
First Lady oF E. FELiciana
community gathers to celebrate
restoration of Parish courthouse



ere in Louisiana, we take tremen-
dous pride in our bountiful natural 
resources. Our love of the great 
outdoors is legendary as we are 

known across the globe for our picturesque 
swampland, our rolling hill country and our 
abundant wildlife. 
 When the producers of the History Chan-
nel reality series “Swamp People” were 
looking to profile folks who were passionate 
about outdoor life, they knew exactly where 
to go.
 I think the phrase “Sportsman’s Paradise” 
says it all.
 While there may have been times when 
we didn’t do all we could have done to con-
serve our natural environment, over the past 
20 years we have made great strides in tak-
ing pro-active steps to be sure future genera-
tions are able to experience our culture and 
our traditions as we have known them. 
 Specifically, electric utilities are continu-
ally working with both state and federal reg-
ulatory bodies to comply with a very lengthy 
list of rules, laws and mandates designed 
to curb unhealthy emissions and protect 
our land, water and air. When it comes to 
improving air quality, for instance, there 
are certain rules already in place to address 
ozone levels, acid rain, carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide, mercury, 
arsenic, chromium, nickel, particulate matter 
and more.
 In general terms, the electric utility 
industry - including our own wholesale 
power supplier Louisiana Generating – is 
experiencing a transitional period where 
power plants across the country are being 
pushed to meet what is called a Renewable 
Portfolio Standard (RPS) which means a 
larger percentage of their power generation 
must come from renewable sources. 
 Though legislative and regulatory author-
ities have agreed this should be the goal, 

there is still a need for using fossil-based 
sources to provide power that we can all 
afford as well as to meet base-load demand - 
that is, to make sure that affordable power is 
available when and where we need it.
 This is why Louisiana Generating, in its 
ongoing effort to operate more cleanly and 
efficiently while complying with a wide 
range of regulations, has already invested 
millions over the past several years to retro-
fit its existing fossil-fuel power plant located 
in Pointe Coupee Parish.
 As manager of your locally-owned elec-
tric cooperative, I feel confident our whole-
sale power supplier is acting in the best 
interest of the public by continuing to not 
only utilize its natural-gas facilities but also 
to curb airborne emissions from its coal-
based plant while recognizing the necessity 
of using fossil fuels to produce power that 
both families and businesses can afford to 
buy.
 At the same time, I am quite concerned 
about what industry observers are character-
izing as a regulatory “train wreck” in the 
form of more than a dozen new regulations 
that are in the federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s pipeline (see graphic below) 
over the next 10 years. 
 The first of these is the Cross State Air 
Pollution Rule (known by the acronym 
CSAPR) which will take effect in many 
states on Jan. 1, 2012, and in Louisiana on 
May 1, 2012.
 This one rule, not to mention all the oth-
ers, will without a doubt add more to your 
monthly power bill as any financial expen-
ditures made to comply with the law will by 
contract be passed on to Louisiana ratepay-
ers.
 The rule, though already finalized and set 
to be implemented, has prompted protests 
and legal challenges from many quarters. 
Some power producers argue there isn’t 

enough time to retrofit their plants. They 
fear there will be employee layoffs and a 
considerable reduction in power supply if 
coal-based plants will have to shut down, 
and they note that the Clean Air Interstate 
Rule (CAIR) proposed under the previous 
presidential administration already serves 
the intended purpose. 
 In response to many states’ and orga-
nizations’ concerns, the EPA has recently 
recalculated emissions allowances which 
will help Louisiana utilities provide reliable 
power while meeting the requirements of 
CSAPR.
 Before the change in allowances, both 
investor-owned and municipal utilities were 
anticipating the need for curtailing their pro-
duction, which could have resulted in either 
rolling blackouts or having to meet customer 
demand by purchasing power on the open 
market and flowing any extra costs directly 
to ratepayers. Even with the allowance 
changes, Louisiana electric utilities could 
still face these challenges during the summer 
months when demand for electricity is high-
est.
 Some consumer groups argue that the 
resulting increased costs for power will hit 
ratepayers hard in the pocketbook and put 
undue economic pressure on both families 
and businesses in an already uncertain eco-
nomic climate. Louisiana Generating esti-
mates its cost of compliance will be roughly 
$20 million.
 As I mentioned earlier, CSAPR is just 
the first of many EPA regulations that will 
undoubtedly mean increases in your electric 
bill over the next 10 years.  
 Recently, 25 states including Louisiana 
have filed protests with the EPA and the 
courts asking to delay the implementation 
of further EPA rules until more study of the 
effects of the rules can be completed.  The 
U.S. House of Representatives also recently 
passed a bill that would require a committee 
to study the effects of new EPA regulations 
on power cost, reliability and the economy 
before new rules go into effect.
 I respect efforts to protect Americans 
from an unhealthy environment, and as gen-
eral manager of your cooperative that serves 
a membership representing a wide range 
of opinions and viewpoints, my role does 
not involve advancing a particular political 
ideology. But I also believe it’s in the best 
interest of all of our members that we strike 
a proper balance between environmental 
conservation and the ability of people like 
you and me to be able to afford electricity. 
 I invite you to learn more about this issue 
and weigh in on the discussion by visiting 
www.ourenergy.coop. 
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						Michael	hughes,	Annie	sauser,	Ann	
Reiley	Jones	and	louis	Kent	celebrate	
the	renovation	of	the	e.	Feliciana	Par-
ish	Courthouse.	see	story	on	page	4.
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Demco employees take part in live line and Bucket truck school

DEMCO employees recently participated in the Louisiana Lineman Live Line and Bucket Truck School administered by the Association of Louisiana Electric 
Cooperatives. Shown above from left to right are Philip Harris, Patrick Donohue, Daniel Cross, Roy Kyzar, D.J. Doguet, Wade Duplessie, Josh Miller, Kenneth 
Bailey, Calvin Goza, James Holden, Nick Saucier, Curtis Yaun, Rickey Cummings and Arthur Hurst.
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attention High school Juniors
 Now is your chance to be a part of history! You could be one of four students 
to win an all-expense-paid trip to WASHINGTON, D.C.! You’ll get to tour the 
capital, meet with your congressmen, visit historical sites, see your government 
working and make lots of new friends from all around the country! All you have to 
do to qualify is enter an essay in the 2012 Rural Electric Youth Tour Essay Contest, 
sponsored by DEMCO.

