
Babin tantalizes taste buds
with Magic Swamp Dust



n the U.S., the vast majority of 
people receive their electric-
ity from one of three types of 

utilities: investor-owned, municipal-
owned or through their local electric 
cooperative, which is owned and 
controlled by the people who use it. 
 Let’s take a closer look at these 
three types of ownership models and 
see why it matters to you.
 In the investor-owned model, 
the corporation is owned by a great 
number of stockholders who may or 
may not be actual customers of the 
utility. 
 Investor-owned utilities tend to 
be very large corporations such as 
Entergy, Southern Company, Pacific 
Gas & Electric and many more. 
They typically serve large cities, 
suburban areas and some rural areas, 
too.
 In most cases, investor-owned 
utilities (IOUs) have outside inves-
tors whose sole motive is to maxi-
mize the profit on their investment.  
When the focus is on profits and not 
on the customer, this can lead to less 
personalized service. 
 Consumer surveys, like Ameri-
can Consumer Satisfaction Index 
that you may have seen published 
in Along These Lines in the past, 
confirm that IOUs have the lowest 
customer satisfaction ratings. 
 Roughly 72 percent of the U.S. 

population is served by investor-
owned utilities.
 Municipal electric systems, as 
the name implies, are government 
owned. They can serve large cities 
like Los Angeles, Austin or Or-
lando, or smaller towns right here in 
Louisiana such as Lafayette, Morgan 
City, Minden and Houma.  
 In municipal systems, the city 
runs the utility with little to no 

meaningful oversight from the citi-
zens. About 16 percent of the U.S. 
electric utility market is served by 
municipal utilities.
 Rural electric cooperatives serve 
the smallest number of consumers, 
about 12 percent of the total market, 
which equals more than 42 million 
people. There are more than 800 
other electric co-ops in 47 states in 
addition to DEMCO.  
 While co-ops serve the fewest 
number of people, our electric lines 
cover a greater geographic area 
with more than 75 percent of the 
U.S. landmass. This is because we 

provide power where others once 
refused to go because of the low 
population density and low potential 
for profitability. 
 Electric co-ops rank highest in 
member satisfaction among the three 
types of utilities. We believe this is 
because we serve member-owners, 

not customers.
 As the electric utility business 
continues to evolve into the future, 
we at DEMCO are committed to be-
ing there for you, our members, to 
provide for your power needs. 
 Unlike large investor-owned 
utilities, we are rooted right here in 
the communities we serve across 
seven parishes. Over the years, we 
have made that commitment to you 
to provide our members with safe, 
reliable and affordable power.
 There is truly a cooperative dif-
ference. You own us, and we are 
here to serve you!
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			oN tHe coVer	-	energetic	entre-
preneur	Jimmy	Babin	of	Ascension	
Parish	stays	busy	promoting	his	Magic	
swamp	Dust	across	the	state,	the	na-
tion	and	even	into	Canada.	For	more	on	
this	story,	see	page	4.
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As the electric utility business continues to evolve 
into the future, we at DEMCO are committed to 
being there for you, our members, to provide 

for your power needs.

there is a cooperative Difference
While all electric utilities offer the same product, 

where it comes from makes a difference.

manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo	Ceo	and	general	Manager
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					The	energy	industry	has	been	
analyzing	the	effects	of	the	several-
thousand-page	Clean	Power	Plan	
that	the	ePA	finalized	on	August	3,	
2015.	
					With	a	goal	of	reducing	green-
house	gas	emissions,	it	places	a	
strong	emphasis	on	more	renewable	
energy	like	solar	and	wind	and	aims	
to	drastically	reduce	coal	generation.
					According	to	DeMCo	Ceo	John	
Vranic,	the	effects	of	such	a	signifi-
cant	change	will	demand	major	new	
investments	in	the	nation’s	electricity	
transmission	system	because	of	the	
requirements	of	connecting	renew-
able	energy	sources	to	the	grid.	
however,	the	plan	fails	to	account	for	
the	time	required	for	permitting,	siting	
and	constructing	this	new	infrastruc-
ture.
					The	plan	could	also	disrupt	jobs	
as	coal	plants	close	and	raise	utility	
bills	since	renewable	energy	often	is	
more	expensive,	Vranic	said.	
					A	study	by	the	national	Rural	
electric	Cooperative	Association	
found	that	a	10	percent	increase	in	
electricity	rates	would	result	in	the	
loss	of	1.2	million	jobs	in	2021,	with	
nearly	half	of	those	in	rural	areas.	
					The	ePA’s	Clean	Power	Plan	will	
undoubtedly	affect	electric	co-ops,	
along	with	other	utilities,	and	big	
financial	decisions	will	have	to	be	
made.

epa’s clean power plan will drive up the price of power
The EPA’s new plan would reduce coal and 
increase renewables to generate electricity

The charts below show the most recent figures for the fuels used to generate electricity in the 
U.S., compared with what the Environmental Protection Agency projects will be the mix under 

its Clean Power Plan. The plan calls for a 32 percent reduction in carbon dioxide emissions 
from all power plants by 2030. Renewables include hydroelectric power. 

Source: Environmental Protection Agency 
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 Now is your chance to be a part of history! 
 You could be one of four students to win an all-
expense paid trip to Washington, D.C.! 
 You’ll get to tour the capital, meet with your 
congressman, visit historical sites, see your gov-
ernment working and make lots of new friends 
from all around the country! 
 All you have to do to qualify is enter an essay 
in the 2016 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour Essay 
Contest, sponsored by DEMCO.

