
Washington Youth tour
DEMCO names 2014 winners

From left to right: Mazie Dieterich, Whitney Hartmann, Katie Oliver and Maggie DiLeo.



pring gives us a chance to thaw 
out after a chilly winter. I take 
advantage of longer daylight hours 

by doing a little spring cleaning and 
yard work. 
 But the seasonal shift is not all good 
news. The rapid change from the much 
colder air to warmer temperatures can 
trigger severe weather. 
 To protect our lines and keep power 
flowing safely to your home, DEMCO 
maintains our right-of-way (ROW). 
Think of it as spring cleaning for power 
lines.
 Right-of-way maintenance keeps 
tree limbs and other obstacles away 
from high-voltage power lines. It’s an 
important part of the service we provide 
to you, our members, to live up to our 
mission statement by providing you 
safe, reliable and affordable power.
 Our primary concern is the safety 

of our workers and members. Properly 
maintained ROW keeps our crews safe 
when they are restoring service and 
maintaining our system. Keeping trees 
clear of power lines also keeps your 
family safe. 
 From making sure a child’s tree 
house doesn’t hit power lines to creat-
ing a safe environment while doing yard 
work, a well-maintained ROW helps 
avoid tragedy. 
 Power lines are a constant part of 
our landscape; it’s easy to forget they 
are around. We work hard to keep the 
area around our lines clear, but we need 
your help. Be alert this spring. Don’t 
plant trees or tall vegetation under pow-
er lines, and keep an eye out for power 
lines when working in your yard. 
 If severe spring weather is in the 
area, a well-maintained ROW leads to 
fewer outages and faster response time. 

Trees are less of a threat. When trees 
do fall, crews are able to restore ser-
vice more quickly than they could with 
poorly maintained areas. 
 As a not-for-profit company, DEM-
CO strives to keep costs affordable for 
you, our members. Maintaining our 
ROW is an important part of controlling 
costs. 
 Fewer and shorter outages save 
money for everyone. When crews work 
in well-maintained areas, we can reduce 
risks for employees and equipment as 
well—another way to keep costs low.
 Safety, reliability, and cost: this is 
why we believe in ROW “spring clean-
ing.” If we compromise in any on one 
of these areas, it will impact the others. 
At DEMCO, we do not want to compro-
mise safety or reliability. Maintaining 
our ROW is a priority for your safety, 
comfort, and pocketbook. 

Along these
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on the cover
   DeMCO recently announced the 
winners of the 2014 Washington Youth 
Tour contest. For more on this story, 
please see page 4.
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manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCO CeO and general Manager

right-of-Way work helps keep 
the power flowing to members

 As the price of copper has in-
creased, so has the incidence of copper 
theft. While trying to make a quick 
dollar by stealing copper, thieves risk 
their own lives and cause dangerous and 
expensive damage.
 Common targets for copper thieves 
are farming equipment, air conditioners, 
vacant buildings, construction sites and 
electric utility properties, including sub-
stations and power poles.
 Copper theft from electric utilities 
is particularly hazardous to thieves and 
also to those who rely on electricity. 
In the worst cases, copper thefts have 
caused fires and explosions that have 

taken innocent lives.
 DEMCO suggests the following
tips to help stop copper theft:
 • If you notice anything unusual 
with electric facilities, such as an open 
substation gate, open equipment or 
hanging wire, contact DEMCO immedi-
ately.
 • If you see suspicious activities 
near electric facilities, call emergency 
services or DEMCO. Do not intervene. 
Allow officials to handle the situation.
 • If you work in construction, store 
copper securely, especially overnight.
 • Install motion-sensor lights on the 
outside of your house and business to 

deter possible thieves.
 • Store tools and wire cutters in a

secure location, and never leave them
out while away.
 For more information on staying 
safe around electricity, visit www.dem-
co.org or www.safeelectricity.org.

timely tips to help prevent copper theft
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Average Prices for Residential Electricity  
2012 �gures, in cents per kWh

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration 
Numbers rounded to nearest tenth of a cent 

Updated February 2014       

U.S. Average: 11.9¢ per kWh

Residential Average Price
(cents per kilowatt-hour)

