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Technology changes, but wildlife

photographer’s message is the same



iving in South Louisiana, foot-
ball is all around you. Some-
times I’m upset by a referee’s 
decision. I know they are 

needed to enforce rules of the game, 
but I’ve seen quite a few blown calls in 
my time. 
 In many ways, mistakes by the men 
in stripes can mirror what’s going on 
with government regulation regarding 
electric utilities and power production. 
 The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) writes the rulebook for 
power producing companies like Loui-
siana Generating (this is where DEM-
CO purchases its wholesale power that 
we deliver to your home or business), 
and the EPA also serves as a referee, 
enforcing the rules of the game. 
 At DEMCO, we’re committed to 
keeping your monthly electric bill as 
affordable as possible. We all have 
economic pressures in our lives, and 
spending less money on electricity is 
something that benefits everyone.
 So you can understand why I get 
upset when I see EPA folks make bad 
calls that put pressure on how much 
you are charged to purchase power.
 Over much of the past two years, 
Congress thoroughly debated, but 
never actually passed, a comprehensive 
climate change bill that was designed 
to address global warming. At the be-
ginning of that debate, global warming 
was an issue and a threat to our planet 
that many lawmakers and their con-
stituents felt needed to be tackled.
 But public opinion on this impor-
tant issue shifted, along with the bal-
ance of political power in Washington, 
and the debate was essentially tabled. 

However, the current presidential ad-
ministration has both stated and dem-
onstrated its clear intention to bypass 
the legislative process and force the re-
duction of carbon emissions and other 
greenhouse gasses through regulatory 
means. 
 To this end, the EPA has stepped 
forward and has now fielded a team of 
new regulations. Out of these players, 
three could “penalize” your electric 
bills. 

	 •	Clean	Air	Transport	Rule:	This	
rule kicks in next year and aims to cap 
power plant emissions of sulfur dioxide 
and nitrogen oxides from state to state 
between 31 eastern states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia to include the state of 
Louisiana.  
 By 2014, the EPA claims the rule, 
when combined with other state and 
federal measures (such as Maximum 
Achievable Control Technology, or 
MACT, rules for mercury emissions), 
will reduce sulfur dioxide emissions 
from power plants by 71 percent and 
nitrogen oxide emissions by 52 percent 
from 2005 levels, but it will cost utili-
ties $2.8 billion every year to comply.
	 •	Cooling	Water	Intake	Require-
ments:	Power	plants	use	water	from	
lakes or rivers or other ground sources 
to cool generating equipment. While 

screens and various components pre-
vent fish and other wildlife from enter-
ing water intake pipes, the EPA thinks 
this equipment could be improved. 
 We’re expecting a rule proposal 
soon, and the impact could be severe. 
The	North	American	Electric	Reliabil-
ity	Corporation	(NERC),	the	nation’s	
bulk power grid watchdog, claims if 
this rule is strictly enforced, one-third 
of U.S. electricity capacity may need to 
be retired and replaced by new facili-
ties paid for by ratepayers across the 
country.
	 •	Coal	Ash:	To	ensure	the	safe	
disposal of fly ash and other residues 
(bottom ash, scrubber sludge, and slag) 
produced by coal-fired power plants 
(known as coal combustion residu-
als,	or	CCRs),	the	EPA	is	considering	
whether or not to designate the materi-
als—for the first time ever—as hazard-
ous waste. 
 Complying with this rule could 
cost billions and would also effectively 
halt	recycling	efforts.	Right	now	we	
use one-third of all fly ash as a Port-
land cement substitute—and for every 
ton of concrete replaced by fly ash, 
a ton of greenhouse gas emissions is 
avoided. 
 On four prior occasions—most 
recently under the Clinton Adminis-
tration in 2000—the EPA determined 
CCRs	do	not	warrant	regulation	as	a	
hazardous waste. Not only did the EPA 
find	CCRs	rarely,	if	ever,	exhibit	a	haz-
ardous waste characteristic, the agency 
also concluded states can safely man-
age	CCRs	under	federal	non-hazardous	
waste rules. 
 DEMCO is committed to keep-
ing you informed about government 
regulations that could potentially in-
crease the cost we all pay for electric-
ity. We’re joining co-ops nationally 
to ask Congress for a much-needed 
time-out—a two-year moratorium 
on EPA regulation of carbon dioxide 
greenhouse gases. A delay would give 
lawmakers the opportunity to fashion 
climate change legislation that protects 
you, our members, and keeps electric 
bills affordable.
 We’re working together to keep 
your electric bills affordable. We’re 
controlling costs through innovation. 
And we’re continuing to put you, our 
members, first. No matter what the fu-
ture brings, one thing is certain. We’re 
Looking Out for You.
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    noted wildlife photographer and 
author C.C. lockwood is adapt-
ing to technological changes, but 
his love for the environment is the 
same. see story on page 6.
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manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo Ceo and general Manager

at Demco, we’re 
committed to keeping 

your monthly electric bill 
as affordable 
as possible.