Contest Rules
 • Only high school juniors *who are DEMCO 
members in Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East 
Feliciana, Livingston, St. Helena, Tangipahoa 
and West Feliciana are eligible to enter (*home 
schooled students of DEMCO members are also 
eligible). 
 • *Please note that although only DEMCO 
members are eligible for the trip to Washington 
D.C., ALL entering students are eligible for prizes 
to be awarded for the best written essays.
 • Children, grandchildren, brothers or sisters of 
DEMCO employees or directors are ineligible. 
 • Candidates will compose a letter to a political 
leader (President of the United States, Governor of 
Louisiana, Mayor, Secretary of the Department of 
Environmental Quality, etc.; just to name a few). 
The letter should address any topic of concern that 

is important to the author.
 • All essays should be legibly written in ink or 
typed double-spaced, not to exceed 750 words. 
 • Each essay must be accompanied by a cover 
letter including: 
 – Student’s name, address, telephone number, 
email address, and  age 
 – Name(s) of parent(s) or guardian(s) 
 – Name of school 
 – Name of English teacher 

 – Student’s school and community activities, 
achievements and extracurricular activities 
 – Date submitted 
 • Essays may be submitted in one of three 
ways: 
 – in person to any DEMCO office, 
 – by mail to: 
 • DEMCO
   Marketing Department/YT
   P.O Box 15659
   Baton Rouge, LA 70895
 – OR entries can be emailed to davidl@demco.
org
 • Deadline for entries is Friday, Jan. 22, 2016. 
All essays submitted in this contest will become 
the property of DEMCO and will not be returned.
Judging
 • Essays will be judged on originality, com-
position, how well they address the subject and 
neatness.
 • 12 semi-finalists will be selected for final 
judging. Final competition will consist of an oral 
presentation of the written essay and a brief test on 
rural electrification knowledge. 
 • 4 winners will travel to Washington, D.C. in 
June, 2016. (Acct. No. 80047878-001)
 Check out the official National Rural Electric 
Youth Tour website: youthtour.coop.

Demco sponsors 2016 Washington Youth tour contest
Four students will win a free trip to our nation’s capital!
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 Jimmy Babin admits to being a little 
bit crazy.
 And he’s proud to describe his circle 
of closest friends as a little bit crazy, too.
 So it makes sense when he jokingly 
describes how he took the questionable 
advice of his buddies and jumped right 
into treacherous waters that only the very 
brave or the slightly off-kilter would dare 
enter: the highly competitive Cajun spice 
and seasoning market.
 During the decades he spent building 
his fabrication business, the 67-year-old 
Babin would often load up his trailer and 
cook on-site as a gesture of gratitude for 
his loyal clients. That led to a success-
ful catering operation and the eventual 
development of a full fleet of tricked out 
triple-axle trailers, refrigerated trucks 
and Freightliners – complete with on-
board daiquiri machine and music sound 
system - prepared to promptly deliver 
Cajun cuisine anywhere in the country.
 And the meal would always feature 
that special blend of zesty Cajun spices 
- nothing handed down through the 
generations or kept in a secret vault for 
safe-keeping away from prying eyes, 
just something that came out of his own 
creative mind by adding “a little of this 
and a little of that.”
 “I’m not a chef and never went to 
school to learn how to cook, other than 
Hard Knocks University. I’m just a good 
pot-stirrer,” said Babin, a 1966 graduate 
of Dutchtown High School. “But I know 
what I like and I listen to people when 
they tell me what they like.”
 Besides bragging on the seafood, 
etoufee and jambalaya that he fixed for 
both his regular and prospective custom-
ers, what people were telling him was 
that he ought to put what he called his 
“Magic Swamp Dust” out on the market 
for everyone to take home and enjoy.
 Just crazy enough to heed that advice, 
Babin jumped headlong into the fray.
 “I’m a very competitive person, and I 
wouldn’t have made it this far if I wasn’t 
the aggressive person that I am,” he said. 
“I’ve got that entrepreneurial spirit that a 
lot of people don’t have, but it seems like 
an addiction. It gets in your blood and 
you can’t quit. 
 “You may be down on your back and 
thinking you can’t go through it anymore 
and you’ve had enough. But then I’ll go 
to sleep on it, and the next morning I’ll 
wake up and grab a big stick and walk 
tall. Nobody’s going to beat me. I’m go-
ing to make it work one way or another. 
Money isn’t really the issue.”
 Babin needed all the entrepreneurial 
spirit he could summons. Building a 
successful welding business was one 
thing, but convincing the public that your 
Cajun seasoning is better than the scads 
of other high-quality products out on the 
market was something else.
 He described the process of taking 
a product from conception to grocery 

shelves as “miserable.” What began as 
a cupful of spices poured into a plastic 
baggie and handed out to friends soon 
became a daunting bureaucratic bog of 
sourcing, manufacturing, marketing, 
branding, distributing, copyrighting, state 
and federal regulations and more before 
a single penny was netted.
 “If you think you’re just going to 
put a product out there and everybody’s 
going to run out and buy it, you might 
as well be wadding your money up and 
throwing it away,” Babin lamented. 
“When I come out with a new product, 
it’s like taking $5,000 and chunking it 
out the window.” 
 So far, Babin is making substantial 
headway on his goal to place Magic 
Swamp Dust products on the tables of 
every kitchen in the state and beyond.
 Currently, the line of seasonings and 
spices can be found on the shelves of 60 
Associated Grocers food stores, nearly 
50 Rouse’s, and more than 100 Walmart 
stores with plans for 140 more Walmart 
locations at the end of the year. Two 

stores in Canada also carry the brand.
 The complete line includes a fish fry, 
seafood boil, wing batter, seasoned pick-
les and seasoned okra in a jar.
 Babin developed his Gator Wing 