Under 9.5¢
9.5¢ to 12.0¢

Over 12¢

VT: 17.0¢
NH: 16.1¢
MA: 14.9¢
RI: 14.4¢
CT: 17.3¢

NJ: 15.8¢
DE: 13.6¢
MD: 12.8¢
DC: 12.3¢

ME
14.7¢

NY
17.6¢

PA
12.7¢OH

11.8¢

  MI
14.1¢

IN
10.5¢

IL
11.4¢

WI
13.2¢

MN
11.4¢

IA
10.8¢

MO
10.2¢

AR
9.3¢

AL
11.4¢

KS
11.2¢

TX
11.0¢

NM
11.4¢

MS
10.3¢  LA

8.4¢

NE
10.0¢

SD
10.1¢

ND
9.1¢

CO
11.5¢

TN
10.1¢

  FL
11.4¢

GA
11.2¢

SC
11.8¢

NC
10.9¢

VA
11.1¢KY

9.4¢

    WV
9.9¢

AZ
11.3¢

UT
9.9¢

NV
11.8¢

CA
15.3¢

WY
9.8¢

MT
10.1¢

ID
8.7¢

OR
9.8¢

WA
8.5¢

AK
17.9¢

HI
37.3¢

OK
9.5¢

Demco provides energy efficiency information at Habitat
     At right, DeMCO em-
ployees norman engler 
and Chanon Johnson 
are shown at the recent 
Habitat Home and gar-
den show held in Ba-
ton Rouge. At far right, 
DeMCO employee Haley 
Meadows (right) presents 
Chris Husser with a new 
iPad. Husser was the lucky 
winner drawn from those 
individuals who visited the 
DeMCO booth. Thanks to 
everyone who stopped by 
to visit and take advantage 
of free energy efficiency 
information.

 In 1997, DEMCO established the 
DEMCO Foundation, a charitable orga-
nization dedicated to assisting DEMCO 
members in need.  Since its inception the 
Foundation has provided assistance in 
many ways and has impacted the lives 
of families and individuals throughout 
DEMCO’s seven-parish service area.
 As part of its continuing mission, 
the Foundation initiated a scholarship 
program. The purpose of the DEMCO 
Foundation Scholarship Program is to 
provide assistance to financially needy 
DEMCO members who are seeking to 
better themselves through trade school, 
vo-tech, community college, a university 
and/or other forms of educational pro-
grams in the state of Louisiana.
 The DEMCO Foundation will accept 
applications for the 2014 fall scholar-
ship awards until June 19, 2014.  Up 
to twenty (20) scholarships in amounts 
up to $1,000.00 may be awarded each 
semester.  Funds are to be used for pay-
ment of educational expenses such as 
tuition, books, and fees.  Payments of 
scholarships will be made directly to the 

applicant’s school of attendance.
 The following eligibility guidelines 
have been established for the DEMCO 
Foundation scholarship:
	 ELIGIBILITY	REQUIREMENTS
 The candidates must:
 • Be a DEMCO member, as defined 
by the DEMCO Foundation Bylaws
 • Applicant must qualify based upon 
his/her financial need.  Financial need 
shall be determined based upon informa-
tion provided to the DEMCO Founda-
tion including parental and/or spousal 
support, cost of education, and any other 
scholarships, funds, or grants received.
 • Possess a high school diploma or 
equivalent
 • Be a legal citizen of the United 
States of America
 • Have no felony convictions
 • Plan to attend a trade school, com-
munity college, university or other such 
Louisiana institution
 • Submit completed DEMCO Foun-
dation Scholarship Application, all sup-
porting documentation, a copy of official 
transcripts including cumulative GPA 

(minimum of 2.5 on 4.0 scale or equiva-
lent required), a summary of work and/
or extra-curricular activities, a minimum 
of three (3) letters of recommendation, 
and a cover letter by the applicant de-
tailing reasons for consideration. 
 • An acceptance letter from the 
school of choice for first time or trans-
ferring students.
 • All must be submitted to the 
DEMCO Foundation by 4p.m. central 
daylight time of deadline date (June 19, 
2014). Applications can not be faxed.

SCHOLARSHIP	LIMITATION
 Scholarship recipients are eligible to 
apply for a maximum lifetime scholar-
ship award of four (4) semesters/quarters 
per individual. (Acct. No. 9096833001)
 For more information regarding the 
DEMCO Foundation Scholarship Pro-
gram or to receive an application, please 
call (225) 262-2141 or visit us on the 
web at www.demco.org.