• Figures taken from reports filed with the LPSC
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 The earned income tax credit (EITC) is a 
credit for certain people who work and have earned 
income in tax year 2010 under $48,362. A tax 
credit usually means more money in your pocket. It 
reduces the amount of tax you owe. The EITC may 
also give you a refund. Earned income includes all 
the taxable income and wages you get whether you 
work for someone who pays you or you work in a 
business you own. Taxable earned income includes 
wages,	salaries,	and	tips,	union	strike	benefits,	long-
term	disability	benefits	received	prior	to	minimum	
retirement age, and net earnings from self-employ-
ment. (Acct. No. 225440302)
 To claim the EITC on your tax return, you must 
meet	all	of	the	following	rules:
	 •	Must	have	a	valid	Social	Security	Number
	 •	Must	have	earned	income	from	employment	or	
from self-employment.
	 •	Your	filing	status	cannot	be	married,	filing	
separately.
	 •	Must	be	a	U.S.	citizen	or	resident	alien	all	
year, or a nonresident alien married to a U.S. citizen 
or	resident	alien	and	filing	a	joint	return.
	 •	Cannot	be	a	qualifying	child	of	another	person.
	 •	If	you	don’t	have	a	qualifying	child,	you	must:
   - be age 25 but under 65 at the end of the year,
   - live in the United States for more than half 
the year, and,
   - not qualify as a dependent of another person.
	 •	Cannot	file	Form	2555	or	2555-EZ	(related	to	
foreign earned income)
	 For	Tax	Year	2010	earned	income	and	adjusted	
gross	income	must	each	be	less	than:
	 •	$43,352	($48,362	married	filing	jointly)	with	
three or more qualifying children;
	 •	$40,363	($45,373	married	filing	jointly)	with	
two or more qualifying children;
	 •	$35,535	($40,545	married	filing	jointly)	with	
one qualifying child;
	 •	$13,460	($18,470	married	filing	jointly)	with	
no qualifying children.
	 Tax	Year	2010	maximum	credit:
	 •	$5657	with	three	or	more	qualifying	children;
	 •	$5028	with	two	or	more	qualifying	children;
	 •	$3043	with	one	qualifying	child;
	 •	$457	with	no	qualifying	children.
	 •	Investment	income	must	be	$3,100	or	less	for	
the year.

What is the
eitc?

 The annual membership meeting of 
DEMCO, when members of the coopera-
tive vote for their board of directors and 
receive reports concerning the financial 
health and operation of their utility, is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 2011, 
beginning at 10 a.m. The meeting will be 
held at DEMCO’s headquarters facility, 
16262	Wax	Road.
 According to Turk Tynes, vice-pres-
ident of marketing and member services, 
director elections will be conducted with 
a mail-in ballot. “The mail ballot pro-
cess has been utilized for many years by 
DEMCO and allows all members to have 
a voice in a convenient format,” he said.
 Director elections are scheduled for 
East	Baton	Rouge	Parish,	District	4;	East	
Feliciana	Parish,	District	5;	Livingston	
Parish, District 8; and St. Helena Parish, 

District 10. Steve Irving, 
Faye	Morris,	Dennis	Lott	
and	Richard	Sitman	cur-
rently represent the board 
of directors in these areas 
of the DEMCO system.
DEMCO members seek-
ing positions on the 
board of directors must 
meet eligibility require-
ments as prescribed by 
the corporation’s bylaws 
(see notice to director 
candidates below). According to Tynes, 
director candidates must also pre-qualify 
in person in order to be considered as a 
candidate and to receive an election peti-
tion. Candidates are advised to contact 
DEMCO regarding pre-qualification of 
director candidates and pre-qualification 

dates at their earliest convenience.  
 Louisiana law and DEMCO’s bylaws 
require a petition with 50 valid sig-
natures, from within individual board 
districts, prior to placing the candidate’s 
name on the ballot.  Louisiana law also 
requires 15 percent of the membership, 

within individual board districts, register 
for the annual meeting for a valid election 
to take place.  
 More information concerning the 
2011 annual membership meeting may 
be found in your local newspaper and in 
future editions of Along These Lines.

Demco annual membership meeting set for may 14, 2011

         irving              lott             morris                sitman

Notice to Demco director candidates
 Article IV, Section 4.04 of the 
bylaws of Dixie Electric Mem-
bership Corporation (DEMCO) 
provide that “no person shall be 
eligible to become or remain a 
director, who;
 1. is not a member and bona 
fide	resident	in	the	district	from	
which he is elected and whose prin-
cipal place of residence is served by 
DEMCO; or
 2. is in any way employed by or 
has	a	significant	financial	interest	in	
a competing enterprise; or provides 
services or supplies to DEMCO; or
	 3.	is	an	elected	public	official,	
or is the spouse of an elected public 
official,	in	connection	with	which	
a salary or compensation in excess 
of $100.00 per annum is paid, it 
being the intent of the members of 
DEMCO that the board of directors 
of	DEMCO	be	free	from	the	influ-
ence	of	political	officials;	or
	 4.	is	a	close	relative,	as	defined	
in Article IV, Section 4.09, of any 
board member, or any employee of 
DEMCO; or
 5. is a convicted felon; or
 6. is a current employee of 
DEMCO, or has been terminated 
from employment by DEMCO.”

Principal place 
of residence defined

	 To	define	the	term	“principal	
place of residence,” as used in the 
corporation bylaws, Article IV, 
Section 4.04, Board Policy 111.003 
shall	be	the	following:
 The principal place of resi-
dence of a DEMCO member shall 
be his or her habitual residence in 
accordance with the laws of the 
State of Louisiana. A determination 
of principal place of residence of a 
DEMCO	member	shall	be	a	finding	
of fact to be made by the Board of 
Directors of Dixie Electric Mem-
bership Corporation. In evaluating 

where a member’s principal place 
of residence exists, the Board of Di-
rectors	shall	consider	the	following:
 1. Where the member usually 
sleeps;
 2. Where most clothing, toi-
letries, household appliances, and 
similar personal property regularly 
used by the member are located;
 3. Where the member is regis-
tered to vote;
 4. Where the member, or a 
spouse with whom he or she lives, 
has a telephone in his or her name 
which is not usually on call forward 
to another residence;
 5. Where the member directly 
receives most mail addressed to 
him or her; and,
 6. Whether the member is free 
to enter the premises without notice 
to, or permission from others.

Close relative defined
 Article IV, Section 4.09, of the 
bylaws of Dixie Electric Mem-
bership Corporation (DEMCO) 
provides	for	the	following:
 Close relative shall mean the 
husband or wife, child, mother or 
father, step-mother or step-father, 
mother-in-law, father-in-law, sister 
or brother, brother-in-law, sister-in-
law, daughter-in-law, son-in-law, 
aunt or uncle, niece or nephew, 
grandparent or grandchild. 