Batter in consultation with a friend who 
lives nearby and owns and operates an 
alligator farm. (Acct. No. 80181697-001)
 “We were messing around with some 
gator meat one day and I told him I had a 
recipe that I use for eggplant and shrimp. 
We fried it up and got it to just the way 
he wanted,” Babin said. “I think it’s 
something a lot of people will like.”
 A new line of seasoned relish re-

cently hit store shelves and Babin, doing 
his best imitation of millionaire and 
presidential candidate Donald Trump, 
declared it’s going to be “HUGH.”
 Like a lot of entrepreneurs, a motivat-
ing factor for Babin is the satisfaction 
that comes with not only offering a qual-
ity product but also his personal role in 
driving the local economic engine. 
 “I wasn’t born with a silver spoon. 
Nobody ever handed me a pile of money. 
The only one who has ever handed me 
anything was my customer, who handed 
me an opportunity,” said Babin, who 
organizes fundraising efforts for the local 
fire department near his home on the 
Diversion Canal. 
 “But you look at jobs that are created 
with running a business, taxes that are 
paid, the needs of the customer that are 
being met, everything going back into 
the community. For every person out 
there who’s like me, there’s a big contri-
bution to the community.”
 For more information about Babin, 
visit www.creativecajuncooking.com.

magic sWamp Dust
Jimmy Babin’s special Cajun seasoning getting the attention of cooks everywhere

Jimmy Babin stays busy marketing his Cajun spices and 
planning catered events. He also hosts large parties and 
weddings at his property on the Diversion Canal (right and 
below).
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DEMCO on the Go - Service in Action

Matthew Whitehead 
displays his DEMCO 

scholarship.

Students and teachers alike from Judson Baptist 
Church’s Caring and Learning Center enjoyed a visit 
by DEMCO’s “Community Helpers” Josh Prestridge 
and Curtis Yaun (right).

DEMCO repre-
sentative David 

Latona, left, pres-
ents a scholarship 

check to Braxton 
Smith.

DEMCO Customer 
Service Representa-
tive Missy Knoblauch 
presents Stephanie 
Thornhill (left) with 
her DEMCO Scholar-
ship check.

DeMCo	is	proud	to	show	its	support	of	
Breast	Cancer	Awareness	Month	by	making	
a	slight	change	to	the	crews’	standard	safety	
equipment.	Pictured	in	their	“Power	of	Pink”	

hard	hats	are	Missy	Knoblauch,	Theo	McCray	
and	Quanika	Muse.

Kelsey Boudreaux 
(right) is presented 
her DEMCO Schol-
arship check by 
DEMCO Purchasing 
Clerk Chasity Mc-
Clure.

DEMCO Foundation Scholarships



Page	6	•	Along	These	lines	•	nov./Dec.	2015

	 The	candidates	must:
	 •	Be	a	DeMCo	member,	as	defined	by	the	
DeMCo	Foundation	Bylaws.
	 •	Applicant	must	qualify	based	upon	his/her	
financial	need.		Financial	need	shall	be	determined	
based	upon	information	provided	to	the	DeMCo	
Foundation	including	parental	and/or	spousal	sup-
port,	cost	of	education,	and	any	other	scholarships,	
funds,	or	grants	received.
	 •	Possess	a	high	school	diploma	or	equivalent.
	 •	Be	a	legal	citizen	of	the	United	states	of	
America.	
	 •	have	no	felony	convictions.
	 •	Plan	to	attend	a	trade	school,	community	col-
lege,	university	or	other	such	louisiana	institution.
	 •	submit	completed	DeMCo	Foundation	schol-
arship	Application,	all	supporting	documentation,	a	
copy	of	most	recent	transcripts	including	cumula-
tive	gPA	(minimum	of	2.5	on	4.0	scale	or	equivalent	
required),	a	summary	of	work	and/or	extra-curricular	
activities,	a	minimum	of	three	(3)	letters	of	recom-
mendation,	and	a	cover	letter	by	the	applicant	detail-
ing	reasons	for	consideration.	

	 •	An	acceptance	letter	from	the	school	of	choice	
for	first	time	or	transferring	students.
	 •	All	must	be	submitted	to	DeMCo	Foundation	
by	4	p.m.	central	daylight	time	of	deadline	date	(De-
cember	17).	Applications	cannot	be	faxed.

sCholARshiP	liMiTATion
	 scholarship	recipients	are	eligible	to	apply	for	
a	maximum	lifetime	scholarship	award	of	four	(4)	
semesters/quarters	per	individual.
	 For	more	information	regarding	the	DeMCo	
Foundation	scholarship	Program	or	to	receive	an	
application,	please	call	(225)	262-2141	or	visit	us	on	
the	web	at	www.demco.org.

excerpt	from	ARTiCle	ii,	
DeMCo	Foundation	Bylaws

	 Definition	of	DeMCo	Member:
	 “For	the	purposes	of	these	Articles	of	incor-
poration,	the	DeMCo	members	are	defined	as	
those	individuals	who	are	members	of	Dixie	electric	
Membership	Corporation	and	the	members	of	their	
immediate	family.		Members	of	the	immediate	family	
shall	mean	those	natural	persons	regularly	residing	
in	the	member’s	home	which	is	served	by	DeMCo.”

Demco foundation accepts applications for 2016 scholarships
	 in	1997,	DeMCo	established	the	DeMCo	Foundation,	a	charitable	organization	dedicated	to	assisting	
DeMCo	members	in	need.	since	its	inception	the	Foundation	has	provided	assistance	in	many	ways	and	
has	impacted	the	lives	of	families	and	individuals	throughout	DeMCo’s	seven-parish	service	area.
	 As	part	of	its	continuing	mission,	the	Foundation	initiated	a	scholarship	program.	The	purpose	of	the	
DeMCo	Foundation	scholarship	Program	is	to	provide	assistance	to	financially	needy	DeMCo	members	
who	are	seeking	to	better	themselves	through	trade	school,	vo-tech,	community	college,	a	university	and/or	
other	forms	of	educational	programs	in	the	state	of	louisiana.
	 The	DeMCo	Foundation	will	accept	applications	for	the	2016	spring	scholarship	awards	until	Decem-
ber	17,	2015.	Up	to	twenty	(20)	scholarships	in	amounts	up	to	$1,000.00	may	be	awarded	each	semester.		
Funds	are	to	be	used	for	payment	of	educational	expenses	such	as	tuition,	books,	and	fees.	Payments	of	
scholarships	will	be	made	directly	to	the	applicant’s	school	of	attendance.
	 The	following	eligibility	guidelines	have	been	established	for	the	DeMCo	Foundation	scholarship:
 eligiBilitY reQuiremeNts

