
Hot Rod GaRaGe
Slot-car racing provides
fun for the entire family



ook at a piece of copper, and 
you can see why it’s been 
popular with artists for 10,000 

years. Its reddish-orange luster en-
hances jewelry and other decorative 
art. 
 Ancient weapon makers also 
found it useful—axes with copper 
heads date back at least 5,000 years. 
More recently, engineers discovered 
that copper was an excellent con-
ductor of electrical current. 
 In the past few years, copper’s 
popularity has seen an uptick among 
another group: criminals. 
 Whether it’s the tough economy 
or people who have simply become 
desperate due to the financial pres-
sure, the relatively high price of the 
metal has led to a wave of copper 
theft. The Electric Safety Founda-
tion International (ESFI) estimates 
that there are more than 50,000 cop-
per thefts from electrical utilities 
each year. 
 Copper is swiped from many 
places, including construction sites, 
warehouses, churches (yes, even 
churches) and abandoned homes. 
In some areas, crooks drag away 
entire air-conditioning units so that 
they can remove the copper tubing 
at their leisure, leaving home own-
ers and business owners to deal with 
the consequences of their criminal 
behavior. 
 But copper theft from utility 
poles and substations carries a par-
ticular concern. Copper energizes 
current-carrying conductors (wires) 
as well as playing a key role in 
grounding.
 Substations—which contain ex-

pensive equipment for controlling 
the flow of electricity from high-
voltage transmission lines to your 
home—must be grounded to the 
earth to prevent damage from light-
ning strikes and fault currents. 
 When your co-op grounds equip-
ment in a substation, it makes an 
electrical connection to a buried net-
work of wires, called a ground grid, 
that dissipates the excess charge 
safely over a wide area.
 But burying wires causes them 
to corrode. Buried aluminum under-
goes galvanic corrosion and can turn 
to dust in two years. Given the same 
conditions, copper can last 60 years 
or more.
 Despite the extreme danger that 
comes with entering a substation, 
the copper wire inside makes for  an 
attractive target—all a thief has to 
do is make a couple of cuts and get 
out. For the relatively small value 
of the stolen copper, crooks leave a 
mess that can be very dangerous and 
expensive to clean up. 
 ESFI estimates the value of 
copper stolen from utilities each 
year—whether  grounding wire sub-
stations, grounding wires off poles, 
or even power lines themselves—to 
be about $20 million. 
 But the true financial impact can 
run three times that amount. And 
when copper bandits strike, not-for-
profit co-ops such as DEMCO have 
no choice but to pass the replace-
ment costs on to our members. 
 A substation or pole that’s left 
ungrounded becomes a dangerous 
place. Sometimes the thieves touch 
or cut the wrong conductors, ex-

posing themselves to lethally high 
voltages. Errant currents can dam-
age electrical equipment, taking the 
substation or line “down” and inter-
rupting power to consumers. 
 The electricity can even endan-
ger co-op employees, causing injury 
or death. ESFI estimates about 35 
Americans die each year because of 
copper or other metal theft. 
 One transmission line manu-
facturer has addressed the crime 
of copper theft with a cable it calls 
Proof Positive. This product comes 
etched with a unique identifying 
code, serial number, and a website 
address that scrap dealers can visit 
to see if the copper has been heisted. 
 This innovative system enables 
recyclers to identify the material as 
stolen and alert law enforcement, 
often resulting in an arrest and con-
viction.
 After passing legislation two 
years ago in an attempt to curb 
metal theft, Louisiana lawmakers 
recently added several measures in-
tended to stop this criminal activity. 
The new legislation increases finan-
cial penalties for thieves, requires 
buyers to be licensed and to keep 
more detailed records and prohibits 
cash payments for copper.
 Keep in mind that no one should 
be in an electric co-op substation 
except trained employees. We ask 
that you report any suspicious activ-
ity to local law enforcement and to 
DEMCO. 
 Your diligence and involvement 
can help stop criminals and may 
even save a life.
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						Michael	Wood	is	shown	at	the	
grand	opening	of	the	hot	Rod	garage	
on	north	Walker	Road.	Read	more	
about	the	new	slot-car	racing	facility	on	
page	4.
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lawmakers turn up heat 
on copper thieves

manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo	Ceo	and	general	Manager
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Driveway revolution: electric car technology charges ahead
 Electrification of America’s automobile fleet has 
been hailed as a great step forward in reducing pollu-
tion and curbing our nation’s dependence on foreign 
sources of oil. When it comes to all-electric vehicles, 
choices are growing and include well-known manufac-
turers such as Chevrolet, Nissan, and Toyota as well as 
a growing number of specialty manufacturers or retrofit 
kits. 
 Chevrolet and Nissan made big splashes in 2011 
with the introduction of the Volt and Leaf, respectively. 
While sales numbers were disappointing for both 
manufacturers, they plan to continue offering electric 
vehicles for the foreseeable future.  

Comparing Cars
 Not all electric vehicles are alike. The Nissan 
Leaf, for example, boasts a driving range of roughly 
100 miles. Once its 16-kWh lithium-ion batteries are 
drained, you better be at your destination and near a 
110-volt power outlet for recharging, or have the phone 
number for roadside assistance handy. 
 The Chevy Volt and Toyota Prius Plug-in both offer 
a gasoline safety net for their pack of batteries. The 
Volt will run on a charge for about 40 miles. The Prius 
(scheduled for first delivery in spring 2012) has been 
reported to have an 11-mile range.  Once the batteries 
are exhausted, a gasoline-powered generator produces 
electricity to keep the car rolling - at least until you run 
out of gas. (Acct. No. 80053738002)
 The Volt can also be recharged by plugging it 
in to a traditional 110-volt outlet. This differs from 
traditional gasoline-electric hybrid vehicles like the 
original Toyota Prius, for which much smaller 1.3-kWh 
nickel-metal hydride batteries are recharged only by the 
gasoline engine and a regenerative braking system. (In 
hybrids, batteries essentially supplement the gasoline 
motor.) 
 Several electric co-ops are testing plug-in hybrid 
SUVs, pickups, and cars along with bucket trucks 
- spin-offs of hybrid technology - that can switch 
between a gasoline or diesel engine and 9-kWh to 
16-kWh lithium-ion batteries.
 All-electric vehicles carry higher price tags than 
comparable conventional gas-fueled versions - typi-

cally $10,000 to $15,000 more, even after federal tax 
incentives ranging from $2,500 to $7,500 (depending 
on battery capacity) are included. Tax credits will phase 
out as manufacturers produce more vehicles [NOTE: 
to learn more about electric vehicle tax breaks visit 
www.afdc.energy.gov/afdc/laws/law/US/409 or speak 
to a qualified tax advisor.] Over time, batteries should 
become cheaper to build, lowering electric vehicle 
costs.
 As a quick comparison, we examined the 2012 
Ford Focus (manufacturer’s suggested retail price 
$18,300) and the Chevy Volt ($31,645 after tax credits). 
Both are four-door sedans roughly the same size. 
According to the U.S. Bureau of Travel Statistics, the 
average American drives 40 miles per day. Chevrolet 
estimates the average Volt driver will spend $1.50 per 
day for electricity (based on a price of 12 cents per 
kilowatt-hour) and a small amount of gas. Meanwhile, 
the average Focus owner will spend almost $5.16 on 
gasoline daily.
 At $4 per gallon for gas, the average Volt driver 
would save $1,335 annually, but would need to rack up 
that amount for almost 10 years to equal the difference 
in sticker price. 
 Of course, actual savings depends on the number 
of miles driven and car options. It should be noted that 
using electric accessories such as air conditioning, heat, 
and a defroster will drain electric car batteries faster 
and impact mileage. 