Pre-qualification period
 To establish an annual mem-
bership	meeting	pre-qualification	
period during which DEMCO shall 
have adequate time to investigate 
potential director candidates and 
determine eligibility, as prescribed 
in the corporation’s bylaws, prior to 
the issuance of a nominating peti-
tion, the following bylaws shall be 
followed:
	 A.	A	pre-qualification	period	
for director candidates shall be es-
tablished by the Board of Directors 

prior to the issuance of a nominat-
ing petition to ensure compliance 
with the corporation’s bylaws with 
reference to director eligibility.
	 B.	The	pre-qualification	period	
shall be a three (3) day period 
during regular business hours, no 
more than 60 days, nor less than 45 
days, prior to the date of the annual 
membership meeting as established 
by the Board of Directors.
 C. Written notice of this policy 
shall be given to the membership 
annually	in	the	corporation’s	offi-
cial newsletter, Along These Lines, 
and by inclusion in the “Calendar 
of	Events,”	published	in	the	Official	
Journal of each parish where the 
corporation maintains service.  
 D. To prequalify, director 
candidates must appear in person, 
at	the	office	of	the	Chief	Executive	
Officer	&	General	Manager,	16262	
Wax	Road,	Greenwell	Springs,	
Louisiana, during the established 
pre-qualification	period.	
 E. Director candidates shall 
complete and sign a Director Eligi-
bility Information form and Quali-
fication	Certification	in	order	to	
pre-qualify. The following informa-
tion	must	be	provided	and	certified	
as true by the director candidate 
and spouse, if applicable.
 1. Date of Birth
 2. Louisiana Driver’s License   
     Number
 3. Social Security Number
 4. Employer
 5. Job Title
 6. Telephone Number
 7. DEMCO Account Number
	 8.	Certificate	of	Qualifying	
	 				Certification	
	 F.	Director	candidates	who	
fail to pre-qualify will be declared 
ineligible to seek a position on the 
Board of Directors and will not be 
issued a nominating petition.



Page 4 • Along These lines • Jan./Feb. 2011

 Magician scott Davis performs 
his “Making Accidents Disappear” 
electric safety magic show for 
levi Milton elementary school 
students.  in november, 2010. The 
visit was sponsored by DeMCo 
in an effort to present the show 
to over 4,000 students within the 
DeMCo service area and teach 
them about the importance of us-
ing electricity safely and wisely.

Demco hosts 
magic show 
for students

D e m c o
calendar of events

2011 annual membership meeting
saturday, may 14, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.

locatioN oF meetiNg
Demco Headquarters’ Facility

16262 Wax road,
greenwell springs, la  70739

	 •	Feb.	21,	2011-March	6,	2011	-	Publica-
tion	in	the	official	journal	in	each	Parish	the	
Calendar	of	Events:	and	the	date,	time,	and	
place of the meeting of the Nominating Com-
mittee.
	 •	March	17,	2011	-	DEMCO	Special	
Board	Meeting	at	6:00	p.m.,	at	DEMCO’s	
headquarters.  The Committee on Nomina-
tions will be appointed at this meeting.
	 •	March	17,	2011	-	The	Nominating	
Committee	meeting	begins	at	6:05	p.m.	at	
DEMCO	headquarters,	16262	Wax	Road,	
Greenwell Springs, LA, with results of the 
meeting to be posted March 18, 2011.
	 •	March	22-24,	2011	-	Pre-qualification	
period.  Members interested in seeking a 
position on the board of directors are required 
pursuant to DEMCO Board Policy to appear 
in person between these dates to determine 
eligibility requirements as prescribed in the 
corporation’s bylaws.  Candidates must be 
qualified	prior	to	the	issuing	of	a	nominating	
petition.		Candidates	not	pre-qualified	will	not	
be eligible to seek a position on the board of 
directors.
	 •	March	29,	2011	-	DEMCO’s	Annual	
Meeting and Bylaws Committee will meet at 
5:00	p.m.	on	this	date,	if	needed,	to	determine	
eligibility of director candidates who have 
pre-qualified.		Only	candidates	who	have	pre-
qualified	will	be	considered.
	 •	March	30,	2011	-	Beginning	on	this	
date,	pre-qualified	director	candidates	may	
obtain a petition to run for a seat on the board 
of directors.  Louisiana law requires 50 valid 
signatures for the petition to be validated.
	 •	April	13,	2011	-	Petitions	must	be	
returned	to	DEMCO’s	headquarters	office	
by	4:30	p.m.	and	received	by	the	CEO	and	
General	Manager’s	office.		
	 •	April	14,	2011	-	The	Annual	Meet-
ing and Bylaws Committee, if needed, will 
validate each petition and post the results as 
required by the corporation’s bylaws on this 
date.
	 •	April	15,	2011	-	This	is	the	Record	Date	
for the 2011 Annual Membership Meeting.  A 
final	list	of	those	members	eligible	to	vote	in	
DEMCO’s 2011 Annual Membership Meeting 
will be prepared.
	 •	April	21-May	3,	2011	-	The	Official	
Notice of the 2011 Annual Meeting will be 
mailed to all members of the cooperative dur-
ing this time.
	 •	April	21,	2011	-	Ballots	for	the	2011	
Annual Meeting will be mailed to members of 
the cooperative on this date.  Members should 
receive their ballots by Saturday, April 23   -- 
VOTE and mail your ballot immediately.
	 •	May	6,	2011	-	The	deadline	for	receiv-
ing ballots for the 2011 Annual Membership 
Meeting	is	4:30	p.m.	on	this	date	--	DO	NOT	
DELAY -- VOTE!
	 •	May	9-11,	2011	-	Ballots	will	be	
counted	during	this	period	by	the	certified	
public accountants selected by DEMCO to 
conduct the annual meeting.  Candidates will 
be advised as to the time and place that the 
ballots will be counted.
	 •	May	14,	2011	-	Annual	meeting	and	
election	results	announced	at	10:00	a.m.,	at	
DEMCO’s Headquarters.