Demco fouNDatioN
1810 s. raNge aVe, suite 2
DeNHam spriNgs, la 70726

pHoNe: (225) 262-2141

average cost of 
a Big Mac® meal

average daily 
cost of electricity

Electricity is expressed on a daily basis using EIA 
2013 Average U.S. Monthly Residential Bill of $111

ElectricityTHE VALUE OF

Big Mac® is a registered trademark of McDonald’s Corporation. 
McDonald’s Corporation does not endorse or sponsor this material.
Source: Economist.com, 2015

$3.70

$4.79

statement of Non-discrimination
	 Dixie	electric	Membership	Corporation	is	an	equal	opportu-
nity	provider	&	employer.
	 if	you	wish	to	file	a	Civil	Rights	program	complaint	of	discrimi-
nation,	complete	the	UsDA	Program	Discrimination	Complaint	
Form,	found	online	at	http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fil-
ing_cust.html,	or	at	any	UsDA	office,	or	call	(866)	632-9992	to	
request	the	form.	You	may	also	write	a	letter	containing	all	of	the	
information	requested	in	the	form.	send	your	completed	com-
plaint	form	or	letter	to	us	by	mail	at	U.s.	Department	of	Agricul-
ture,	Director,	office	of	Adjudication,	1400	independence	Ave-
nue,	s.W.,	Washington,	D.C.	20250-9410,	by	fax	(202)	690-7442	
or	email	at	program.intake@usda.gov.

	 DeMCo’s	headquarters	and	branch	of-
fices	will	be	closed	on	the	following	dates:

thanksgiving
Thursday,	nov.	26	and	Friday,	nov.	27

christmas
Thursday,	Dec.	24	and	Friday,	Dec.	25

New Year’s Day	-	Friday,	Jan.	1,	2016

	 Dispatchers	will	be	on	duty	to	handle	
emergency	calls.	
	 We	wish	you	and	your	family	a	happy	
holiday	season!

Holiday office closures
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please keep a safe distance from Demco utility poles
 What do yard sale signs, basketball 
hoops, deer stands, satellite dishes, and 
birdhouses have in common? 
 They’re often found illegally at-
tached to utility poles. 
 But this isn’t only a crime of incon-
venience. Safety issues caused by unap-
proved pole attachments - or structures 
that are located too close to utility poles 
- place the lives of lineworkers and the 
public in peril.
 It may seem innocent, but a small 
nail partially driven into a pole can have 
deadly results around high-voltage elec-

tricity.
     DEMCO 
crews climb 
utility poles 
at all hours 
of the day 
and night, 
very often in 
the worst of 
conditions. 
Anything at-
tached to util-
ity poles can 
create serious 

hazards for our line personnel. 
 Sharp objects like nails, tacks, staples 
or barbed wire can puncture rubber 
gloves and other safety equipment, mak-
ing linemen vulnerable to electrocution.
 Lineworkers have reported poles 
used as community bulletin boards, satel-
lite mounts, and even support legs for 
deer stands, lights, and carports. 
 Not only do these attachments put 
linemen at risk, anyone illegally placing 
these items on poles comes dangerously 
close to energized lines with thousands 
of volts of energy pulsing overhead. It’s 
mandatory to keep any structure at least 
20 feet away from utility poles. 

 Unauthorized pole attachments 
violate the National Electrical Safety 
Code, the accepted manual containing 
guidelines for safe electrical engineering 
standards. (Acct. No. 4132502-002)
 DEMCO and other utilities strictly 
follow this code that includes a section 
that reads, “Signs, posters, notices, and 
other attachments shall not be placed 
on supporting structures without con-
currence of the owner (the utility is the 
owner of the pole). Supporting structures 
should be kept free from other climbing 
hazards such as tacks, nails, vines, and 
through bolts not properly trimmed.”
 Please help us keep our linemen—
and our community—SAFE. Don’t at-
tach any of these unauthorized and dan-
gerous items to utility poles. Fixtures not 
belonging to the cooperative or another 
utility will be removed by co-op line 
personnel; and bear in mind the co-op is 
not responsible for any losses if an item 

is damaged 
or destroyed 
during re-
moval.
     At this 
time of year, 
tree stands 
are a particu-
lar problem.
     Each year, 
DEMCO 
removes more 
than a few of 
these illegally 

placed stands. Many hunters are severely 
injured or killed in this practice every 
season. Please use common sense when 
placing deer stands.
     Another problem faced by utilities 
is the use of utility equipment for target 
practice. This is not only dangerous but 

is also very costly for DEMCO and its 
members. Damage to electrical equip-
ment by these individuals usually results 
in extended outage times. DEMCO 
investigates all system damages and will 
prosecute anyone found to be responsible 

to the fullest extent of the law. 
 Utility poles are the backbone of 
our distribution network. Strong, sturdy 
poles ensure a reliable system. Help us 
maintain the integrity of our system by 
using common sense around utility poles.

20¢
POWER PLANTS

30¢

37¢

DISTRIBUTION

EVER WONDER WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES?

*This is a breakdown of typical utility costs. Source: NRECA 

Getting electricity from the power plant to your home so that you have power day or 
night takes money. And because electric co-ops are not-for-profit, we are committed 
to providing you electric power at-cost. Here’s a quick breakdown.