Charge!
 Electric cars can be recharged using a traditional 
120-volt outlet with a dedicated 15-amp circuit found 
in homes. Under this method, referred to as Level 1 
charging, it takes at least eight hours to charge a Volt 
and more than 20 hours for a Leaf. The Prius with its 
smaller battery can be charged in three hours. 
 Because those are long standby times, consumers 
may decide to purchase a Level 2 charging station to 
speed things along. These devices recharge through a 
dedicated 240-volt circuit, similar to that used for elec-
tric clothes dryers. According to Edmunds Car Buying 
Guide (www.edmunds.com), Level 2 charging for the 
all-electric Leaf takes four hours while the Volt can be 
ready to hit the highway in as little as three hours. 
 Today’s charging standards allow for power deliv-
ery of up to 16.8 kilowatts delivered at 240 volts and 
up to 70 amperes. The Volt’s Level 1 charging at 1.4 
kilowatts is roughly equivalent to the load of a toast-
er—a toaster running for eight straight hours, of course; 
its Level 2 charging, estimated to be 3.5 kilowatts, is 
similar to the load of a heating and air conditioning 
system running continually for three to four hours. 
Heavier-duty charging stations, like the ChargePoint 
from Coulomb Technologies, draw about 7 kilowatts.    
 Charging stations must be installed by a licensed 
technician, and in many areas of the country, the work 
requires review by a local building inspector. Chevy 
estimates putting in a charging station will usually run 
between $1,200 to $1,500. But the tab can go much 
higher, especially if a household’s electric system needs 
upgrading to handle the increased load. 

Impact
 Studies by the Electric Power Research Institute, 
a non-profit research consortium made up of electric 
utilities, including electric cooperatives, headquar-
tered in Palo Alto, Calif., show electric vehicles will 
reduce overall emissions of various air pollutants, even 
when taking into account emissions from power plants 
needed to produce the energy for recharging. In fact, 
plugging in cars at night when power costs and demand 
are at their lowest actually helps an electric system run 
more efficiently by trimming line losses. 

		 DeMCo’s	offices	will	be	closed	
on	Wednesday,	July	4,	in	obser-
vance	of	independence	Day,	but	
standby	crews	and	a	24-hour	dis-
patcher	will	be	available	to	handle	
emergencies	or	weather-related	
outages.
	 enjoy	your	4th,	but	use	caution	
and	common	sense	to	keep	your	
festivities	safe	and	enjoyable	for	
everyone.	For	example:
	 •	Make	sure	fireworks	are	
handled	by	a	responsible	adult.
	 •	Designate	adults	or	older	
teens	to	supervise	sports	activities.
	 •	Make	sure	there	is	always	
someone	in	charge	of	grills,	barbe-
cues	and	campfires.
	 •	Keep	all	perishable	food	
thoroughly	chilled	and	stored	in	a	
cooler.

Have a safe 
and happy 4th!

Demco offers online
storm information

	 The	newly	designed-
DeMCo	website	offers	a	
wealth	of	information	for	all	
DeMCo	members	during	
and	after	hurricanes	or	vio-
lent	storms.	
	 DeMCo	will	be	updating	
in	a	real-time	format	all	out-
age	information	throughout	
its	power	delivery	system	
that	spans	seven	parishes,	
including	press	releases	
and	any	additional	informa-
tion	that	may	be	helpful	to	
our	members.	
	 simply	log	on	to	www.
demco.org	for	all	your	hur-
ricane	information.



Page	4	•	Along	These	lines	•	July	2012

 When 18-year-old Michael Wood en-
rolls at LSU as a freshman this fall, he’ll 
already have more hands-on business 
experience than many of his matriculating 
classmates.
 Wood is spending his summer as 
manager of his family’s new business 
venture, Hot Rod Garage Slot Car Rac-
ing, located on Walker North Road.
 Wood, the proud owner of a race-
ready, green-tinted 1971 Dodge Chal-
lenger that he practically built from the 
chassis up, is part of a close-knit family 
deeply immersed in just about every form 
of auto racing from stocks to dragsters. 
His father, Jason, grew up around racing 
and for the past 18 years has built and 
designed dragsters as owner and manager 
of Wizard Race Cars located in Holden. 
 One of Jason’s prized possessions, 
a converted 1959 Cadillac hearse he 
ominously dubbed “Golgotha” and races 
on different circuits across the country, 
figures prominently in the story of how 
the Hot Rod Garage came into existence.
 According to Michael, a family friend 
reported that a miniature replica of his 
father’s famous dragster was spotted at 
a slot-car track in a neighboring parish, 
so he and his dad went to take a look. 
While at the racing venue, they noticed 
all the patrons there – male and female, 
young and old – having lots of fun build-
ing, designing, repairing and racing their 
slot cars. They figured Livingston Parish 
could benefit from a similar attraction.
 Soon, his parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles and a small army of close family 
friends all joined forces to create the Hot 
Rod Garage out of an old video rental 
store owned by his grandfather, Leslie 
Falks. The crew combined efforts to pro-
duce an eye-popping, retro-themed indoor 
space that would appeal to both racers 
and non-racers alike.
 The main feature of the Hot Rod Ga-
rage that first captures a visitor’s attention 
is the centerpiece eight-lane, tri-oval slot 
track that accommodates the 1:24 scale 
model cars. A straight 48-foot, two-lane 
strip is located nearby for drag racing 
fans. Both tracks are monitored by state-
of-the-art computer systems that quickly 
deliver precise time, placement and other 
pertinent information on an easy-to-read 
screen. Tables are also available for those 
building, designing and repairing their 
cars. (Acct. No. 80058283001)
 For those non-racing visitors, there’s a 
lounge area with a wide projection-screen 
television, concessions for sale and a side 
wall lined with old-fashioned pinball 
machines and other racing-related video 
games to enjoy.
 For those who like to “tinker under 
the hood,” there is a complete line of slot-
car building kits with parts and various 
supplies for repairs. Those without cars of 
their own can pick up a rental for racing.
 The Wood family envisions the up-
start business as a family-oriented facility 
where folks can go to compete, fellow-
ship with like-minded fans and have lots 
of fun in the process.
 If last month’s grand opening celebra-