Demco takes part in job shadowing program

Donna Detrie, Agra Templet, Louis Harrison and Phil 
Zito enjoy a great day of Golf at the Annual DEMCO 
Golf Tournament.
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 This past fall, two students from 
Zachary	High	School	received	hands-on	
experience in the Engineering Depart-
ment at DEMCO.  
 The cooperative was honored to 
host Durrell Joseph (sophomore) and 
Raven	Snowden	(senior)	as	part	of	
the school’s job-shadowing program. 
Joseph and Snowden are members of 
the Interact Club, a service organization 
sponsored	by	the	Zachary	Rotary	Club.
 In their visit to DEMCO, the youth 
were	given	advice	from	Ron	May,	
DEMCO Vice President of Engineering 
and Operations. May gave guidance to 
the two students in regards to prepara-
tion to become an engineer. 
 This was followed by a presentation 
by Brent Bradley, Manager of Business 
and Member Services. Bradley spoke 
briefly	on	the	cooperative	business	
model and how community projects like 
those	pursued	by	the	ZHS	Interact	Club	
are	firmly	in	line	with	what	DEMCO’s	
business principles.  

 “Today’s tour is such 
an honor for DEMCO,” 
Bradley stated. “It is proj-
ects like this that make our 
cooperative	a	fixture	in	the	
communities we serve.”
 IC sponsor Kim Littles 
and her students experi-
enced many professionals 
in their own environment 
during this day of job-shad-
owing. At DEMCO, Joseph 
and Snowden were treated 
finally	with	a	hands-on	tour	
by DEMCO lineman Dusty 
Guarino, who invested time 
in the youth by showing 
them his day-to-day respon-
sibilities.  
 Guarino, like so many other DEM-
CO	employees,	finds	great	satisfaction	in	
giving back to the communities served 
by the cooperative.
 This day of service was one small 
way DEMCO is striving to meet the 

goals set forth in its mission. One in 
particular is to be a “good corporate 
citizen” and invest resources back into 
the community. At the end of the day, the 
students were able to learn more about a 
career	field	where	they	will	surely	make	
a positive impact one day.

DEMCO employee Dusty Guarino, right, introduc-
es Zachary High School students Durrell Joseph 
and Raven Snowden to one of the many pieces 
of equipment necessary for DEMCO to distribute 
power to its nearly 100,000 members.

local businesses sponsor Demco tourney
 DeMCo wishes to thank the following sponsors for their 
generous support of the Annual DeMCo golf Tournament:
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Demco recognized for years of service to co-op members
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to see the onset of eye disease. An eye  
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your eyes. Visit checkyearly.com. A message
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America and AARP.
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5 years
Robby White, 
Brandon simon, 
Ben Morein, Ric 
Cutrer, sonya 
Boyd, Jeremy 
Bluin, with Ceo 
John Vranic

louisiana one Call
Morgan’s Mechanical
national American sales
nelson Tree service
oak Point Frest Market
Quail hollow
Reulet electric
sam’s
smoothie King
snyper Drilling services
sports gumbo
stuart C. irby
stuart C. irby
Taylor-Porter
Techline, inc.
Tiger Rag
Traffic Control Products
V-Tech
Wesco-lafayette

35 years
Donna Roshto 

with Ceo John Vranic

30 years
Chuck spillman, Karl Albritton, greg Carruth, Cindy haisten, 
Debbie Walker, Alvin Thompson, with Ceo John Vranic

25 years
Warren Jefferson, Agra Templet, with Ceo John Vranic

20 years
Cindy Willie, Carl Watts, Doug Watson, Penny 
Fruge, with Ceo John Vranic

10 years
Danny Delatte, Melanie Mathies, Martha Durden, 
Patrick Donohue, shawn little, eric Crain, sean 
Balfantz, Jamie Coats, Beau Caston, Chad laCost, 
Buddy Thompson, with Ceo John Vranic

15 years
Devin landry, steven spring, Aaron Terrance, with 
Ceo John Vranic



 It’s somewhat intimidating to 
break out a point-and-shoot camera to 
snap a picture of a famous outdoors 
photographer.
 But C.C. Lockwood, who has 
produced 13 hardbound books and 
innumerable magazine articles and 
photo spreads across the span of 
his 40-year career, isn’t so quick to 
judge. Warm and polite, he makes all 
his guests - even an intrusive feature 
writer - feel welcomed and relaxed in 
his company. 
 After all, when you’ve made a 
living wading around in waist-deep 
muck while waiting on suns to set, 
deer to drift into view and egrets to 
strike just the right poses, patience is 
mandatory.
 During the four decades he has 
slogged through the swamps and 
wetlands of Louisiana in his quest 
to showcase the state’s unique land-
scape, Lockwood has seen just about 
everything. He’s captured images of 
brilliant skies, stately cypress forests, 
people who make their living off the 
land and all manner of wildlife. He 
has also documented the formidable 
natural and man-made pressures on 
our ecological system.
 In the end, the 61-year-old au-
thor prefers to focus on the positive 
and	not	get	his	feathers	ruffled	over	
the conditions and events that have 
caused Louisiana to lose a land mass 
the size of Delaware over the past 100 
years. 
 Having published “C.C. Lock-
wood’s Atchafalaya” almost two years 
ago and “Marsh Missions” just after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Lockwood 
is about to embark on another proj-
ect that will emphasize “all the good 
things about our state.”
 He plans to spend a year travel-
ing from Bossier City to Buras and all 
points in between within our borders 
to create images that represent the 
splendor of our natural environment 
through the changing of the seasons.
 “We have had some unfortunate 
things happen in our state,” Lockwood 
said, “so I’d like to go around the state 
and show off all the reasons why I 
love living here. I’m creating a list of 
the things I want to see. It’s going to 
take some time because photography 
is all about light and the light has to 
be just right. I’ve never been one to 
force	a	picture	with	filters	and	things	
like that. I’m just going to get out and 
see where it takes me.”
 He anticipates the project will re-
flect	the	familiar	Lockwood	style	that	
his fans know but there will likely be 
one new twist compared to previous 