Excerpt	from	ARTICLE	II,	DEMCO	
Foundation	Bylaws

Definition of DEMCO Member:

 “For the purposes of these Articles 
of Incorporation, the DEMCO members 
are defined as those individuals who 
are members of Dixie Electric Member-
ship Corporation and the members of 
their immediate family.  Members of 
the immediate family shall mean those 
natural persons regularly residing in 
the member’s home which is served by 
DEMCO.”
DEMCO FOUNDATION
1810 S. RANGE AVE, SUITE 2
DENHAM SPRINGS, LA 70726
PHONE: (225) 262-2141

Demco foundation accepts scholarship applications for fall 2014
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 Local high school students Mazie 
Dieterich, Maggie DiLeo, Whitney 
Hartmann and Katie Oliver each won 
an all-expense paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., this June as the 2014 winners of 
DEMCO’s Rural Electric Co-op Youth 
Tour Essay Contest.
 The Youth Tour Essay Contest is 
an annual event that this year included 
essay entries from more than 300 
students throughout DEMCO’s seven-
parish service area. 
 The four winners were selected on 
March 11 during an evening banquet 
honoring the 12 finalists, their families, 
teachers and school principals. The 
banquet was held at White Oak Planta-
tion in Baton Rouge while the Zachary 
High School Jazz Ensemble provided 
musical entertainment.
 Oliver is a student at Christian Life 
Academy, DiLeo attends St. Joseph’s 
Academy, Dietrich attends Parkview 
Baptist School and Hartmann attends 
St. Michael’s High School.
  The other eight finalists included: 
Haleigh Giglio (Christian Life), Quin-
ton Townsel (Zachary High School), 
Deryl Blackard (West Feliciana High 
School), Jacob McCon (French Settle-
ment High School), Anna Arceneaux 
and Kara Peneguy (Runnels Academy) 
and Carol Crochet and Caroline Clark 
(Central High School).
 David Latona, Manager of Mem-
ber and Public Relations at DEMCO, 
served as master of ceremonies at the 

banquet. He introduced DEMCO CEO 
John Vranic, directors Ann Samuel and 
Leslie Falks, as well as other coopera-
tive employees who attended the event.
 An invocation was delivered by 

Louisiana Public Service Commission-
er Scott Angelle, who praised DEM-
CO’s board, management and staff for 
the cooperative’s quality service and 

competitive rates. 
 Keynote speaker for the evening 
was Jerry Stovall, president and CEO 
of the Baton Rouge Area Sports Foun-
dation. Stovall was an All-American 

running back at LSU and runner-up for 
the Heisman Trophy in 1962. He was a 
first-round NFL draft choice for the St. 
Louis Cardinals and was a 3-time Pro 
Bowl defensive back before retiring 
from the NFL in 1971. 
 Stovall later returned to Baton 
Rouge to serve as an assistant football 
coach under Charles McClendon and 
was named LSU’s head coach in 1980.
 Stovall’s inspirational message 
centered around a key period in his life 
when he was graduating from West 
Monroe High School and was the last 
player to be recruited at LSU that year.
 “They asked me if I wanted to go 
down to Baton Rouge and play football 
and when they said I could have three 
free meals a day, air-conditioning and a 
place to sleep in my own bed, that’s all 
I needed to hear,” the former football 
coach said.
 He encouraged the Youth Tour 
finalists to meet obstacles head-on and 
not be deterred by setbacks or per-
ceived disadvantages in their lives.
 “I don’t want to hear about the 
color of your skin or who your parents 
are or how poor you are or that you’re 
not smart enough or you don’t have 
certain advantages,” he said. “Have a 
plan and strategy for your life. Don’t 
limit yourself and don’t let anyone 
else limit you. Be the best you can be 
with whatever talent and resources and 
circumstances God gave you. Earn for 
yourself the right to walk with your 

head held high.”
 Each finalist was judged on the oral 
presentation of his or her essay. The 
finalists also completed a short written 
test on their knowledge of DEMCO 
and rural electrification.
 Youth Tour directors Sandy Stock-
well and Joni Kitchen of the Associa-
tion of Louisiana Electric Coopera-
tives, were also on hand to meet the 
Youth Tour contestants.
 DEMCO’s four Youth Tour winners 
will join 24 other Louisiana students 
this June to embark on their weeklong 
trip to Washington, D.C. During their 
stay in Washington, the Louisiana 
Youth Tour participants will visit the 
U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, Supreme Court, National Ar-
chives, Arlington Cemetery, and many 
other historically significant buildings 
and landmarks. 
 They will also join about 1,500 
other Youth Tour participants from 43 
different states to learn more about 
electric cooperatives.
 This marks the 36th year DEMCO 
has sponsored students in the Youth 
Tour program. DEMCO pioneered 
Louisiana participation in the Rural 
Electric Youth Tour in 1978 when it 
sent the first students from Louisiana 
to Washington, D.C. 
 The purpose of the Youth Tour pro-
gram is to provide outstanding youth 
with an insight into how their national 
government operates.