Contest Rules
 Only high school juniors attending schools in DEMCO’s service area are eli-
gible to enter.
 Children, grandchildren, brothers 
or sisters of DEMCO employees or 
directors are not eligible to enter.
 Essay must be written on one of 
the following topics:
 • I can save energy by...
 • I can make a positive impact on 
my community by...
 All essays should be legibly writ-
ten in ink or typed double-spaced.
 Essays should not exceed 750 
words.
 Each essay must be accompanied 
by a cover letter including:
 • Student’s name, address, telephone number, age and gender
 • Name(s) of parent(s) or guardian(s)
 • Name, address and telephone number of school
 • Name of English teacher
 • Listing of student’s school and community activities, achievements and extra-
curricular activities
 • Date submitted
 Essays may be delivered to any DEMCO office or mailed to:
 DEMCO, attn. Marketing Department/YT, P.O Box 15659, Baton Rouge, LA 
70895
 Deadline for entries is Friday, January 27, 2012. All essays submitted in this 
contest will become the property of DEMCO and will not be returned.

Judging
 Essays will be judged on originality, composition, subject matter and neatness.
12 semi-finalists will be selected for final judging. Final competition will consist 
of an oral presentation of the written essay and a brief test on rural electrification 
knowledge.
 Four winners will travel to Washington, D.C. June 15-22, 2012.

You	can	win	a	Youth	Tour	
exPeRienCe!

YT2012_Layout 1  9/13/10  1:52 PM  Page 1

Demco awards two 
academic scholarships

						DeMCo	recently	awarded	two	academic	scholarships	to	
assist	and	support	local	students	in	their	educational	pursuits.
						in	the	photo	below,	DeMCo	Marketing	Assistant	Penny	
Fruge	presents	Adrienne	Ramsey	a	scholarship	check.
						in	the	photo	at	bottom,	DeMCo	scholarship	winner	lind-
sey	simon	is	presented	her	check	by	DeMCo	representative	
Rhonda	stanley.	(Acct.	no.	116020201)
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The First Lady of East Feliciana Parish

 There were so many people in-
volved in the restoration of the East 
Feliciana Parish Courthouse that it 
took Building Committee Member 
Ann Reiley Jones about 30 minutes 
to thank them all.
 “There is no greater calling than 
to serve your fellow man,” Jones said 
at a special re-opening ceremony to 
mark the final stages of the major 
restoration project that required more 
than five years of time, millions of 
dollars and the work of scores of in-
dividuals throughout the community. 
“This has been the greatest thrill of 
my life,” she told the gathering.
 Jones, a former DEMCO board 
member for 12 years, is a direct de-
scendent of the family that donated 
the land on which the 171-year-old 
courthouse was built in downtown 
Clinton. Following a brief audio/
visual presentation by Restoration 
Architect Annie Sauser of the John 
Milner architectural firm, Jones 
shared her personal experiences in 
working on the project from the 
outset. 
 She expressed her gratitude to 
many, including DEMCO CEO and 
General Manager John Vranic, who 
she described as “my good friend 
who came to our assistance every time I 
called him for help.”
 The ceremony was attended by 
many local dignitaries and elected offi-
cials, including members of the Felici-
ana Bar Association and 20th Judicial 
District Judge William G. Carmichael. 
Also on hand were Louisiana Attorney 
General James “Buddy” Caldwell and 
judges of the 19th Judicial District and 
1st Circuit Court of Appeal.
 Caldwell said the historic structure 
stands as a symbol of the country’s 
respect for the law.
 “The success of our nation, is based 
on the rule of law,” he said. “It’s interest-
ing to note that the first five books of the 
Bible are called ‘The Law.’ Our judicial 
system is paramount to having a func-
tioning, thriving society.” 
 Caldwell concluded his remarks by 
saying, “I’d like to thank all of those 
who are servants of the public because 
when you become a public servant, your 
life and your time are not your own. It’s 
a tremendous sacrifice for the benefit of 
all. That goes for all the judges, attor-
neys, clerks and down to the jurors who 
serve. They all join together to make our 
system work.” (Acct. No. 28900031)
 Speaking in eloquent flourishes 
amid the scent of freshly painted walls 
and newly-appointed furnishings, Jones 
recalled the day she was asked to be 
involved in the restoration project that 
was undertaken to correct problems that 
developed from the last restoration proj-

ect that took place 40 years ago.
 The work quickly became a labor 
of love, she said: “I have a confession to 
make. I have fallen in love! Like Pygma-
lion, I have developed a deep affection 
for an inanimate object: this courthouse.”
 She took the audience back to 1824 
when her relatives, Susan and John 
Bostwick, donated a tract of land for 
the specific purpose of building a parish 
courthouse and noted many of the promi-
nent judges and attorneys who have prac-
ticed there through the decades.
 “If you had been walking these 
halls with me over these past months 
and years, perhaps you too would have 
heard the same voices I have heard: the 
sonorous pronouncements of Judge La-
fayette Saunders opening the first session 
of court in this building in 1840. Perhaps 
you would have heard the anguished 