endeavors:	this	one	may	be	available	
on an e-reader digital device. 
	 For	a	guy	who	goes	by	the	name	
“Cactus Clyde” and would rather pitch 
a tent than push a pencil, embracing 
new technology can’t be easy. But 
after	film	manufacturing	experienced	
a	sharp	decline	and	film	processing	
companies followed suit, Lockwood 
began using a digital camera two 

years ago and feels that in terms of 
quality there are just some things a 
digital camera can’t do.
 He explains, for example, that 
film	is	much	more	effective	at	accu-
rately reproducing the graduated hues 
that are seen in a bold, cloudless sun-
set. Pixels just don’t measure up. But 
there are other advantages to digital, 
such as immediately being able to see 

the image on the camera screen and 
being	able	to	fire	off	multiple	shots	
without driving up the cost-per-frame.
 In another example of embracing 
technology, Lockwood is discover-
ing that the internet can be used to 
spread his message of environmental 
conservation	farther	afield	to	a	larger,	
worldwide, audience.
 To that end, he recently made 
available on YouTube a series of 
public information advertisements 
featuring “The Clean Team” with a 
humorous appeal to stop litter. The 
campaign was aired in the mid-1980s 
and used several well-known athletes 
and celebrities such as Bert Jones, 
Tommy Casanova and Justin Wilson. 
Interestingly, the series was written 
and directed by Steven Soderbergh, 
who was just a college kid then but 
went on to gain fame and fortune in 
Hollywood. (Acct. No. 337700101)
	 The	official	C.C.	Lockwood	web-
site	also	has	links	to	Facebook	and	
Twitter so that the author can interact 
with his fans on their mobile devices.
 Though he still maintains an 
office	and	a	gallery	in	Baton	Rouge,	
Lockwood and his wife, Sue, moved 
out of the city several years ago to 
settle	in	the	community	of	Wakefield,	
just	north	of	St.	Francisville	where	his	
home is served by DEMCO.
 As far as the future of our state, 
Lockwood is concerned but hopeful. 
He expresses frustration at the in-
ability of various parties with varying 
interests to pull together in response 
to environmental catastrophes such 
as Hurricane Katrina and the recent 
oil spill. But he’s seen cooperation 
and collaboration work before and he 
knows it can happen again.
 He recalls spending long stretches 
of time in his past exploring the 
Atchafalaya Basin. He’s reveled in its 
beauty,	while	he’s	also	seen	first-hand	
the negative effects of channeling, 
erosion, saltwater intrusion, pollution, 
hurricanes and more. But he’s also 
been a part of efforts to save the basin 
from ruin and has seen the environ-
ment bounce back after people with 
different backgrounds and cross-
purposes put away their individual 
concerns for the good of the basin, its 
inhabitants, and the state.
 “I’ve been to a lot of places, but 
the Basin is still my favorite place in 
the world,” he said. “We need to con-
tinue to keep the public informed as 
to what the problem is and how it can 
be addressed. I never want to see the 
things that make Louisiana great – the 
music, the food, the culture and the 
environment – go away.”
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c.c. lockwood: Wildlife photographer and author adapts to change 
but his love of louisiana’s outdoors stays the same

While noted wildlife pho-
tographer and author C.C. 
Lockwood has had to adapt 
to digital technology in 
pursuing his craft, his love 
for Louisiana and its unique 
environment has never 
changed. He’s been captur-
ing images of Louisiana’s 
flora and fauna for the past 
40 years.
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attention High school Juniors
 Now is your chance to be a part of history! You 
could be one of four students to win an all expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C.! 
 You’ll get to tour the Capitol, meet with your con-
gressman, visit historical sites, see your government 
working and make lots of new friends from all around 
the country! 
 All you have to do to qualify is enter an essay in 
the	2011	Rural	Electric	Youth	Tour	Essay	Contest,	
sponsored by DEMCO.
Contest Rules
 1. Only high school juniors attending schools in 
DEMCO’s service area are eligible.
 2. Children, grandchildren, siblings of DEMCO 
employees or directors are not eligible.
 3. Essay must be written on one of the following 
topics:
	 	 •	Dear	Mr.	President…
	 	 •	Electricity	and	me
 All essays should be legibly written in ink or typed 
double-spaced. Essays should not
exceed 750 words.
 4. Each essay must be accompanied by a cover let-
ter	including:
	 •	Student’s	name,	address,	telephone	number,	age	
and sex

	 •	Name(s)	of	parent(s)	or	guardian(s)
	 •	Name,	address	and	telephone	number	of	
school
	 •	Name	of	English	teacher
	 •	List	of	school	and	community	activities,	
achievements and extracurricular activities
	 •	Date	submitted
 5. Essays may be delivered to any DEMCO 
office	or	mailed	to:
 DEMCO, attn. Marketing Department/YT, 
P.O	Box	15659,	Baton	Rouge,	LA	70895
	 6.	Deadline	for	entries	is	Friday,	January	28,	
2011. All essays submitted in this contest
will become the property of DEMCO and will 
not be returned.
Judging
 Essays will be judged on originality, compo-
sition, subject matter and neatness.
Twelve semi-finalists will be selected for final 
judging.	Final	competition	on	March	1,
2011 will consist of an oral presentation of the 
written essay and a brief test on rural electrifica-
tion knowledge.
	 Four	winners	will	travel	to	Washington	on	
June 10-17, 2011. Winners are required to attend
a	Rural	Electric	Youth	Leadership	Conference	in	
Baton	Rouge	on	March	30-April	1,	2011.