youth tour contest finalists honored at banquet

shown attending the 2014 DeMCO Rural electric Youth Tour banquet at White Oak Plantation are: (left to right) 
Haleigh giglio, Katie Oliver, Quinton Townsel, Maggie DiLeo, Mazie Dieterich, Deryl Blackard, keynote speaker Jerry 
stovall, DeMCO CeO and general Manager John Vranic, Louisiana Public service Commissioner scott Angelle, 
Anna Arceneaux, Jacob McCon, Kara Peneguy, Whitney Hartmann, Carol Crochet and Caroline Clark.

Above, banquet attend-
ees prepare for the eve-
ning meal at Chef John 
Folse’s White Oak Plan-
tation. At left, keynote 
speaker Jerry stovall, 
president and CeO of the 
Baton Rouge Area sports 
Foundation, visits with 
guests before making his 
presentation.
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Demco serves lunch at Ntcc

The DeMCO Cook Team recently served up a savory lunch for 
the staff and students at northshore Technical Community Col-
lege in greensburg. Pictured above are DeMCO representatives 
David Latona, Turk Tynes, Veronica Claiborne, Chanon Johnson, 
Toni Johnson, Chuck Heine, Brent Bradley and Penny Fruge (not 
pictured).

DeMCO Vice President of system Operations Mike Landry is shown above 
presenting a scholarship to local student Kelsey Bergeron as part of DeM-
CO’s annual scholarship program. (Acct. no. 4828702002)

Demco awards scholarship
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February	23,	2014-	March	9,	2014
Publish the Calendar of Events in the of-

ficial journal of each Parish, including 
the date, time, and place of the meet-
ing of the Nominating Committee.

March	20,	2014
DEMCO Special Board Meeting at 6:00 

p.m., at DEMCO Headquarters. The 
Committee on Nominations will be 
appointed at this meeting.

March	20,	2014
The Nominating Committee meeting 

begins at 6:05 p.m. at DEMCO Head-
quarters, 16262 Wax Road, Greenwell 
Springs, LA, with results of the meet-
ing to be posted March 21, 2014.

March	25,	2014—March	27,	2014
Pre-qualification period. Members 

interested in seeking a position on the 
board of directors are required pursu-
ant to DEMCO Board Policy to appear 
in person between these dates to 
determine eligibility requirements as 
prescribed in the corporation’s bylaws. 
Candidates must be qualified prior to 
the issuing of a nominating petition. 
Candidates not pre-qualified will not 
be eligible to seek a position on the 
board of directors.

April	1,	2014
DEMCO’s Annual Meeting and Bylaws 

Committee will meet at 5:00 p.m. on 
this date, if needed, to determine eligi-
bility of director candidates who have 
pre-qualified. Only candidates who 
have pre-qualified will be considered.

April	2,	2014
Beginning on this date, pre-qualified 

director candidates may obtain a peti-
tion to run for a seat on the board of 
directors. Louisiana law requires 50 
valid signatures for the petition to be 
validated.

April	16,	2014
Petitions must be returned to DEMCO’s 

headquarters office by 4:30 p.m. and 
received by the CEO and General 
Manager’s office.

April	17,	2014
The Annual Meeting and Bylaws 

Committee, if needed, will validate 
each petition and post the results as 
required by the corporation’s bylaws 
on this date.

April	17,	2014
This is the Record Date for the 2014 An-

nual Membership Meeting. A final list 
of those members eligible to vote in 
DEMCO’s 2014 Annual Membership 
Meeting will be prepared.

April	24,	2014	–	May	6,	2014
The Official Notice of the 2014 Annual 

Meeting will be mailed to all members 
of the cooperative during this time.

April	24,	2014
Ballots for the 2014 Annual Meeting will 

be mailed to members of the coop-
erative on this date. Members should 
receive ballots by Saturday, April 26 
- VOTE and mail your ballot immedi-
ately.

May	9,	2014
The deadline for receiving ballots for the 

2014 Annual Meeting is 4:30 p.m. on 
this date - DO NOT DELAY - VOTE!

May	12,	2014-	May14,	2014
Ballots will be counted during this period 

by the certified public accountants 
selected by DEMCO to conduct the 
annual meeting. Candidates will be ad-
vised as to the time and place that the 
ballots will be counted.