13¢
TRANSMISSION

FUEL & 
OTHER 

ENERGY 
RESOURCES

30¢ 37¢20¢ 13¢

DISTRIBUTION
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, Nov. 19, 2015, at 6 p.m. Board 
meetings are held at DEMCO’s headquar-
ters facility located at 16262 Wax Road, 
Greenwell Springs, La.

Proper HVAC Sizing
 When it comes to your home’s HVAC 
system, are you suffering from the 
Goldilocks Syndrome? Perhaps your sys-
tem is too big or too small – or maybe it’s 
just right. 
 Most HVAC systems don’t run as effi-
ciently as they could because they are not 
installed correctly or they are the wrong 
size. This translates to not having the 
comfort level you are seeking and over-
paying on your utility bills – all the more 
reason to determine the right size system 
for your home. 
 According to Terry Townsend, presi-
dent of the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE), “oversizing is 
common in commercial as well as resi-
dential applications because contractors 

use the rule-of-thumb sizing – a load cal-
culation based on square footage.”  
 Unfortunately, this type of simple cal-
culation is outdated, which could cost you 
money. 
 Why is an oversized system problem-
atic for the average homeowner? Heating 
and cooling account for more than half 
of the energy use in a typical home. So, 
if your HVAC unit is too big, it may be 
“short cycling,” or constantly turning off 
and on. When the unit runs in short bursts, 
it will not run long enough to eliminate all 
of the humidity in your home. 
 In a warmer climate where we rely 
on the air conditioning mode, it could 
mean a short-cycling system leaves more 
moisture in the air, making your home 
feel sticky and warm; this can also lead to 
growth of mold and mildew. Heating and 
cooling in short bursts results in uneven 
temperatures and hot or cold spots in your 
home. Lastly, the unit’s parts wear down 
prematurely. 
 On the other hand, if your HVAC is 
too small, you have a different problem 

– the unit is constantly running in order 
to try to keep up with demand. This also 
means that your space is never heated or 
cooled adequately, and you have unnec-
essarily high energy bills. To size right, 
choose the right energy professional 
 So, how can you ensure you get the 
right size system for your home? There 
are several factors to consider, but it starts 
with choosing the right professional ener-
gy partner. DEMCO can help you deter-
mine the correct size and/or recommend 
a knowledgeable and licensed HVAC 
professional. Together, we can find the 
system that’s the perfect fit for your home. 

No Texting While Driving
 Did you know Nov. 18-24 is National 
Teens Don’t Text and Drive Week?
 Here are some surprising facts:
 • Five seconds is the average time 
your eyes are off the road while texting, 
enough to travel across a football field at 
55 miles per hour.
 • Eleven percent of drivers under age 
20 involved in fatal crashes were reported 
as distracted at the time of the crash.

 • Seventy-eight percent of teens and 
young adults said they had read an SMS 
message while driving.
 Talk to your teens about distracted 
driving, and:
 • Set a good example. Don’t text while 
driving.
 • Remind teens that text messages can 
wait. Tell them to pull over to a safe area 
if they feel they must return a call or a 
text.
 • Set rules and enforce consequences 
if your teen breaks cell phone rules.
 • Turn off the phone while driving. It’s 
the easiest way to avoid temptation.
 Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number Contest 
continues this month with four winners in 
this edition of Along These Lines. Before 
you continue looking through this edition 
for your winning number, look for your 
account number printed above your mail-
ing address. Locate this number anywhere 
in this issue and win the $25 prize. To 
claim your prize, please call 225-262-
3072.

 Here in Louisiana, football season 
comes and goes. Basketball season be-
gins and then draws to a close. Musca-
dines, watermelons, strawberries and 
sugar cane all have their own seasons.
 But the political season seems to 
have no end. Between the state, local 
and federal elections, the campaign cy-
cle is practically ceaseless.
 Our own Gov. Bobby Jindal official-
ly announced his quest for the Oval Of-
fice a few months ago, but it’s like he’s 
been running for president since he was 
15 - oh, wait, I think he actually has.
 With the statewide runoff races heat-
ing up, things are sure to turn ugly as the 
various candidates jockey for first place.
 Personally, I try not to get too lath-
ered up about politics. I figure our in-
geniously designed system of checks 
and balances will prevent any one par-
ty from placing a stranglehold on power 
and driving our country into the ditch. 
 I mean, if we can survive the Civ-
il War, two World Wars, the Great De-
pression, political assassinations, Vanilla 
Ice and Madonna, certainly we can sort 
through spirited debates about health 
care, immigration and gun laws.
 But I digress.
 All the bluster and blow brings to 
mind my own illustrious political career.
 At the risk of sounding boastful, the 
fact is that I am a perfect one-for-one in 
seeking political office. I don’t mean all 
the other offices I’ve held over the years, 
the ones where you miss a meeting and 
suddenly you’re chairing four church 
committees or find yourself named pres-
ident-for-life of the local garden club. In 
fact, there’s a long list of clubs, groups 
and associations that are still trying to 
recover from my “leadership.”

 No, I’m talking about the one office 
I actively sought out and campaigned to 
win. That one glorious run for the gold 
occurred in 1975 when I took the bold 
step of announcing my candidacy for the 
office of Fire Chief at Cedarcrest-South-
moor Elementary in Baton Rouge.
 But before I could draw a bead on 
that coveted position, my power grab 
had to become catalyzed by some high-
profile role that would improve my 
name recognition and create the impres-
sion that I was a responsible, honorable, 
hard-working, 12-year-old kid.
 Looking for just the right launching 
pad to deploy my strategy for success, I 
talked my way into becoming a crossing 
guard. About a block east of school was 
a busy intersection. To assist the neigh-
borhood walkers, there was an adult 
guard supervising two students who got 
to wear a bright orange sash with a safe-
ty badge pinned right over the heart. 
 The student crossing guard also got 
to wield a 6-foot wooden pole with a 
large iridescent orange flag attached on 
the end. My job was to wait for the adult 
guard’s signal and then step right out 
there into the traffic, lay that long flag 
out horizontally across the road and stop 
the cars in their tracks while the kids 
shuffled through the intersection.
 Almost 40 years later, I can report 
with pride that no actual children were 
pancaked by a Mack truck on my watch.