2011 is a good time to stop scarfing vittles like Jethro Bodine
 In my entire lifetime, I’ve only 
watched	a	total	of	about	five	minutes	of	
one episode of that TV program, “The 
Biggest Loser.” 
 I remember seeing wide expanses of 
flipping,	flapping,	flailing	flesh,	contes-
tants stripped down to their skivvies and 
stepping on a scale to determine a win-
ner. I remember lots of dramatic tension 
as	the	numbers	flashed	up	on	the	screen.	
And I recall a lot of yelling and a lot of 
weeping. Lots and lots of weeping.
 It’s apparent that the issue of body 
weight is an extremely sensitive topic in 
this country and seems to touch on just 
about every aspect of both our personal 
and public lives. It’s all-pervasive in our 
culture,	an	ongoing	fixation.
 It’s certainly a health issue, as re-
searchers tell us often that we may live 
longer and reduce complications if we 
would just slim down. Not that we’re 
listening:	the	United	Health	Foundation	
reported that the rate of obesity in our 
country is epidemic and here in Louisi-
ana our obesity rate increased from 28.9 
percent in 2009 to 33.9 percent in 2010.
 It’s a political issue, as congress 
and the president just passed legislation 
designed to help school children eat 
more nutritious meals when they’re on 
campus. That legislation passed with bi-
partisan support, probably the only thing 
Democrats	and	Republicans	can	agree	
on these days without having to rip each 
others’ eyeballs out.
 It’s an issue of self-esteem and popu-
lar culture, as society steadily bombards 
us with the message that slim people are 
more attractive, successful and desir-
able. There’s a reason why we see Erin 

Andrews, who never played a down of 
competitive tackle football in her life, 
on the sidelines providing commentary 
instead of Larry Csonka.
 It’s an economic issue, as entire 
industries have sprung up to keep us 
spending money on expensive exercise 
machines, nutritional supplements, self-
help motivational books, gimmicks and 
inventive plans designed to melt those 
pounds away. Tell me that somewhere 
in your home you don’t have a dress 
shirt hanging from the handle of your 
exercise bike right this minute.
 And just when I thought there’s no 
other partisan cause that could be draped 
in red-white-and-blue and tied directly 
to the defense of our country since the 
9/11 terrorist attacks, weight control has 
become an issue of national security.
 According to David Gratzer, a physi-
cian at the Manhattan Institute, obesity 
is a “national security threat because 
it severely limits the pool of military 
recruits.” Gratzer points to a recent 
Pentagon report indicating that since 
2005 roughly 48,000 potential troops 
had failed their basic physical exams 
because they were overweight, thus 
limiting our country’s military might.
 This highly volatile subject has been 
on my mind as the new year begins 

because	for	the	first	time	in	two	decades	
I’m cracking open a new wall calendar 
not with the goal of achieving weight 
loss ahead of me, but having already ac-
complished it during the previous year.
 That’s right, after carrying around 
a few extra pounds since I graduated 
from	college	and	could	finally	afford	to	
break out of the ramen noodle cycle and 
spring for some real calories, I was able 
to knock off those pounds and shed my 
body weight by 10 percent last year.
 How did I do it, you ask? Simple. I 
stopped eating like Jethro Bodine with a 
tapeworm. I changed those eating habits 
that kept me from achieving the 10 to 15 
lb. reduction that most of us could use. 
No carbonated beverages, one packet of 
oatmeal for breakfast, yogurt and gra-
nola for lunch, whatever is on the table 
after work and no after-dinner dessert 
larger than what my kids eat.
 But probably more important is why 
I did it. That’s simple, too. If I make it to 
May 14, I will become the same age my 
father	was	when	he	had	his	first	coro-
nary.	Frankly,	I	want	to	be	around	to	see	
my children grow up. I got a late start on 
that breeding business, so it’s even more 
important to stay in shape.
 Now, to be sure, I’ve uttered the 
same	excuses	everybody	else	uses…

“Foot!	If	you	can’t	enjoy	a	bowl	of	ice	
cream once in a while, then what’s the 
use of living?!” Then there’s, “I’ll eat 
whatever I want. Everybody’s got to die 
of something!” And those old stand-
bys, “I tried to lose weight before and 
it didn’t work, so I’m not going to try 
anymore,” and, “This is the body God 
gave me, so apparently this is the way 
God wants me,” often uttered within 
arm’s reach of a carton of ding-dongs.
 There’s no avoiding that day I will 
have to bid farewell to my loved ones, 
but if I sincerely mean it when I say that 
I want to be around for as long as I can - 
and I’m not just blowing smoke - then I 
need to start acting like it.
 And I’m aware that, statistically, by 
the end of this year I will have gained 
back the weight I lost. But the thing 
about having lost a bunch of weight is 
that it effectively eliminates all those 
excuses. You can no longer tell yourself 
that you’ve tried your best but you just 
can’t do it. You can’t blame it on genes, 
parents, kids, the media, the U.S. gov-
ernment or that most dastardly tempta-
tion of all...Blue Bell Creamery.
	 For	most	of	us,	the	path	to	weight	
loss	is	easy:	burn	more	calories	than	you	
consume. It was easy when I wasn’t do-
ing it, and it’s easy now that I’m choos-
ing to do it. It was within my control 
then, and it’s within my control now.
 The weight is gone, now the pres-
sure is really on. Will I stand strong in 
the box, keep my eyes on the ball and 
rope it? Or will I whiff? Time – and the 
ability to control the formidable power a 
cold tub of Cookies and Cream has over 
the core of my soul – will tell.