May	17,	2014
Annual meeting and election results 

announced at 10:00 a.m., at DEMCO 
Headquarters.

Demco calendar of events
2014 Annual membership meeting • saturday may 17, 2014 at 10:00 a.m.

Demco Headquarters facility • 16262 Wax road, greenwell springs, lA 70739

Notice of holiday office closing
      The offices of DeMCO will be 
closed on good Friday, April 18. 
A standby crew will be on call at 
all times to handle emergencies 
during the holiday.

 DeMCO’s 28th annual Big 
Buck Contest has concluded with 
great success. 
 The following individuals were 
the winners of the contest for the 
2013-14 white-tailed deer season.
     The top 10 Big Bucks were as 
follows: 
 1. Lester Jarreau
 2. Clarence Brock
 3. BJ Clark
 4. James Ray Clark
 5. Corey Wilkerson
 6. Derion Paxton
 7. Lester Jarreau
 7. Olivia Wilkerson
 8. Chad Bossom
 8. William Reily

 Youth Division winners were:
 1. gabe Jewell
 2. Travas glascock Jr.

 Other winners were:

 Bow division - Trent Acosta; 
Black powder division - Patrick 
Tanner; Big buck pot - Mike 
Knight.
 shown in the photo at right, 
pictured from left to right: Rip 
Clark (holding James Ray Clark’s 
buck), Case Clark (holding BJ 
Clark’s buck), Chad Bossom, Tra-
vas glascock Jr., Robert Paxton 
and ethan Paxton (holding Derion 
Paxton’s buck), Clarence Brock, 
Lester Jarreau, Olivia Little (hold-
ing Trent Acosta’s buck), Ron-
nie Corkern (DeMCO Big Buck 
contest Patriarch), gabe Jewell, 
Braden Wilkerson (holding Olivia 
Wilkerson’s buck), Aaron Reily 
(holding William Reily’s buck), 
Corey Wilkerson, Patrick Tanner, 
Braden Mathern (holding Les-
ter Jarreau’s buck). Names and 
photo provided by Ronnie Cork-
ern.

Demco sponsors 28th Annual Big Buck contest
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Call 877-2-Mueller (877-268-3553)

Click www.muellerinc.com

Come By 32 Convenient Locations

GORGEOUS. STRONG. EFFICIENT.

Simply Stunning
RESIDENTIAL METAL ROOFING

SimplyStunning_LA_Mueller.indd   1 1/24/14   9:52 AM
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 17, 2014, at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEMCO’s 
headquarters facility located at 16262 
Wax Road, Greenwell Springs, La.

Sleep	to	Better	Health
 Millions of Americans have trouble 
sleeping. And poor sleep may be cost-
ing you more than fatigue.
 Sleep deprivation is connected to 
numerous health problems:
 • People with insomnia or sleep 
apnea (breathing cessation) have 
increased risk for cardiovascular con-
ditions, such as high blood pressure, 
stroke, coronary heart disease and irreg-
ular heartbeat.
 • Insufficient sleep raises the risk 
for type 2 diabetes, depression and 
metabolic changes linked to obesity.
 The good news is that you can sleep 
better.
 First, try exercise. Even a little 

regular exercise helps. According to the 
National Sleep Foundation’s 2013 Sleep 
in America poll:
 • Seventy-six percent to 83 percent 
of exercisers (including vigorous, mod-
erate and light exercisers) said their 
sleep quality was very good or fairly 
good.
 • Non-exercisers are twice as likely 
as exercisers to have sleep apnea, a 
major risk for heart trouble.
 Identify your sleep robbers. Is 
worry keeping you awake? Maybe it’s 
caffeine (especially close to bedtime) or 
medications, pain, indigestion or other 
physical problems. Record your sleep 
patterns for a month to identify the cul-
prits.

Spring	Clean	Your	Electric	Bill
 Adding a few items to your list 
of spring chores can help make your 
home more energy efficient and deliver 
electric bills that won’t make you sweat 
when temperatures soar.

 Start with your air conditioner. 
Spring and early summer are good 
times to make sure that air conditioning 
unit is ready to work when you flip the 
switch: 
 • Get help from a qualified profes-
sional who can inspect and service your 
unit. 
 • Give your air conditioner a do-
it-yourself cleaning. Shut the unit off, 
and clear away leaves and yard debris 
outside. Inside the unit, clean or replace 
filters that can restrict air flow and 
reduce overall efficiency by making 
the air conditioner work harder on hot 
summer days. Dust the fan blades if you 
can do so safely. Make sure air can flow 
freely over the inside and outside coils. 
Vacuum registers to remove any dust 
buildup. (Acct. No. 80215999002)
 • Check weather stripping. When 
using window units, ensure that weather 
stripping is in place. Placement should 
be between the middle of the top win-
dow pane and the bottom pane.