 So, after a scandal-free stint as 
crossing guard - and drunk with pow-
er - I took aim at a bigger, better, more 
prestigious position: chief puter-outer of 
fires! 
 Quickly realizing my ambitious 
campaign had to be financed, I began 
saving my 25¢ weekly allowance and 
built an impressive war chest that con-
tained just enough cash to cover the cost 
of a couple of posters and a box of Cray-
ons. I should have emulated the pro-
fessional politicians and used someone 
else’s dough, but my friends were just as 
broke as I was.
 Once in the Fire Chief’s chair, I have 
to say that I served with distinction. 
The school did not, in fact, burn to the 
ground during my term, although there 
was one unfortunate incident.
 My classmates and I were standing 
in a long lunch line, and out of the blue 
one slightly unstable student – whose 
name I won’t disclose but who is prob-
ably pressing license plates at Angola 
right now - decided to test the function-
ality of one of the fire alarms affixed to 
the wall. It’s possible the kid had it all 
thought out, like a trained terrorist, to 
cause maximum chaos and pandemoni-
um. Or, it’s quite possible, like your av-
erage terrorist, he wasn’t thinking at all.
 When he cranked down on the lever 
and the alarm started blaring through the 
halls, my Fire Chief instincts immedi-

ately kicked into gear. I went into full-on 
Nicholas Cage mode, dashing through 
the cafeteria and alerting all the teachers 
that this was merely a false alarm and 
there was no need to panic. 
 Thinking back, I was probably less 
like Nicholas Cage and more like Jim 
Carrey’s Fire Marshall Bill character.
 The trauma of that false alarm and 
the responsibility of having to bear the 
burden of someone else’s stupidity, 
squelched any ambition I may have had 
to continue my nascent political career.
 All of this got me to wondering what 
I’d do if I were forced to be the POTUS 
today. I’m sure I’d be a one-term prez 
because the only plank in my platform 
would be to place a sin tax on social me-
dia in an effort to undo the destruction a 
decade of Facebook hath wrought.
 Everyone would get three free posts 
a week for things like vacations and 
family events - dinner plates and cats 
would be banned - but after that the tax 
burden would skyrocket. Oh, and celeb-
rity selfies would cost dearly. And be-
cause I expect Hollywood narcissism to 
continue unabated, the selfie tax alone 
ought to put the feds back in the black.
 You can see - if you’re not too busy 
posting on Instagram right now - how 
my administration would be doomed.
 So, while others are pledging to ded-
icate their souls to restoring our beloved 
country’s rightful place as leader of the 
free world, I hereby pledge not to cam-
paign for president.
 Staying away from the halls of pow-
er is probably the best way for me to 
serve my country. The current crop of 
candidates can all thank me later.
 If you need an elementary school 
Fire Chief, however, I’m your guy.

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director	of	Communications
Association	of	louisiana	electric	Cooperatives

www.lacountryblog.wordpress.com

putting government back in the black with a celebrity selfie tax
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 The holidays are nearly upon us. 
For many, that means celebrations with 
friends and family, travel, decorations, 
cooking and shopping. 
 DEMCO wants you to stay safe dur-
ing the holidays, so here are a few tips to 
consider as you gear up for the season.

Inspect your seasonal items
 Many of us have treasured holiday 
mementos that we bring out of storage 
every year. The holidays are a time when 
we dust off specialized cooking gadgets 
that allow us to prepare our favorite 
seasonal treats. These items are often 
handed down through generations and 
might lack modern safety features.
 Inspect your holiday items to ensure 
everything is in safe, working order. A 
few things to look out for include:
 • Brittle insulation on wires
 • Rodent damage to wires
 • Chafed or frayed wires, especially 
at stress points
 • Worn switches with the potential to 
short circuit
 • Corroded metal parts
 • Broken legs, unstable bases and 
other tip-over hazards

Extension cords are temporary
 Remember that extension cords are 
designed for temporary use and should 
never be used as a permanent or long-
term solution.

Never defeat safety devices
 There are reasons some devices have 
fuses, some plugs have three prongs 
instead of two and one prong is wider 
on two-prong outlets. When those safety 
features get in the way of your grand hol-
iday décor plans, you might be tempted 
to tamper with or defeat those features. 
Don’t do it! If your plugs won’t fit 
together, that means they’re not designed 
to work together. Rather than tampering 
with a safety feature, find a safe solution. 

Look up and live
 When working outside with a ladder, 
be mindful of the location of overhead 
power lines. Always carry your ladder so 
that it is parallel to the ground. Before 
placing your ladder in an upright posi-
tion, look around to ensure you are a safe 
distance from any power lines.

Beware of power lines through trees
 Over time, tree branches can grow 
around power lines running along the 
street and to your home. If those branch-
es come in contact with power lines, they 
can become energized, too. If your holi-
day plans call for stringing lights through 
trees, this can create a safety hazard. If 
you notice tree limbs that are too close to 
electric lines, contact DEMCO. 

Stay away from your 
service connection

 The overhead wire bringing power 
from the utility pole to your house is dan-
gerous. Maintain a safe distance – even 
if that means a small gap in the perfect 
gingerbread house outline of lights.