pleas of the guilty, the cries of the in-
nocent, the crisp call of the bailiffs, the 
beseeching of the barristers, the finality 
of the jury foreman as they echoed in 
these halls,” she said.
 Jones gave special thanks to East Fe-
liciana Parish residents Daryl and Mary 
Pennington, who secured an initial dona-
tion of a $1 million grant from the Irene 
W. and C.B. Pennington Foundation. 
Jones also recognized former Commis-
sioner of Administration Angelle Davis, 
state Sen. Rob Marionneaux Jr. and Rep. 
Tom McVea for securing state capital 
outlay funds to match the Pennington 
Foundation’s gift. Jones said the com-
mittee and Police Jury had about $3.5 
million available for the work, although 
the final cost won’t be calculated until all 
the work is complete.
 During her presentation, Sauser ex-

plained that the “soft brick” build-
ing began experiencing structural 
problems about 10 years ago when 
then-Clerk of Court Debbie Hudnall 
started exploring ways to rehabili-
tate the courthouse. She said the 
problem stemmed from the fact that 
during the last restoration project 
workers used Portland cement to 
encase the interior and exterior 
walls, which prevented the building 
from “breathing.”
 “In the 1960s and 1970s we 
thought Portland cement would 
be the answer to everything. You 
would never have to maintain a 
building again if you just covered 
it in Portland cement,” she said. 
“Now, for the past 25 years I have 
spent my time taking Portland 
cement, mortar and plaster off of 
buildings.”
 The substance, she explained, 
actually accelerated decay as mois-
ture from the ground migrated up 
the walls and was unable to escape. 
To address the problem, workers 
“delicately” stripped off all the hard 
plaster and replaced it with “pure” 
lime plaster, repaired the brick walls 
and put in a wood floor with a crawl 
space underneath, Sauser said. Mak-

ing the work ever more difficult was the 
discovery of more structural problems 
- such as cracks in the walls and founda-
tion problems - as the project unfolded.
 “As a people and as a civilization, 
it is important we follow the rule of law 
and the judicial system. What we have 
tried to do is return the beauty and dig-
nity to this building that represents the 
rule of law. That’s why this building is so 
important,” she concluded.
 Presiding Judge George H. Ware Jr. 
thanked Jones for her work on behalf 
of the entire parish. “Her love for this 
building was invaluable in its restoration. 
The parish owes her an immense debt of 
gratitude,” he said.
 Judge Ware called the ceremony 
“the coming-out party for the first lady of 
East Feliciana Parish and boasted that the 
Doric Greek Revival-style structure is 
the oldest courthouse in the United States 
that is still used for its intended purpose.
 Among others participating in the 
event were the Rev. Steve Leonard of 
Faith Presbyterian Church who delivered 
the invocation; members of Boy Scout 
Troop 51 who presented the colors; 
Essie Cockrell, Beverly Leblanc and 
Fran Thomas who performed the Star 
Spangled Banner; Sheriff Talmadge 
Bunch who led the Pledge of Allegiance; 
Leslie Daniel, president of the Feliciana 
Bar Association who introduced those 
members present; and the Rev. Rich-
ard London of F.T. Missionary Baptist 
Church who delivered the benediction.

re-opening ceremony held for efp courthouse 

Above, left, the East Feliciana Courthouse experienced a restoration project that took 
nearly five years and more than $3 million to complete. At top, the dozens of digni-
taries attending a recent grand re-opening ceremony listen as Building Committee 
Member and former DEMCO Board Member Ann Reiley Jones describes her role in 
the restoration project.

Shown above are four direct descendents of Susan and John 
Bostwick, who in 1824 donated the land for the specific pur-
pose of building a parish courthouse: Ann Reiley Jones, Page 
McClendon, Betsy Jones and Reiley Lynn Jones.
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reporting an outage
	 Using	DeMCo’s	interactive	Voice	Recognition	system	is	the	most	
efficient	way	for	your	co-op	to	address	your	service	interruption.	Fill	out	
the	information	in	the	spaces	below	and	clip	this	box	for	future	reference	
in	the	event	of	a	power	outage.	To	use	the	system,	follow	these	steps:

√	Call	225-261-1160	or	800-262-1160
√	Provide	the	following	information:
	 Phone	#	for	the	account	for	which	you	are	calling
	 ________________________________________________
oR
	 Your	DeMCo	account	#	
	 _____________________________________________________
oR
	 The	number	located	on	your	DeMCo	meter
	 _____________________________________________________
oR
	 Your	street	number,	along	with	zip	code
	 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

	 Thanks	to	all	those	local	businesses	and	individuals	for	supporting	their	
local	cooperative	at	the	20th	Annual	DeMCo	golf	Tournament.