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director of Communications
Association of louisiana electric Cooperatives

you could win a youth tour experience in Washington
You can win a week long trip to

The 2011 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour
For more information please visit our website at www.youthtour.coop

Join HUNDREDS of 
young people from
across the country

Meet with U.S.
Representatives
and Senators

Meet and mingle with
STUDENTS from many 
states on Rural
Electric Youth Day

Visit HISTORIC
monuments 
and museums

YT_2011PosterFinal.indd   1 9/8/10   8:27 PM
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government regulations could hit your electric bill
 The cost of electricity hinges on 
several things—availability, prices 
for power plant fuels and materials, 
and the amount of power consumers 
demand. 
 Now a slew of volatile federal 
rulemaking has hit power producers. 
Here’s an overview of the biggest 
regulation threats to consumer elec-
tric	bills:

Curbing Emissions
 In January, the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) will be-
gin restricting the amount of carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gases 
emitted by fossil fuel-burning power 
plants. 
	 Fossil	fuels	like	coal	and	natu-
ral gas fuel 70 percent of America’s 
electricity generation, and electric co-
ops are more dependent on coal than 
other utilities.
 “Clearly, EPA is wielding the 
Clean Air Act as a bludgeon, pressing 
it into service because the outgoing 
Congress was unable to agree on how 
to curb greenhouse gases emissions,” 
notes Glenn English, CEO of the 
National	Rural	Electric	Association	
(NRECA)	based	in	Arlington,	Va.	
 “Co-ops expect EPA’s rulemaking 
will eventually have the practical ef-
fect - absent breakthrough technology 
- of eliminating coal as a power plant 
option. On top of this, the cost of 
switching from coal, which has tradi-
tionally been plentiful and affordable, 
to other fuels will be high.” 
 Only two alternate baseload gen-
eration sources can meet America’s 
demand for safe, reliable, and afford-
able electricity - natural gas, which 
is priced on a volatile commodities 
market (and has carbon dioxide emis-
sions to contend with), and nuclear 
power, requiring a long lead time for 
construction.  
 “Electric cooperatives are strong-
ly urging Congress and the White 
House to approve a two-year mora-
torium on EPA regulation of carbon 
dioxide greenhouse gases - a delay 
giving lawmakers the opportunity to 
fashion climate change legislation 
that protects consumers and keeps 
electric bills affordable,” English 
stresses.

Clean Air Transport Rule
	 Released	in	2010,	EPA’s	Clean	Air	
Transport	Rule	aims	to	cap	emissions	
of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides 
from power plants across 31 eastern 
states and the District of Columbia. 
The regulation enables “downwind” 
areas whose air quality is compro-
mised by power plants to their west 
to meet federal standards. 

 By 2014, EPA claims the Trans-
port	Rule,	when	combined	with	
other state and federal measures, will 
reduce power plant sulfur dioxide 
emissions by 71 percent and nitrogen 
oxides emissions by 52 percent from 
2005 levels - at a cost to utilities of 
$2.8 billion per year. 
	 The	Transport	Rule	requires	180	
coal-fired	power	plants	to	install	new	
pollution-control technology, activate 
existing pollution controls, or shut 
down. A second-round version under 
consideration could impose even 
tighter standards. 
 “We’re expecting a number of 
existing power plants to simply be 
retired,”	notes	Kirk	Johnson,	NRECA	
vice	president	of	energy	&	environ-
mental policy. “The cost to comply 
with the regulation will simply be too 
much.”
 

Cooling Water 
Intake Requirements

 Power plants use water from 
lakes or rivers to cool generating 
equipment. The federal Clean Water 
Act Section 316(b) sets standards 
for cooling water intake structures, 
requiring plant operators to use “best 
available technology” to protect the 
environment.
 EPA began reviewing the stan-
dards in 2010, launching a cost-
benefit	analysis	of	imposing	stricter	
regulations. The rule is expected to 
be	unveiled	in	February.
 The North American Electric 
Reliability	Corporation	(NERC),	the	
nation’s bulk power grid watchdog, 
estimates this EPA rule will have the 
greatest potential impact on American 
energy reserves. If strictly enforced, 
NERC	contends	one-third	of	U.S.	
electricity capacity may need to be 
retired. 

Coal Ash Debate
 To ensure the safe disposal of 
fly	ash	and	other	residues	produced	

by	coal-fired	power	plants,	EPA	is	
considering designating the materi-
als—for	the	first	time—as	hazardous	
waste. (Acct. No. 705370101)
 Classifying these “coal combus-

tion byproducts” (CCBs) as hazard-
ous could cost billions and force 
increases in electricity rates. Each 
year, the U.S. electric utility industry 
produces about 130 million tons of 
CCBs (roughly 8 percent from power 
supply cooperatives). 
 Carrying the hazardous label in 
any form will severely hamper ben-
eficial	uses	of	CCBs.	
	 Currently,	one-third	of	fly	ash	
(used as a cement replacement) and 
one-fourth of scrubber sludge (con-
verted into synthetic gypsum for 
wallboards)	are	recycled.	For	every	
ton	of	cement	replaced	by	fly	ash,	a	
ton of greenhouse gas emissions is 
avoided.
 More than 10,000 co-op consum-
ers from across the country sent let-
ters to the EPA in 2010 voicing their 
concern and asking EPA not to brand 
coal ash as hazardous. 
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Meeting of November 18, 2010
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, 
November 18, 2010.  Board President 
Richard	Sitman	called	the	meeting	to	
order	at	6:00	p.m.
 The board then approved the minutes 
of the previous meetings, new member 
list,	Treasurer’s	Report	and	Operations	
Committee report as written.  
	 From	the	Purchasing	Committee	
report	Randy	Lorio,	committee	chair-
man, presented bids received.  The 
board then approved resolutions accept-
ing	the	following	bids:		Ellis	Electric	
Co., Inc. for the Copper Mill Office 
Development (underground) Project, 
Wyndham	Estates,	2nd	Filing	(under-
ground) Project, Stonegate Manor 
(underground) Project; Georgia Pacific 
Site 1 (underground) Project; Kulaga 
Construction Co., Inc. for the Thompson 
Creek Outgoing Distribution (overhead) 
Project; Carpenter’s Pole and Piling for 
2011	Poles;	Hardware	for	2011:	Techline	
for Group 21 100A Cutouts and Group 
25 Super Top Ties, Stuart Irby Group 