Read the fine print
 If you take a few minutes to read and 
understand the specifications and limita-
tions of your lights and other electrified 
holiday decorations, you can save your-
self a great deal of work and frustration 
in the long run. For example, the tag at 
the end of an extension cord will tell 
you if it’s rated for outdoor use, whether 
it will remain flexible in cold tempera-
tures and how much energy it can safely 
handle. Similarly, holiday lights will 
tell you how many strings can be safely 
linked together.

LOOK UP & LIVE!
Before you climb that ladder to string outdoor 
lights, check for overhead power lines nearby. 
Make sure tree limbs are not growing among 
power lines, since they can also become energized. 
Remember to keep at least 10 feet away from 
overhead lines at all times. 

Have a safe and happy 
holiday season!

tips for a safe and 
happy holiday season
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GROW your MONEY with Fixed Indexed Annuities
(IRA, CD, NQ, 401K and Pension Rollovers)

$ Call me for incredible rates of return $
SAFE, SECURE, RETIREMENT FOR A LIFETIME

Richie Culotta
601-657-4271

Culotta Insurance & Investments
CALL AND COMPARE TODAY!

SEESAWTired of savings?
Work Hard, Invest Right,
and the Sky’s the Limit.

Serving Mississippi & Louisiana
STATEWIDE Since 1992
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Culotta Insurance & Investments
CALL AND COMPARE TODAY!

SEESAWTired of savings?
Work Hard, Invest Right,
and the Sky’s the Limit.
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J.k. Johnson
Denham springs, la

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDermY

Meeting of August 20, 2015
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, 
August 20, 2015.  Board President Rich-
ard Sitman called the meeting to order 
at 6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the min-
utes of the previous meeting, new mem-
ber list, Treasurer’s Report and Opera-
tions Committee Report as written.  
 As committee chairman of the 
Purchasing Committee, Randy Lorio 
presented the committee’s report.  The 
board then approved resolutions for 
the following purchases: Chain Elec-
tric Company for Church Point Road 3 
Phase Conversion overhead and Desoto 
Treated Materials, Inc. for the 2016 pole 
purchases.
 From the Finance Committee 
Report, Steve Irving moved that the 
board resolve to authorize management 
to renew corporation insurance cover-
age for the September 1, 2015 – August 
31, 2016 and furthermore authorized the 
CEO and General Manager, President, 
Secretary/Treasurer, or Vice President, 
Finance to sign a form to reject unin-
sured/underinsured motorist bodily inju-
ry coverage from the automobile policy 
for the same period.  Mr. Irving contin-
ued with a review of the Interest, Fuel 
Cost Adjustment, and Financial reports.  
The board then approved a resolution 
reclassifying those accounts discon-
nected in April 2015 as uncollectable.  
Next the board authorized management 
to establish a line of credit with Red 
River Bank.  Then the board resolved to 
approve line extension allowances for 
new individual overhead residential cus-
tomers and new individual underground 

customers (not residing in a subdivi-
sion) to be phased in over a three year 
period.
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
Report with no action taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Founda-
tion reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s Report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
Report with no action taken.

Meeting of September 17, 2015
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, 2015.  Board President Rich-
ard Sitman called the meeting to order 
at 6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the min-
utes of the previous meeting, new mem-
ber list, Treasurer’s Report and Opera-
tions Committee Report as written.  
Next the board resolved to authorize 
management to present each DEMCO 
employee, retiree, board member, and 
Mr. Vranic a Thanksgiving turkey and 
a Christmas ham, and to present Mr. 
Vranic and each employee a Christmas 
bonus.
 As committee chairman of the 
Purchasing Committee, Randy Lorio 

presented the committee’s report.  The 
board then resolved to approve the fol-
lowing purchases: Roofing Solutions, 
LLC for reroofing the DEMCO head-
quarters facility, Kulaga Construction 
Company for the Comite River Diver-
sion Canal Overhead and Mockingbird 
Lane Part 3 Overhead and Ellis Electric 
Company for the Evangeline Trace 
Underground. 
 From the Finance Committee 
Report, Steve Irving moved that the 
board resolve to authorize management 
to continue Life, Accidental Death and 
Dismemberment and Short and Long-
Term Disability insurance coverage with 
Cigna, vision insurance coverage with 
Ameritas/VSP, as well as Dental with 
Starmount and Business Travel Accident 
with NRECA, and to renew DEMCO’s 
partially self-insured medical plan with 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana as 
claims administrator with no change in 
benefits or premium and no more than a 
3% increase in the re-insurance rate. 
Mr. Irving continued with the Interest, 
Fuel Cost Adjustment and Financial 
reports.  The board then approved a 
resolution reclassifying those accounts 
disconnected in May 2015 as uncollect-
able.   
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
Report with no action taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Founda-
tion reports with no action taken.  
 Board President Richard Sitman 
presented the DES, LLC Report. He 
stated, the DES, LLC Board approved 
the 2016 DES, LLC Budget as present-
ed, and approved the 2014 DES, LLC 
Audit Report.  
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s Report with no action taken. 
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
Report with no action taken.

Meeting of October 15, 2015
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, Octo-
ber 15, 2015.  Board President Richard 
Sitman called the meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the min-
utes of the previous meetings, new 
member list, Treasurer’s Report and 
Operations Committee Report as writ-
ten.  Next the board approved a resolu-