Nurse becomes big proponent of olol children’s Hospital
 It’s hard to imagine anything could rattle a veteran pedi-
atric emergency room nurse with 19 years of experience. But 
when Kim Arceneaux’s 4-week-old grandson, Paxton Rivet,  
stopped breathing one day, that’s just how she felt - shaken, 
rattled, like her knees were about to buckle. As she spoke 
with 911 operators, she reached for a bulb syringe, began to 
suction Paxton’s airway and he started to breathe.
 But after an ambulance ride to OLOL Children’s Hospi-
tal, Paxton stopped breathing again in the ER. He had to be 
placed on breathing machine. 
 Paxton would remain on that ventilator for the next 
18 days in the pediatric ICU at OLOL Children’s Hospital, 
where specialists continued to study his case. During those 
days, Paxton exhibited myriad problems, ranging from severe 
gastrointestinal reflux to pneumonia to the beginning of liver 
failure. He would be seen by countless pediatricians on staff 
at OLOL Children’s Hospital specializing in pulmonology, 
neurology, gastroenterology, cardiology, intensive care medi-
cine, allergy and immunology, nephrology and more.
 For that, Kim is thankful, saying, “Having a hospital 
nearby that specializes in children is of number one impor-
tance to any mother, grandmother, father, grandfather - any-
one who has children. Because when you need those special-
ists, you need them now.”
 Paxton was eventually weaned off the breathing machine 
but remained hospitalized for 28 days. Doctors finally sent 
him home with oxygen and a special breathing monitor.
 Kim says doctors told them the underlying causes for all 
Paxton’s difficulties were “like a perfect storm. He had reflux 

which caused the choking episode that led to his not breath-
ing. His older sister was at home with the croup so (exposure 
to) that could have been the icing on the cake. He was also 
born four weeks early.”  Today Paxton is a healthy, happy 
1-year-old doted on by his family and especially his grand-
mother, who works shifts at OLOL Children’s Hospital.
 Kim has taken her gratitude one step further, striving to 
give back to the hospital that saved her grandson’s life. She 
and her husband, Ronnie, operate KM-Ron Builders and are 
the lead builders on the 2011 OLOL Children’s Hospital Man-
sion (formerly known as the Children’s Miracle Mansion.)  
 That mansion is being raffled now to benefit lifesaving 
care at OLOL Children’s Hospital. They are joined by four 
other building companies - RamCo Residential Builders, Ra-
balais Homes, Gafford Construction and JBS Construction.  
Danny and Cherie Brown, developers of Village Lakes Subdi-
vision in Central, donated the lot.  The mansion is a beautiful 
2,600 sq. ft. home valued at over $364,000.
 Kim says it’s about more than winning a house, “It’s 
about giving to the hospital so we are able to have the best 
equipment, the best specialists, the cream of the crop for 
when a child needs it. You never know when something might 
happen to someone in your family or someone you know.”
 This is the tenth year of the mansion project sponsored 
by the Capital Region Builders Association. Chances to win 
this home are $100 and on sale now at ololchildrens.org. You 
may also call 225-757-2663 or toll-free 877-757-2663. The 
name of this year’s winner will be announced on December 
6th on WAFB Channel 9.

OLOL Children’s Hospital

MANSION
 4 bedroom, 3 bath home valued at over $364,000 loCated IN vIllaGe laKeS IN CeNtral 

ENTER

NOW

__________________

Buy your $100 tickets today!
Drawing on December 6. For tickets visit 
ololchildrens.org or call (877) 757-2663.

Corporate Sponsors: Plantation Management Company, Southern Magnolia LLC

Proceeds 
Benefit

MANSION SPONSORS ____________________________________

Scan this QR code with your 
Smartphone to purchase 
tickets now!

No QR reader? Download a free 
version from your app store.

Shown at the recent DEMCO Golf Tournament are Joshua Prestridge, 
Jeremy Wascom, Mike Knight and Gueth Braddock.
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Wreaths across america

	 The	candidates	must:
	 •	Be	a	DeMCo	member,	as	defined	by	the	
DeMCo	Foundation	Bylaws.
	 •	Applicant	must	qualify	based	upon	his/her	
financial	need.		Financial	need	shall	be	determined	
based	upon	information	provided	to	the	DeMCo	
Foundation	including	parental	and/or	spousal	sup-
port,	cost	of	education,	and	any	other	scholarships,	
funds,	or	grants	received.
	 •	Possess	a	high	school	diploma	or	equivalent.
	 •	Be	a	legal	citizen	of	the	United	states	of	
America.
	 •	have	no	felony	convictions.
	 •	Plan	to	attend	a	trade	school,	community	col-
lege,	university	or	other	such	louisiana	institution.
	 •	submit	completed	DeMCo	Foundation	schol-
arship	Application,	all	supporting	documentation,	a	
copy	of	most	recent	transcripts	including	cumula-
tive	gPA	(minimum	of	2.5	on	4.0	scale	or	equivalent	
required),	a	summary	of	work	and/or	extra-curricular	
activities,	a	minimum	of	three	(3)	letters	of	recom-
mendation,	and	a	cover	letter	by	the	applicant	detail-
ing	reasons	for	consideration.	

	 •	An	acceptance	letter	from	the	school	of	choice	
for	first	time	or	transferring	students.
	 •	All	must	be	submitted	to	DeMCo	Foundation	
by	4	p.m.	central	daylight	time	of	deadline	date	(De-
cember	30th).	Applications	cannot	be	faxed.

sCholARshiP	liMiTATion
	 scholarship	recipients	are	eligible	to	apply	for	
a	maximum	lifetime	scholarship	award	of	four	(4)	
semesters/quarters	per	individual.
	 For	more	information	regarding	the	DeMCo	
Foundation	scholarship	Program	or	to	receive	an	
application,	please	call	(225)	665-0317	or	visit	us	on	
the	web	at	www.demco.org.

excerpt	from	ARTiCle	ii,	
DeMCo	Foundation	Bylaws

	 Definition	of	DeMCo	Member:
	 “For	the	purposes	of	these	Articles	of	incor-
poration,	the	DeMCo	members	are	defined	as	
those	individuals	who	are	members	of	Dixie	electric	
Membership	Corporation	and	the	members	of	their	
immediate	family.		Members	of	the	immediate	family	
shall	mean	those	natural	persons	regularly	residing	
in	the	member’s	home	which	is	served	by	DeMCo.”