tion was any indication, they’ve hit the 
mark. Among the crowd at that event 
were Caleb Pearson and his grandfather, 
Donald Cowart, along with Steve Gal-
loway and his daughter, Destiny.
 Caleb, a 14-year-old student at Live 
Oak High School, was buzzing around 
the place, racing on both the oval and 
drag strips with varying degrees of suc-
cess. His grandfather was also getting in 
on the act, racing a car of his own while 
occasionally retreating to a side table to 
make some necessary adjustments using 

his model car tool kit.
 “This is a lot of fun!,” Caleb said. 
“I’m winning some and losing some but I 
love the tracks and the computers that tell 
you how you did. This is a good place to 
go because you don’t have to set up your 
own track and then take it down when 

you’re done.”
 Michael’s mother and father, Bo-
nita and Jason, agreed that bringing the 
business to reality has been a lot of hard 
work, but also a lot of fun in the process.
 “I’ve been around racing a long time 
and have always found that the folks you 
meet and interact with are just great peo-
ple who are passionate about the sport,” 
Jason said. “It’s all about having fun and 
enjoying time with each other as family 
and friends in a wholesome environment 
while trying to give your best effort on 

the race track.”
 Jason said he and his father, Scott, 
always enjoyed being involved in the rac-
ing culture and it’s something he has been 
happy to pursue with his own family.
 “We’ve always done things together 
as a family and as a team, but this project 

will really teach Michael about the reali-
ties of running a business, about having 
a good time doing what you enjoy while 
also serving the needs of the customer 
and doing what’s necessary to make the 
business viable at the same time.”
 Michael said one of the most satisfy-
ing aspects of running the business so far 
has been seeing the youngsters and the 
older visitors interacting together.
 “Of course a lot of the kids are into 
slot-car racing, but I’ve seen a lot of the 
older guys come in with dusty boxes full 
of cars and parts that they’ve had since 
they were kids and just brought down 
from the attic,” he said. “It’s great that 
we’ve been able to provide a place that 
can get them excited about slot-car racing 
again. It’s great to see the smiles on their 
faces while they’re having fun with their 
sons and daughters and grandsons and 
granddaughters.”
 A bit of a history buff when it comes 
to the topic of motor sports, Michael said 
slot-car racing hit the peak of its popu-
larity in the mid-1960s until the radio-
controlled models began to dominate the 
market. He said it’s gratifying to be a part 
of the slot-car resurgence.
 As for the future, Michael said he 
plans to continue working at the Hot 
Rod Garage while he studies mechanical 
engineering. A drummer in Walker High 
School’s marching band, he also intends 
to continue pursuing his interest in music 
by auditioning for the drum line at LSU.
 Hot Rod Garage is open on Thurs-
days, 4-10 p.m., Fridays, 4 p.m. until 
midnight and on Saturdays from noon to 
midnight. The cost is $10 for an all-day 
pass, $2 for car rentals and a $2 general 
admission fee for non-racers. A monthly 
membership is available for $40 while 
group and party rates are also available. 
 For more information, call 225-271-
4363 or visit www.hotrodgarageslotcars.
com. 