3 Overhead Primary Wire, Wesco for 
Group	23	Load	Break	Cutouts,	Reulet	
for Group 1 Overhead Service Wire, 
Group4-A Underground Primary Wire, 
Group	15	Ground	Rods,	Group	20	Riser	
Pole Arrestors, and Group 28 Three 
Phase LB Switches, and Stuart Irby for 
Group 2 Copper Wire/Tie Wire, Group 4 
Underground Service Wire, Group 4-A 
Underground Primary Wire, Group 5 
Fuse	Links	Type-T,	Group	6	Fuse	Links	
(slow-fast), Group 7 Servens, Group 8 
Connectors, Group 9 Hardware (bolts), 
Group	10	Anchors/Anchor	Rods,	Group	
11 Wedge Clamps, Group 12 Hot Line 

Clamps, Group 13 Brackets, Group 14 
Insulators/Guy Strain, Group 16 Insula-
tor	Pins,	Group	17	Crossarms	&	Braces,	
Group 18 Dead End Clamps, Group 19 
Arrestors (overhead), Group 22 Discon-
nects,	Group	24	Armor	Rods,	Group	
26 Single Phase Meter Pans, Group 27 
Wedge Tap Connectors, and Group 29 
Versa-Tech	Reclosers.		Furthermore	the	
Hardware	Underground	2011:	Reulet	for	
Group 1 Underground PVC Conduit, and 
Group 7 Underground Switches; Stuart 
Irby for Group 1 Underground PVC 
Conduit, Group 2 Underground Pedes-
tals, Pads, Vault, Group 4 Underground 
Elbows, Group 5 Underground Splices 
and Terminators and Group 6 Under-
ground Brackets;  and Stuart Irby Alter-
native for Group 3 Underground Blocks.  
Next to be approved was Stuart Irby 
for Metering Group 1 Meter Pans and 
Metering Group 2 CTs and PTs.  The 
board then approved 2011 Transform-
ers:	Reulet/Cooper	for	Single	Bushing/
Dual voltage, Single Bushing/Straight 
14.4KV, Overhead Double Bushing LV 
= 120, Overhead Double Bushing LV = 
277, Underground Pad Mount, Under-
ground Three Phase Pad 120/208, and 
Underground Three Phase Pad 277/480, 
and Stuart Irby/Howard (Amor) for Sin-
gle Bushing/Dual Voltage, Single Bush-
ing/Straight 14.4KV, Overhead Double 
Bushing LV = 120, Overhead Double 
Bushing LV = 277, Underground Pad 
Mount, Underground Three Phase Pad 
120/208, and Underground Three Phase 
Pad 277/480.
	 From	the	Finance	Committee	report	

Steve Irving, committee chairman, 
reviewed	the	Interest,	Fuel	Cost	Adjust-
ment	and	Financial	Summary	reports.		
The board approved a resolution reclas-
sifying those accounts disconnected in 
July 2010 as uncollectible. The board 
then resolved to renew the Blue Cross 
Blue Saver Insurance Program as well 
as	the	Self-Funded	Dental	Plan	and	the	
Hartford for Basic Life, Short-Term and 
Long-Term Disability insurance.
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.  
	 Leslie	Falks	presented	the	Dixie	
Business	Center	and	DEMCO	Founda-
tion reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Manager’s 
report with no action taken.
 Louis Lambert presented the Attor-
ney’s report with no action taken.

Meeting of December 2, 2010
 The DEMCO Board of Directors 
held its regular meeting on Thursday, 
December 2, 2010.  Board President 
Richard	Sitman	called	the	meeting	to	
order	at	7:20	p.m.	Director	Freddy	Metz	
was unable to attend the meeting.
 The board approved a resolution not 
to disburse capital credits payments for 
2009	based	on	current	RUS	guidelines.			
 The Board then approved resolutions 
to re-appoint current members of the 
DBC	and	DEMCO	Foundation	Board	of	
Directors. (Acct. No. 8006208801)
	 Richard	Sitman,	Board	President,	
then presented certificates of achieve-
ment to Director Ann Samuel for 5 years 
of	service	and	Director	Faye	Morris	for	
10 years of service.

From the Board Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports

I  d idn ’ t  even know there  was a  d ia l . Now, I ’m sav ing  $73 a  year  by 

turn ing  my wa ter  hea ter  down to  120°. Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how 

the  l i t t le  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

TURNS OUT, MONEY BURNS 
WHEN MY WATER HEATER 
IS SET ABOVE 120 DEGREES.

PROOF...
This ad below is scheduled for the NOV./DEC. 2010 issue of
TODAY IN MISSISSIPPI.
Please check this proof carefully to be sure that I have all info correct. If all is
correct Print this out, and mark “OK” , sign it, and fax back to me at
601-605-8601. If you need to make a change please call me at 601-605-8604.

Thanks, Jay Swindle
PH: 601-605-8604 • FX: 601-605-8601 Today

IN MISSISSIPPI

Tired of Losing Money?

Serving Mississippi & Louisiana
STATEWIDE Since 1992

Work Hard, Invest Right,
and the Sky’s the Limit.

GROW your SAVINGS with Fixed Indexed Annuities

Safe, Secure, Retirement Solutions

Richie Culotta

601-657-4271
Culotta Insurance & Investments

www.culottainsuranceandinvestments.com

(IRA, TSA, NQ, 401K and Pension Rollovers)
(Free no-obligation statewide in-home consultation!)

INCREDIBLE RATES OF RETURN
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Connect with convenience.

Because we connect more than electricity. 

The process of paying your bills should be effortless, 

not time consuming.  With online bill pay it takes only 

minutes to make a payment using e-check, credit card or 

bank draft. No more stamps, no more late fees, no more 

hassles.  It’s that simple.  Just sign up at demco.org and 

the rest is history.  Convenience, another powerful way 

that DEMCO connects lives.demco.org