Demco accepting applications for 2012 scholarships
	 in	1997,	DeMCo	established	the	DeMCo	Foundation,	a	charitable	organization	dedicated	to	assisting	
DeMCo	members	in	need.	since	its	inception	the	Foundation	has	provided	assistance	in	many	ways	and	
has	impacted	the	lives	of	families	and	individuals	throughout	DeMCo’s	seven-parish	service	area.
	 As	part	of	its	continuing	mission,	the	Foundation	initiated	a	scholarship	program.	The	purpose	of	the	
DeMCo	Foundation	scholarship	Program	is	to	provide	assistance	to	financially	needy	DeMCo	members	
who	are	seeking	to	better	themselves	through	trade	school,	vo-tech,	community	college,	a	university	and/or	
other	forms	of	educational	programs	in	the	state	of	louisiana.
	 The	DeMCo	Foundation	will	accept	applications	for	the	2012	spring	scholarship	awards	until	December	
30,	2011.	Up	to	twenty	(20)	scholarships	in	amounts	up	to	$1,000.00	may	be	awarded	each	semester.		Funds	
are	to	be	used	for	payment	of	educational	expenses	such	as	tuition,	books,	and	fees.	Payments	of	scholar-
ships	will	be	made	directly	to	the	applicant’s	school	of	attendance.
	 The	following	eligibility	guidelines	have	been	established	for	the	DeMCo	Foundation	scholarship:
 eligiBility reQuiremeNts

Demco fouNDatioN
1810 s. raNge aVe, suite 2
DeNHam spriNgs, la 70726

pHoNe: (225) 665-0317

rotary club donates to ccaf
						The	City	of	Central	Rotary	Club	recently	made	a	donation	
of	$3,200	to	the	Central	Community	Assistance	Foundation	
(CCAF).
						CCAF	is	a	non-profit	organization	created	to	provide	re-
sources	for	the	purpose	of	assisting	students	and	their	families	
who	live	in	the	City	of	Central	or	within	the	geographical	area	of	
the	Central	Community	school	system	and	are	in	transition	due	
to	economic	hardship	and/or	crisis.	(Acct.	no.	7000969901)
						shown	below	making	the	presentation	at	a	recent	Rotary	
Club	meeting	are,	left	to	right,	Frank	Ard,	Janet	stevens,	lucky	
Ross,	David	latona,	Kenny	Wall,	Craig	harris,	Jennifer	hinton,	
Cheryl	Ard	and	Mary	Broussard.

 On December 10, 2011 at ex-
actly 11:00 a.m. CST wreaths will 
be placed at hundreds of thousands 
of graves, honoring our military men 
and women who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice.  
 Wreaths Across America is a 
program sponsored solely by private 
supporters to 
lay wreaths at 
every grave 
of every ser-
viceman and 
servicewoman 
within Nation-
al, State, and 
Private cem-
eteries around 
the country.  
 Last year 
wreaths were 
laid at 559 locations plus 24 over-
seas, this year the organization is ex-
pecting to have over 650 total loca-
tions participate. Our hope is one day 
to be able to honor every veteran’s 
grave with a wreath.  
 This collaborative effort is de-
signed to honor these brave veterans 
of past wars.  
 Out of the many events held 

around the country, there is one here 
in the capitol region at the Port Hud-
son National Cemetery.  
 This great event is something to 
behold and is open to the public on 
December 10 at 11:00 a.m. CST.  
 If you or someone you know 
might be interested in supporting 

the Wreaths Across America event 
please direct contact to the leader at 
the Port Hudson National Cemetery, 
Zora Olsson, whose email is zbols-
son@aol.com.   
 As mentioned, this event will be 
held at the same time as many oth-
ers in this unified effort to pay honor 
and respect to those who have served 
our country.
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011, at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEMCO’s 
headquarters facility located at 16262 
Wax Road, Central, La.

Help Protect a Lineman 
 What do yard sale signs, basketball 
hoops, deer stands, satellite dishes, and 
birdhouses have in common? They’re 
often found illegally attached to utility 
poles. 
 But this isn’t only a crime of incon-
venience. Safety issues caused by unap-
proved pole attachments place the lives 
of lineworkers and the public in peril.
 It may seem innocent, but a small 
nail partially driven into a pole can 
pierce a lineworker’s glove, stripping 
away critical protection from high-
voltage electricity and making linemen 
vulnerable to electrocution.
 Lineworkers have reported more 
poles used as community bulletin 
boards, satellite mounts, and even sup-

port legs for deer stands, lights, and 
carports. Not only do these attachments 
put line crews at risk—anyone illegally 
placing these items on poles comes dan-
gerously close to energized power lines 
with thousands of volts of energy puls-
ing overhead. It’s always wise to keep 
any structure at least 10 feet away from 
utility poles. 
 Unauthorized pole attachments vio-
late the National Electric Safety Code. 
With this danger in mind, many states 
make it a crime to attach any unap-
proved item to a utility pole.
 Please help DEMCO keep our 
linemen—and our community—safe. 
Remove any unauthorized items 
attached to utility poles. Fixtures not 
belonging to the cooperative or another 
utility will be removed by DEMCO line 
personnel; DEMCO is not responsible 
for any losses if an item is damaged or 
destroyed during removal.