Slot-car race track provides clean family fun

Above,	left,	steve	galloway	and	Caleb	Pearson	compete	on	the	drag	strip	at	the	newly	opened	hot	Rod	garage	on	
north	Walker	Road.	Above,	right,	Michael	(center)	leads	a	group	of	enthusiastic	racers.	

Clockwise,	from	
above,	left:	Jason	
Wood	helps	a	cus-
tomer	design	a	slot	
car;	Michael	answers	
questions	while	
his	mother,	Bonita	
(right),	retrieves	cars	
available	for	rent;	
Michael	is	shown	at	
the	grand	opening	
with	his	1971	Dodge	
Challenger.
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 Did you know that your correct 
residential phone number is essential 
to ensuring the accurate processing 
of your utility, bank and most com-
mercial records? 
 Or that emergency respond-
ers and most service dispatching 
depends on accurate and up-to-date 
phone numbers?
 From confirmation of hotel or 
airline reservations, credit card acti-

vations or to schedule utility service 
or check an account status, correct 
residential phone numbers are es-
sential. 
 Fire, police and emergency ser-
vices commonly depend on residen-
tial phone locations to respond to an 
emergency situation. 
 Utilities, shippers, banks and 
retailers do likewise when making 
service calls, scheduling deliveries 

or accessing personal accounts.
 Does DEMCO have your cor-
rect residential phone number? With 
more and more of the public relying 
on mobile phones, a phone number 
may no longer provide a reliable 
physical location for service and that 
can complicate dispatching repair 
crews during outages. 
 If you depend on a cell phone for 
communications, then DEMCO may 

have problems in confirming your 
service location. When reporting a 
service outage or to check on your 
account status, it may be necessary 
to provide your DEMCO account 
number which is listed on your 
monthly utility bill. 
 The account number enables 
DEMCO to determine your location 
and all other information concerning 
your account.

Demco needs your correct residential phone number
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 The DEMCO Foundation, a charitable organization established to help 
DEMCO members in times of need, is now accepting applications to help 
families who have school-aged children purchase school uniforms for 2012-
13.
 “Many families find it difficult to make ends meet each month,” says 
Chanon Johnson, Case Manager for the DEMCO Foundation. “The expense 
of school uniforms and supplies can place a burden on families with low 
income.”
 The funds available through the DEMCO Foundation can be used in a 
variety of ways, such as helping members to pay medical or pharmacy bills, 
providing the resources to make a home handicap accessible or helping to 
purchase necessities like food and clothing.  
 Special assistance is also available in times of emergency such as in the 
aftermath of a hurricane, fire, flood or other natural disaster.
 In 2001, the DEMCO Foundation established a new scholarship program 
designed to help DEMCO members who are seeking to better their lives 
through education.  
 The scholarships are valued up to $1,000.00 each and can be used by 
students to help pay for school tuition and book fees at any Louisiana college, 
university or trade school. (Acct. No. 8008618903)
 “Helping to purchase school uniforms is just another one of the many 
ways that the DEMCO Foundation provides assistance to DEMCO members 
and helps make our community a better place to live,” says Johnson.
 Established in 1997, the DEMCO Foundation is funded through a pro-
gram called Operation Round Up® where DEMCO members volunteer to 
“round up” their monthly electric bills to the nearest dollar.  
 The overage amount, which averages $.50 cents per bill and only $6.00 
per year, is then used by the DEMCO Foundation to assist other DEMCO 
members in their times of need.
 To receive an application for assistance provided through the DEMCO 
Foundation, please call (225) 665-0317, or log on to www.demco.org, click 
“Community,” “DEMCO Foundation,” then “Application for Assistance.” 
Applications must be received by July 13, 2012.

foundation accepting 
applications 

for school uniforms

students return from 
youth tour trip to D.c.

