committee chairman, reviewed 
the Interest, Fuel Cost Adjustment and Finan-
cial Summary reports.  The board approved 
a resolution reclassifying those accounts dis-
connected in October 2010 as uncollectible.   
Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC report with 
no action taken.  
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie Busi-
ness Center and DEMCO Foundation reports 
with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Manager’s 
report with no action taken.
 Louis Lambert presented the Attorney’s 
report with no action taken.

From the Board Room

DeMco Board members receive committee reports
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INCREDIBLE RATES OF RETURN

DEMCO BOARD ELECTION
DIXIE ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2011 ANNuAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINg

Saturday, May 14, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.

LOCATION OF MEETINg
DEMCO Headquarters’ Facility 

16262 Wax Road, Greenwell Springs, LA  70739

February 21, 2011 - March 6, 2011
Publication in the official journal in each 
Parish the Calendar of Events: and the 
date, time, and place of the meeting of the 
Nominating Committee.

March 17, 2011
DEMCO Special Board Meeting at 6:00 
p.m., at DEMCO’s headquarters.  The 
Committee on Nominations will be 
appointed at this meeting.

March 17, 2011
The Nominating Committee meeting 
begins at 6:05 p.m. at DEMCO 
headquarters, 16262 Wax Road, Greenwell 
Springs, LA, with results of the meeting to 
be posted March 18, 2011.

March 22, 2011 – March 24, 2011
Pre-qualification period.  Members 
interested in seeking a position on the 
board of directors are required pursuant 
to DEMCO Board Policy to appear in 
person between these dates to determine 
eligibility requirements as prescribed in 
the corporation’s bylaws.  Candidates 
must be qualified prior to the issuing of 
a nominating petition.  Candidates not 
pre-qualified will not be eligible to seek a 
position on the board of directors.

March 29, 2011
DEMCO’s Annual Meeting and Bylaws 
Committee will meet at 5:00 p.m. on this 
date, if needed, to determine eligibility 
of director candidates who have pre-
qualified.  Only candidates who have pre-
qualified will be considered.

March 30, 2011
Beginning on this date, pre-qualified 
director candidates may obtain a petition 
to run for a seat on the board of directors.  
Louisiana law requires 50 valid signatures 
for the petition to be validated.

April 13, 2011
Petitions must be returned to DEMCO’s 
headquarters office by 4:30 p.m. and 
received by the CEO and General 
Manager’s office.  

April 14, 2011
The Annual Meeting and Bylaws 
Committee, if needed, will validate each 
petition and post the results as required by 
the corporation’s bylaws on this date.

April 15, 2011
This is the Record Date for the 2011 
Annual Membership Meeting.  A final 
list of those members eligible to vote in 
DEMCO’s 2011 Annual Membership 
Meeting will be prepared.

April 21, 2011 – May 3, 2011
The Official Notice of the 2011 Annual 
Meeting will be mailed to all members of 
the cooperative during this time.

April 21, 2011
Ballots for the 2011 Annual Meeting will 
be mailed to members of the cooperative 
on this date.  Members should receive their 
ballots by Saturday, April 23   -- VOTE 
and mail your ballot immediately.

May 6, 2011
The deadline for receiving ballots for the 
2011 Annual Membership Meeting is 4:30 
p.m. on this date -- DO NOT DELAY 
-- VOTE!

May 9, 2011 - May 11, 2011
Ballots will be counted during this period 
by the certified public accountants selected 
by DEMCO to conduct the annual meeting.  
Candidates will be advised as to the time 
and place that the ballots will be counted.

May 14, 2011
Annual meeting and election results 
announced at 10:00 a.m., at DEMCO’s 
Headquarters.
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Our People - Your Power

No one looks forward to paying bills. However, DEMCO makes the process more convenient 

with online bill pay. You can better manage your monthly payments by signing up for DEMCO’s 

Bankdraft option, so your bill will always be paid on time. You can also pay online using an 

e-check or credit card. Log on to DEMCO.org for details, and add a little convenience to your life. 

DEMCO puts the power in your hands!

We’re DEMCO, but to our 
  members we’re known as 

demco.org