 • Check out your roof.  See how 
well your roof has weathered the winter. 
Few things can shorten the life of your 
home faster than a roof leak, even a 
minor one can damage your attic insu-
lation before you know it. A roofing 
professional can assess and repair things 
like loose or missing shingles, repair 
leaks, and clear gutters. 
 Visit TogetherWeSave.com to find 
out how little measures around the 
house can add up to big energy savings 
as temperatures outside climb. 

 Lucky	Account	Number	Contest
 The Lucky Account Number Con-
test continues this month with four 
winners in this edition of Along These 
Lines. Before you continue looking 
through this edition for your winning 
number, look for your account number 
printed above your mailing address. 
Locate this number anywhere in this 
issue and win the $25 prize. To claim 
your prize, please call 225-262-3072.

 Last November, there was a lot of 
media buzz over the 50th anniversary of 
the assassination of President Kennedy.
 People recalled precisely where they 
were the moment they learned of the 
killing on Nov. 22, 1963. The familiar Za-
pruder film footage taken in Dealey Plaza 
during that dreadful day in Dallas was 
shown over and over, as was the clip of 
CBS news anchor Walter Cronkite remov-
ing his thick, black horn-rimmed glasses 
and trying to keep his composure as he 
announced to the nation that the president 
was officially declared dead at “1 p.m. 
Central Standard Time, 2 o’clock Eastern 
Standard Time, some 38 minutes ago.”
 Today, such a shocking event would 
be announced nanoseconds after the fact 
through Twitter feeds and Instagram posts 
with little or no verification. There would 
be no nationally galvanizing Cronkite 
moment, which I’m just guessing would 
somehow diminish the gravity and emo-
tional impact of the situation.
 I don’t have a personal recollection of 
the JFK assassination because I was only 
six months old at the time. I was too busy 
being mesmerized by rattles, begging for 
milk and trying to figure out how to bust 
out of that dang crib.
 For many of us born between the 
Baby Boomers and the Gen X crowd, 
two flashbulb moments imprinted on our 
memory banks include the day in 1980 
when John Lennon was killed and the 
day in 1981 when John Hinckley shot 
President Ronald Reagan. Some remem-
ber what they were doing when the Berlin 
Wall came down in 1989 or when they 
watched that bizarre slow-speed chase of 
murder suspect O.J. Simpson on a Califor-
nia highway in 1994.
 For the Millennials there was Sept. 
11, 2001. For the iGeneration, the most 

brain-searing moment was probably the 
first Facebook selfie of Kim Kardashian’s 
baby bump. 
 Jan. 28, 1986, is one day I’ll never 
forget. That’s the day the Space Shuttle 
Challenger exploded on live TV before 
the eyes of millions of Americans. My 
own two eyes happened to be viewing 
the mid-day launch from the living room 
of my parents’ home. I had just gradu-
ated with a degree in journalism and after 
sending out a slew of resumes was cooling 
my heels and waiting to see which of my 
potential employers was interested in hir-
ing a future Pulitzer Prize-winning scribe.
 I remember lying on the brown shag 
carpet and settling in to watch the launch, 
which by that time in the history of the 
shuttle program seemed routine. This mis-
sion was a bit different, though, as among 
the seven people aboard the shuttle was 
the first civilian to participate in a flight to 
space, a teacher named Christa McAuliffe.
 In classrooms across the U.S., school 
children were also tuned in to the live TV 
coverage to see the historic event unfold.
 The initial stage of the flight appeared 
to proceed as planned with a big rumbling, 
churning blast of smoke and fire flashing 
out in every direction and the rocket’s tall 
support bracket releasing its hold. But 
then as the cameras tracked Challenger’s 
progress toward the upper atmosphere, a 
huge explosion suddenly erupted. Adding 
to the surreal quality of the event was the 