Spear Phishing Bait
 In south Louisiana, fishing season 

comes and goes. But phishing season is 
always open.
 Phishing is a trap set by cyber 
thieves who lure people to fake web-
sites to gather personal information.
 These cyber criminals usually target 
groups of people (for example, those 
who work for the same company or 
attend the same college) and then hack 
into their networks. They send official-
looking e-mails to the targeted group, 
offering urgent and legitimate-sounding 
explanations as to why they need per-
sonal data, according to the FBI.
 Targeted people are then asked to 
click on a link inside the e-mail that 
takes them to a phony but realistic-
looking website, where they are asked 
to provide account numbers, user IDs, 
passwords, access codes and PINs.
 Don’t be a victim - follow the FBI’s 
advice:
 • Remember that most companies 
- banks agencies, etc. - don’t request 
personal information via e-mail. When 

in doubt, call them, using the phone 
number from a statement or card, not 
the number provided in the e-mail.
 • Use a phishing filter. Many web 
browsers have them built in or offer 
then as plug-ins.
 • Never follow a link to a secure 
site from an e-mail - always enter the 
URL manually.
 • Visit the Internet Crime Complaint 
Center at www.ic3.gov/crimeschemes.
aspx for more information and/or to file 
a complaint.
 Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number Con-
test continues this month with four 
winners in this edition of Along These 
Lines. Before you continue looking 
through this edition for your winning 
number, look for your account number 
printed above your mailing address. 
Locate this number anywhere in this 
issue and win the $25 prize. To claim 
your prize, please call 261-1221, ext. 
400.

Boy scouts of america versus the star Wars adventure guides
 Like many a young chap, I pulled a 
hitch in scouting during my elementary 
school days and became indoctrinated 
into the time-honored Boy Scouts of 
America program.
 I enjoyed doing all the fun outdoor 
activities with the other kids in my 
neighborhood and have always been 
a supporter of the institution and its 
mission. But I have to admit I never 
advanced past the Cub Scout stage be-
cause I soon became seduced by what I 
considered to be a much more intriguing 
program: the Y-Indian Guides.
 The Y-Indian Guides, founded by 
a member of the Ojibwa Nation and 
administered by the YMCA, was formed 
right out of the Boy Scout mold and of-
fered opportunities for children and their 
parents to experience nature together, 
to learn moral values, to set and accom-
plish goals and to build character. 
 Apart from the alluring mystique of 
Native American culture, there was an-
other reason I decided to bail on the Boy 
Scouts. As a youngster in the 1970s, I 
was just learning about my own heritage 
as part of the Creek Nation. I knew my 
parents hailed from Escambia County 
in south Alabama where the Creek had 
settled for hundreds of years and that 
my paternal grandmother lived a stone’s 
throw away from the Poarch Creek In-
dian Reservation near Atmore. But aside 
from noticing that all my relatives on 
that side of the family had dark skin and 
dark hair, that’s about all I knew.
 Turns out my grandmother’s blood-
line ran right through the Poarch Band 
and that was enough to trigger the imag-
ination of a kid who spent afternoons 
playing cowboys and Indians in the back 

yard and spent evenings watching Gun-
smoke, Bonanza and those other campy 
western dramas shot in some Hollywood 
studio fashioned with fake tumbleweeds 
and faux cactus.
 It was cooler to me to ditch those 
drab Cub Scout duds and slip on a bright 
yellow vest and some stealthy leather 
moccasins. I was happy to turn in my 
Industrial Age utility knife for a Stone 
Age bow-and-arrow set and was more 
than willing to trade in that tacky neck-
erchief for a colorful beaded headband 
festooned with feathers.
 It was clueless dweeb versus brave 
warrior - or in today’s terms Mac versus 
PC - and it was an easy call.
 Another factor that led to my deser-
tion is the fact that my grandmother 
informed the family that my father, my 
sister and I were being granted formal 
recognition from the federal government 
as tribal descendents and were invited to 
take part in a Native American cultural 
education program over the summer.
 I recall doing the snake dances, 
beating the drums, learning to use hand 
signals and creating jewelry, but the lan-
guage was a non-starter. None of those 
guttural sounds made any sense to me, 
and besides, English was hard enough.
 So, I had my reasons for abandoning 
the Boy Scouts 40 years ago, but now 

I’m once again involved in the program 
primarily due to the people who manu-
facture Daisy BB guns.
 From the time my 7-year-old son 
was old enough to immerse himself in 
the Star Wars franchise and understand 
that the evil Droid army must be elimi-
nated, he’s been smitten by any contrap-
tion that shoots: bows, slings, laser guns, 
Nerf blasters, air rifles, pistols, pump ac-
tion, bolt action, blowguns, rubber band 
guns that you make with your thumb 
and pinkie, you name it. 
 Not long ago I bought him his first 
Daisy BB gun, set him up with some 
targets in the back yard and he spent the 
afternoon cocking and firing until his 
forearm nearly fell off.
 It also turned out that the two big-
gest ambassadors of Boy Scouting were 
right there within the family. Austin’s 
9-year-old twin cousins, Parker and Pey-
ton, are high achievers in the program. 
They’ve owned the Pinewood Derby, 
excelled in a number of activities - 
complete with merit badges and trophies 
- and always related their Scouting 
exploits with zeal and enthusiasm.
 That turned Austin’s attention to 
Scouting, but the moment he learned the 
program involved shooting BB guns, 
I was off to the Boy Scout shop with a 
long list of required items in one hand 