tion designating as Authorized Agents 
John Vranic, Randy Buchanan, Turk 
Tynes, and Brent Bradley to sign large 
retail power contracts, commercial 
power contracts, contractor agreements, 
overhead and underground subdivision 
contracts, and right-of-way easement 
and servitude contracts; and, that the 
board rescinds its board resolution of 
February 19, 2009 authorizing Ron May 
and Cheryl Malbrough as authorized 
agents for the same.
 From the Purchasing Commit-
tee Report Randy Lorio, committee 
chairman, presented bids received.  
The board then approved the follow-
ing resolutions for materials: Lighting 
from Gresco, Irby and Reulet; Meter-
ing from Gresco, Techline and Wesco; 
Pole Line Hardware from Gresco, Irby, 
Reulet, Techline and Wesco; Transform-
ers from Gresco, Techline and Wesco; 
Underground Material from Gresco, 
Irby, Reulet, Techline and Wesco; Small 
Vehicles from Hub City Ford (Lafay-
ette) and Bill Hood Ford.  Then the 
board approved resolutions accepting 
bids for specific projects as follows: 
CA-PAR Electric, Inc. for the Hwy. 68 
Three Phase Conversion Overhead; Ellis 
Electric Company for the River Landing 
2nd Filing Underground; Right of Way 
Circuit trimming from Asplundh and 
EK Construction; PowerTrunk Inc. as 
the sole source supplier of radio equip-
ment to be replaced at the Walker Tower 
and at the Greensburg Tower; Construc-
tion or Equipment Contract Amendment 
Request for CA-PAR Electric, Inc. 
– DOTD Hwy. 22 @ Hwy. 16 Round-
about. (Acct. No. 6110201-001)
 From the Finance Committee 
Report, Committee Chairman Steve 
Irving reviewed the Interest, Fuel Cost 
Adjustment and Financial Summary 
reports.  The board approved a resolu-
tion reclassifying those accounts discon-
nected in June 2015 as uncollectable.  
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
Report with no action taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Founda-
tion reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s Report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
Report with no action taken.

From	the	Board	Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports
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         here are two ways we get the energy that creates the electricity 
          we use everyday. One way is called renewable energy and the 
other is non-renewable.

     Oil and coal are non-renewable 
     sources of energy. 

     Think about it – when your family 
     car uses up the gasoline in its tank, 
     you have to get more. Gasoline, 
     made from oil, and coal are burned 
     to make energy. Once they are 
                        burned they are gone and more is needed to make energy.

turbine

sluice gate

penstock

generator

dam

long distance 
power lines

reservoir

How it works:

A hydroelectric dam harnesses the energy 
produced by moving water. Hydropower is 
the least expensive form of renewable energy.

A hyddroelectrric dam hharnesses the energy 
produced by mmoving water. Hydropower is 
the least expeensive form of renewable energy

Renewable energy comes from sources that don’t get 
used up in the process of making energy. The five main 
sources of renewable energy are:

Renewable Energy

A dam is built on a river creating a 
reservoir.

Water in the reservoir collects behind 
the dam wall. Dam operators control 
the flow of water with a sluice gate.

When released, the water pushes 
through a pipe (called a penstock) 
beneath the water’s surface.

This turns a turbine that then rotates 
a generator to produce electricity.

•

•

•

•

water or hydropower
geothermal
wind
solar 
biomass (includes 
wood, methane, 
ethanol, biodiesel)

Find the words in the puzzle. Then 
look for each word in this week’s 
Kid Scoop stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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What does the term “green” 
mean when used to describe 
businesses and lifestyles? 
What do you do that is 

“green”?

What does 
“green” mean?

The verb harness means 
to gain control of something 

and use it for a purpose.

This week’s word:
HARNESS

Try to use the word harness 
in a sentence today when 

talking with your friends and 
family members.

Solar panels harness the 
energy of the sun.
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Work with your child to make a 

list of things in your home that 

require electricity. Divide the 

items into two categories: 

ESSENTIAL and OPTIONAL.

Standards Link: Social Science: Students recognize individual civic responsibility to protect
the resources in our environment.

The refrigerator is one of the
biggest electricity-guzzling
appliances in your house.
Use the code to thaw out the
missing parts of the Frigid Fact.

FAST FACT: 
Niagara Falls, 

where 
hydroelectric 

operation began 
in 1895, produces 
enough energy to 

light 24 million 
100-watt light 

bulbs all at once! 

Aswan High Dam, Egypt
Glen Canyon Dam, Arizona
Grand Coulee Dam, Washington
Three Gorges Dam, China
Hoover Dam, Nevada
Niagara Hydroelectric 
Power Station, New York

17 + 13
23 - 19
18 + 2

15 + 16
28 - 14
16 + 8

=
=
=
=
=
=

outflow

Look through the
newspaper for 10 or

more words that
describe electricity

and/or what
electricity does.

Words like
“power,” “run,”
“on,” “off,” etc.
Write a poem or
paragraph about

electricity with your
words.

Standards Link: Writing:
Students create poems or
prose addressing a topic
with supporting details.

Electric
Words

ANSWER: You have to pay for electricity.Standards Link: Physical Science: Elecrical energy can be converted 
to heat, light and motion.

Look through the newspaper for things that
need electricity. For each example, make a
list of ways people could accomplish the
same work without using electricity.

Power Surge
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Throughout the day, the oshun 
tide rises and falls. A tidal range 
of about 10 foots is large enough 
to produce energee. 

A dam, or barrage, can be built 
across an inlet. Sluice gates 
control the flow of water and 
allow the tidal basin to phil when 
the tide comes in and empty 
when the tide goes owt.

Water pushes against turbines 
from both directions with the 
incoming and outgoing tides. 
There are only six tidal power 
barrages operating in the world 
but the potential for energy is be 
developed.

Ocean wayves create tremendous 
energy and ways to capture this 
kind of energy are a challenge for 
the scientists and inventors of the 
future.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade-level 
words correctly.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Circle the seven errors in the 
article below. Then, rewrite it 
correctly.
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We average your yearly energy 
bill, and you pay approximately 
the same amount each month. 
Sign up at demco.org today. 

Levelize your bill & 
balance your budget. 

 * DEMCO-ology 101 *

demco.org

/DEMCOLouisiana 

kEEping CurrEnt: tip #27

Through its Operation Roundup 
program, the DEMCO Foundation 

has dispersed over $4 million in 
assistance to DEMCO members 

in their times of need. 