fact that the NASA announcer kept reel-
ing off velocity, altitude and down-range 
distance figures even after the explosion 
occurred.
 I remember being stunned by the 
explosion and the disintegration as the 
twin rocket boosters trailed off in opposite 
directions and then turned toward one 
another to create the impression of a pair 
of bull’s horns against the cloudless blue 
sky. As the horror of a nation was sinking 
in, the debris floated down in slow mo-
tion toward the Atlantic, leaving vertical 
trails of thick, white smoke and taking our 
country’s sense of invincibility with it.
 The tragedy was experienced in 
stages, just like the planned space mission 
itself. Time seemed to stop as everyone 
who was watching live initially wanted 
to believe that what they were witness-
ing was just some misunderstood part 
of the process. Then came the gruesome 
realization of the human carnage that 
was actually taking place. Then came the 
mental game of concocting some scenario 
in our minds whereby the astronauts could 
possibly survive by maybe ejecting or 
having some super-secret NASA-designed 
contingency for such an explosion that 
would allow the crew to fall safely to 
earth and be rescued in the ocean waters.
 And then, finally, the understanding 
we had just seen in real time the sudden 
deaths of seven brave men and women 
who had “slipped the surly bonds of 

earth,” as Reagan later put it, for the pur-
pose of advancing our collective knowl-
edge of space exploration.
 Memories of the Challenger disaster 
were dredged up last month when my 
family joined the Scouts of Pack 42 on a 
tour of Space Center Houston. When the 
incident was brought up during a presen-
tation, I recalled the aftermath of the trag-
edy, the government investigation and the 
scrutiny of O-rings and politicians casting 
blame in this direction or that, using the 
disaster to advance their political agendas.
 I wondered what must have been go-
ing through the minds of the astronauts 
who would eagerly volunteer to climb 
into the next space capsule affixed to huge 
tanks of highly combustible rocket fuel.
 Then I thought about how people 
everywhere, every day, experience their 
own personal explosions in the form of 
divorce, depression, disease, financial 
duress, addiction, loneliness, abuse and 
spiritual brokenness. Assuming they 
survive those explosions, how do they find 
a way to clean up the debris, mop up the 
ashes, try to figure out what went wrong 
and then gather the courage to climb back 
into that capsule knowing another calam-
ity could be minutes away.
 Having survived a few explosions 
myself, I try – not always successfully 
– to minimize the carping I do about the 
temperature not being just right, the trash 
collection not being on time, people cut-
ting me off in traffic, loud-mouth politi-
cians, my hair turning gray, standing in 
long lines and other minor annoyances.
 Most of all, I try my best to relax 
and enjoy those moments in between the 
explosions without carrying around the 
emotional baggage from the previous one 
because you never know when the next 
one is going to hit. 

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director of Communications
Association of Louisiana electric Cooperatives

lacountryblog.wordpress.com

challenger disaster is a reminder to enjoy the quiet times
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Demco receives recognition 
from central chamber

DeMCO employees (from left) David Latona and Penny Fruge ac-
cept the Central Chamber of Commerce’s Large Business of the Year 
Award from CCC President Wayne Leader. Latona and Fruge received 
the award on behalf of DeMCO’s board, management, employees and 
members.

Demco safety Award Winners

Walls crossing: Rickey Cummings, John Vranic, Marci Templet, Jared soi-
leau, Ronnie Corkern, Chase Broussard, Danny Delatte, shawn Little, David 
Fournet, Louis Lee, Chad norred, Philip Harris, Mike Landry, Jacob Overhultz.

greensburg: Rickey Cummings, Doug Watson, John Vranic, Josh Miller, 
Alvin Thompson, Josh Conleay, Theo McCray, Ric Cutrer, Rachel Roule, 
greg Caruth, Mike Landry, Michael “Rookie” Armstrong, Quanika Muse, Doug 
Dalgo, nick Carruth, Kaleb Lee, Robert DeLee, scott Miller, Vince estes, 
Jimmy Holden, Jacob Overhultz.

st. francisville: Rickey Cummings, John Vranic, Carl Watts, Tony Mcneese, 
Kevin Beauchamp, Johnny Metz, Aaron Terrance, Cade Felps, James Wells, 
Chuck spillman, Warren Jefferson, Mike Landry, Jacob Overhultz.

Zachary: Rickey Cummings, John Vranic, William Reily, Caleb Wilkinson, 
Mike Parker, Mike Landry, Brian Merritt, Jacob Overhultz.