and my well-worn Visa card in the other.
 The real kicker - and potential deal 
breaker - came on his first group camp-
out, which would mark the first time for 
him to actually sleep outdoors, in the 
elements, on the ground, enclosed in a 
thin nylon cocoon. And if this were not 
traumatic enough, it would all be done 
in the absence of his mother. Gasp!
 So, during a recent picture-perfect 
fall weekend, he and I hooked up with 
our pack at Avondale Scout Reservation 
near Clinton. We made camp by pitching 
our Spartan pup tent amid the elaborate 
Trump Tower structures erected by the 
other families and joined in lots of fun-
filled group activities.
 When it came time to bed down and 
get him situated in his sleeping bag, I 
looked forward to engaging in some 
intimate father-and-son camp chat about 
our adventures. But as soon as I turned 
off the flashlight, he was fast asleep.
 Later, on the ride home, he gave the 
whole experience a big thumbs-up. For 
his part, he liked the games and was 
thoroughly excited about making a new 
friend. He and Jacob became insepa-
rable buddies, bonded by their shared 
fascination with all things Star Wars.
 For my part, it was another poignant 
milestone in our walk as father-and-son, 
and I also came away enriched by the 
shared experiences with the other par-
ents and grateful for the organizational 
efforts of the World’s Greatest Pack 
Leaders, Tanya and Joel LeBlanc.
 I’m not sure how long Austin will 
stick with Scouting, but I am quite cer-
tain that if anyone ever invents the Star 
Wars Adventure Guides, he’s gonna be a 
short-timer.

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director	of	Communications
Association	of	louisiana	electric	Cooperatives
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free income tax preparation:
Voluneer income tax assistance

 The Internal Revenue Service partners with local organizations to 
provide free income tax preparation assistance during the 2012 tax filing 
season. This service is especially targeted to offer free tax preparation to 
people with low-to-moderate income including:
      * Persons with disabilities
      * Limited English proficiency
      * The elderly
      * Native Americans
      * Rural communities (Acct. No. 8000856301)
 Bring all your income statements, receipts for deductable items, your 
picture ID and Social Security cards for all persons listed on the return.  
Call “211” to find the nearest free site to you. If you would like to be a 
volunteer tax preparer, contact Diane Denton at 225-923-4210.

What is the earned income tax credit (eitc)?
	 The	earned	income	credit	(eiTC)	is	a	tax	credit	for	certain	
people	who	work	and	have	earned	income	in	tax	year	2011	under	
$49,078.	A	tax	credit	usually	means	more	money	in	your	pocket.	
it	reduces	the	amount	of	tax	you	owe.	The	eiTC	may	also	give	
you	a	refund.	earned	income	includes	all	the	taxable	income	and	
wages	you	get	from	working	either	for	someone	who	pays	you	or	
you	work	in	a	business	you	own.		Taxable	earned	income	includes	
wages,	salaries,	and	tips,	union	strike	benefits,	long-term	disability	
benefits	received	prior	to	minimum	retirement	age,	net	earnings	
from	self-employment.
	 To	claim	the	eiTC	on	your	tax	return,	you	must	meet	all	of	the	
following	rules:
	 •	Must	have	a	valid	social	security	number
	 •	You	must	have	earned	income	from	employment	or	from	self-
employment.
	 •	Your	filing	status	cannot	be	married	filing	separately.
	 •	You	must	be	a	U.s.	citizen	or	resident	alien	all	year,	or	a	non-
resident	alien	married	to	a	U.s.	citizen	or	resident	alien	and	filing	a	
joint	return.
	 •	You	cannot	be	a	qualifying	child	of	another	person.
	 •	if	you	do	not	have	a	qualifying	child,	you	must:
	 	 -	be	age	25	but	under	65	at	the	end	of	the	year,
	 	 -	live	in	the	United	states	for	more	than	half	the	year,	and
	 	 -	not	qualify	as	a	dependent	of	another	person
	 •	Cannot	file	Form	2555	or	2555-eZ	(related	to	foreign	earned	
income)
	 For	Tax	Year	2011	earned	income	and	adjusted	gross	income	
must	each	be	less	than:
	 •	$43,998	($49,078	married	filing	jointly)	with	three	of	more	
qualifying	children;
	 •	$40,964	($46,044	married	filing	jointly)	with	two	or	more	quali-
fying	children;
	 •$36,052	($41,132	married	filing	jointly)	with	one	qualifying	
child;
	 •	$13,660	($18,740	married	filing	jointly)	with	no	qualifying	chil-
dren.
	 Tax	Year	2011	maximum	credit:
	 •	$5751	with	three	or	more	qualifying	children;
	 •	$5112	with	two	or	more	qualifying	children;
	 •	$3094	with	one	qualifying	child;
	 •	$464	with	no	qualifying	children.
	 •	investment	income	must	be	$3,150	or	less	for	the	year.

earned income tax credit could 
mean more money in your pocket

 DEMCO continues to make strides 
in improving service to you, our valued 
members. Several recent projects have 
either been completed or are under con-
struction and near completion.  
 The completion of the Thompson 
Creek Substation on Highway 61,will 
increase capacity and reliability in West 
Feliciana Parish as well as communities 
in northern East Baton Rouge Par-
ish.   
 Also along U.S. Highway 61 
distribution lines will be upgraded to a 
higher voltage to increase capacity and 
reliability for this area. This will work in 
conjunction with the new substation.  
 Another area of the system where 
transmission line is being upgraded is 
that from our Lockhart Substation on 
Lockhart Road in Livingston Parish to 
our Magnolia Substation on Wax Road in 
Central. 
 Other areas of note that have 
roadway upgrades or are in the midst of 
improvements are the road expansions on 

O’Neal Lane and South Harrell’s Ferry 
Road.  These improvements made by 
DEMCO coincide with the road con-
struction being performed by City Parish 
DPW.  
 In these same areas, automated 
switches have been installed to increase 
reliability and to help better serve you, 
our valued members.  
 This has been completed in the areas 
of O’Neal Lane and Coursey Boulevard.  
Other areas of DEMCO’s service terri-
tory have benefitted from the installation 
of the same type of automated switching 
devices. Livingston Parish on Highway 
16 in Denham Springs and Highway 63 
at Interstate 12 are two areas that now 
have this advanced technology. 
 It is improvements such as these 
that your board of directors has made 
the wise decision to invest in. They have 
your best interests in mind when making 
these decisions, as they will improve the 
reliability of service you have come to 
appreciate and we are pleased to deliver.