Demco continues support
of susan g. komen foundation

DeMCO’s employees, friends and 
family members were proud to once 
again participate in the susan g. 
Komen Race for the Cure held on the 
LsU campus in March. DeMCO was 
among the top 20 largest teams sup-
porting the fight against breast cancer 
at the annual event, which draws 
thousands of runners and walkers 
each year.

lmt program audit is underway
 On April 1, 2014, DeMCO began an audit of its Load Management 
Terminal (LMT) program. Over the next several months, DeMCO ener-
gy services technicians will be inspecting all load management switches 
on DeMCO’s system in an effort to confirm that the devices are properly 
connected and in working order. We ask that DeMCO LMT participants 
allow our technicians access to the equipment to properly inventory all 
devices.  if you have any questions regarding the LMT Audit, please 
contact DeMCO at 225-262-2160. Thank you!
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Meeting	of	February	20,	2014
 The board of directors of 
DEMCO held its regular meet-
ing Thursday, February 20, 2014.  
Board President Richard Sitman 
called the meeting to order at 6:00 
p.m. (Acct. No. 723701001)
 The board then approved the 
minutes of the previous meetings, 
new member list, Treasurer’s Report 
and Operations Committee report as 
written.  
 From the Purchasing Committee 
Randy Lorio, committee chairman, 
presented the report.  The board 
then approved a resolution accepting 
bids for the following: Chain Elec-
tric Company for Buillion Crossing, 

Phase Three (underground); Alstom 
Grid for the purchase of eight (8) 
69kV circuit breakers. The board 
moved to amend its October 17, 
2013 resolution to purchase three 
skidders from Emery Equipment 
thereby negating the approval to 

purchase, and they moved to pur-
chase in lieu of lease vehicles from 
Altec.  They also moved to purchase 
a digger derrick from Altec.  Next 
the board resolved to authorize 
management to extend the pole bid 
for Desoto Treated Materials, Inc. 
for 2014 pole requirements at per 
pole unit prices quoted for 2012 and 
extended through 2013.
 From the Finance Commit-
tee report Steve Irving, committee 
chairman, reviewed the Interest, 
Fuel Cost Adjustment and Finan-
cial Summary reports.  The board 
approved a resolution reclassify-
ing those accounts disconnected in 
October 2013 as uncollectible.   

 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.  
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Foun-
dation reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attor-
ney’s report.  The board then 
resolved to appoint Dennis R. Lott 
as the NRECA Annual and Regional 
Meeting Voting Delegate, DEMCO’s 
CFC Voting Delegate, DEMCO’s 
NRTC Voting Delegate, and DEM-
CO’s NCSC Voting Delegate; and, 
also to appoint John D. Vranic as 
the alternate voting delegate in all of 
the above-mentioned capacities.

From the Board Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports

J.k. Johnson
Denham springs, lA

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
tAxiDermy

I  d idn ’ t  even know there  was a  d ia l . Now, I ’m sav ing  $73 a  year  by 

turn ing  my wa ter  hea ter  down to  120°. Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how 

the  l i t t le  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

TURNS OUT, MONEY BURNS 
WHEN MY WATER HEATER 
IS SET ABOVE 120 DEGREES.

1.

3. 4.

2.

ABOUT THE EPA’S NEW CLIMATE REGULATIONS

ABANDONS ALL-OF-THE ABOVE
The Administration is reversing course: 
ditching our All-of-the-Above energy 
strategy for an All-But-One approach 
that bans new coal plants.

TECHNOLOGY GAMBLE
New regulations essentially require 
technology that’s not commercially 
viable and prohibitively expensive—
leading to higher bills down the line.

LIMITS ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, 
DOMESTIC ENERGY
By banning new coal plants, Americans 
forfeit a 236-year domestic source of 
energy with a historically stable price.

HISTORY REPEATS:
ALL-BUT-ONE DOESN’T WORK
A 1978 mandate prevented use of natural 
gas & forced utilities into coal or nuclear—
before common sense prevailed and it 
was repealed 9 years later.

4TOP FACTS

ACTION.COOP



April 2014 • ALOng THese Lines • Page 11

    
   







































































































































































































       
       
     
       
     

       
     



     
    

  
       
       
       
      
  

     
     

  

          
        

      
     
     
      
      
     
  

    
     

     
   

    
   

 
 

 
 
 

    
    

 

      
       
       

  

  
   

     
   



     
       

    

    
    
  
    

    
  

          
      

 
  
   





Our People - Your Power

We’re DEMCO, but to our 
  members we’re known as 

An energy efficient home is one that saves you money.  Let DEMCO assist you 

in making positive changes to your home that will help lower your monthly 

energy bill.  Visit DEMCO.org for helpful tips and instructions on making your 

home more energy efficient, and watch the savings add up.  Log on today to 

bring a little efficiency to your life.  DEMCO puts the power in your hands!         

demco.org