Demco makes progress 
on system improvements
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Meeting of September 22, 2011
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
met on Thursday, September 22, 2011.  
Board President Richard Sitman called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The 
board then approved the minutes of the 
previous meeting.
 The Treasurer’s Report and Opera-
tions Committee Report were accepted 
as written.  
 From the Purchasing Commit-
tee Report, Randy Lorio, committee 
chairman, presented bids received.  
The board then approved a resolution 
accepting the following bid:  Kulaga 
Construction Co., Inc. for the Missis-
sippi River Bridge Three-Phase Project 
(overhead).
 From the Finance Committee 

Report, Steve Irving, committee chair-
man, reviewed the Interest, Fuel Cost 
Adjustment and Financial Summary 
reports.  
 Next the board approved a reso-
lution renewing the DEMCO Vision 

Insurance Plan with NRECA as well 
as the Life Insurance/Accidental Death 
and Dismemberment and Business 
Travel Accident Insurance plans with 
NRECA.  
 The board then resolved to autho-
rize President Richard W. Sitman, CEO 
and General Manager John D. Vranic, 
and Vice President of Finance Jimmie 
D. Varnado to execute the necessary 
documents with CoBank to amend and/
or restate two promissory notes and 
revolving credit supplements.
 The board approved a resolution 
reclassifying those accounts discon-
nected in May 2011 as uncollectable.  
 Next the board approved a resolu-
tion authorizing management to execute 
the necessary documentation to re-price 

four CFC loans in order to lower inter-
est rates.
 Danny Berthelot and Leslie Falks 
gave the ALEC Report with no action 
taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Founda-
tion Reports with no action taken.
 Richard Sitman presented the DES, 
LLC Report with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s Report after which the board 
resolved to appoint Mr. Dennis R. Lott 
as DEMCO’s voting delegate for the 
CFC District Meeting process while 
also appointing John D. Vranic as the 
alternate voting delegate.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
Report with no action taken.

From	the	Board	Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports

J.k. Johnson
Denham springs, la

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDermy

Makes sense. Less  power  equa ls  more  sav ings . I ’m sav ing  $105 

a  year  by  shut t ing  down a l l  the  way. Wha t  can you do? Find  out 

how the  l i t t le  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

STICKING TO A BUDGET 
IS EASIER WITH MY  
COMPUTER TURNED OFF.
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Write a newspaper article describing the
weather in a make-believe location such

as Candyland or Upside-downville.

Changing air pressure causes the weather to
change. Warm air is lighter than cold air,
so it rises. When warm air rises,
it leaves behind an area of
low pressure.

As air rises, it becomes
cooler and starts to sink.
This makes an area of
high pressure.

Make a secret code
by assigning each

letter of the alphabet
a number. For

example, A=1, B=2,
C=3, etc. Using this
number code, add

up the value of
words in headlines.
Predict which words
will have the highest
value and then test

your prediction.
Predict which will

have the lowest
value and test your

prediction.

Air is made of molecules. When molecules
heat up, they move faster and farther away
from each other. This causes warm air to be
lighter than cold air, so it rises.

This why hot air balloons float up into the sky.
Heaters blow hot air into the balloon and it fills
and rises. When balloonists want to land, they
turn off the heat and float downward.

The tool scientists use to measure air pressure
is called a barometer. You can make one with
things found around your house. Here’s how:

1 balloon
1 drinking straw
1 wide-necked
glass jar
glue
scissors
string

Cut off
the neck
of the

balloon.

Stretch the
balloon over the

top of the jar.
Secure it with a

string.

Glue the
end of the straw
onto the center
of the balloon.

    Tape the scale on a
wall behind the jar so
that when the straw is
straight, it rests
halfway
between the
high pressure
and low
pressure marks.

Cut out
the pressure
scale below.

Over the next
few days,
watch the straw
move up and
down as the air
pressure
changes.

High pressure
usually brings
fair weather.

Low pressure often
brings cloudy,
unsettled weather.

Where is the straw on
the air pressure scale
(barometer)?

Actual
weather
outside

Date

WEATHER
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Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.
                                         Look at the clouds below. Can you
see any pictures hidden in the clouds? Outline what you see.

Why is the weather report important to a farmer,
an astronaut or a fireman? Search the newspaper
to find an article or picture featuring a person
who cares about the weather. Write a paragraph
telling why this person needs weather reports.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Read today’s Kid Scoop page.
Then, use the information on
today’s page to answer the
questions below.

When hot air rises, it leaves
behind an area of no air.

Cool air is heavier than hot
air.

A barometer is a tool to
measure the height of bears.

Air is made up of molecules.

High pressure brings stormy
weather.

When air molecules heat up,
they slow down.

Farmers care about the
weather.

When balloonists want to
land, they turn up the heat in
their balloons.

ANSWERS:
1. False
2. True
3. False
4. True
5. False
6. False
7. True
8. False



Our People - Your Power

No one looks forward to paying bills. However, DEMCO makes the process more convenient 

with online bill pay. You can better manage your monthly payments by signing up for DEMCO’s 

Bankdraft option, so your bill will always be paid on time. You can also pay online using an 

e-check or credit card. Log on to DEMCO.org for details, and add a little convenience to your life. 

DEMCO puts the power in your hands!

We’re DEMCO, but to our 
  members we’re known as 

demco.org