	 Youth	Tour	students	(left	to	right)	Kaila	Kelly,	natalie	Dupuy,	Rachel	
Crowell,	Derek	Wooden	and	Anne	gunther	are	pictured	in	front	of	the	White	
house	during	their	recent	trip	to	Washington,	D.C.	
	 The	students	were	part	of	a	contingent	of	27	louisiana	delegates	who	
joined	more	than	1,500	students	from	across	the	country	for	the	national	
Rural	electric	Cooperative	Association’s	government	in	Action	Youth	Tour.
	 The	group	visited	several	prominent	national	monuments	during	the	trip	
and	also	had	the	opportunity	to	meet	with	members	of	the	louisiana	con-
gressional	delegation,	including	sens.	Mary	landrieu	and	David	Vitter.
	 Kelly,	Dupuy,	Crowell	and	Wooden	were	sponsored	by	DeMCo	while	
gunther	was	sponsored	by	the	Association	of	louisiana	electric	Coopera-
tives	in	Baton	Rouge.	
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www.muellerinc.com • 877-2-MUELLER

PRotEct things 
that MattER
a Mueller metal roof is a smart addition to your home for 

many reasons, such as weather resistance. Mueller roofs 

offer superior protection from wind, hail and fire. stop by 

one of our 30 locations or go online and learn more about 

the benefits of Mueller metal roofing.

Visit our online color selector tool to  

choose your color and panel style.

Mueller Metal roofing

MuellerNCMRoofingLAOKNM.indd   1 5/30/12   10:52 AM
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, July 19, 2012, at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEMCO’s 
headquarters facility located at 16262 
Wax Road, Greenwell Springs, La.

Energy saving tips 
for those who rent

 If you rent your home, it often 
seems that you can’t do much to control 
your electric bills. But in reality, there 
are lots of low-cost, or no-cost, tricks 
that you can put into place to cut down 
on electricity use. 
 “Usually leases forbid renters to 
make alterations to a structure, so 
your energy-saving solutions have 
to be simple,” says Brian Sloboda, a 
senior program manager specializing 
in energy efficiency with the Coopera-
tive Research Network, an arm of the 
Arlington, Va.-based National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association.
 A few simple tips can help shave 
your electric bills:

 • When lightbulbs burn out, replace 
them with compact fluorescent lamps 
(CFLs). If they have an ENERGY 
STAR label, these bulbs typically last 
up to 10 times longer than traditional 
incandescent bulbs and use 75 percent 
less electricity.
 • Use your vacuum to clean coils in 
the bottom panel of your refrigerator. 
 • Keep your dryer vents clean. 
Clogged refrigerator coils and dryer 
vents will cause appliances to work 
harder and increase the risk of fire. 
 • Keep furniture from blocking air 
vents. Shut the vents in rooms you don’t 
use.
 • Check the temperature on your 
water heater. These devices don’t need 
to be set at more than 120 degrees Fahr-
enheit for daily showers and chores.

Use caution with fireworks
 What would the Fourth of July be 
without cookouts, baseball games, and 
pyrotechnic displays in the night sky? 
But it’s easy to forget that fireworks are 

dangerous explosives, and carelessness 
could have deadly consequences.
 Every year, thousands of people are 
injured by fireworks—8,600 in 2010 
alone, according to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 
The agency also reports that three peo-
ple died the same year. 
 The federal government has banned 
sales of the most dangerous fireworks 
to consumers, such as cherry bombs and 
M-80s. But sparklers, firecrackers, and 
other smaller fireworks remain legal 
in most states. To help make sure your 
holiday celebrations don’t end with 
a trip to the emergency room, follow 
these safety tips from the CPSC:
 • Sparklers aren’t safe for small 
children. They burn at very high tem-
peratures—up to 2,000 degrees Fahren-
heit, hot enough to melt some metals—
and can easily set clothes on fire.
 • Ignite fireworks in a clearing, 
away from power lines, homes, other 
structures, dry leaves and grass, and 

other flammable materials. Never light 
them in any type of container.
 • Keep a bucket of water handy in 
case of emergencies and for fireworks 
that fail to ignite or explode.
 • Do not place any part of your 
body directly over fireworks while 
you’re in the process of lighting them, 
and immediately move away as soon as 
the device is lit.
 • After fireworks have completely 
burned out, soak them with a hose 
before throwing them in the trash to 
help prevent fires.

Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number Con-
test continues this month with four 
winners in this edition of Along These 
Lines. Before you continue looking 
through this edition for your winning 
number, look for your account number 
printed above your mailing address. 
Locate this number anywhere in this 
issue and win the $25 prize. To claim 
your prize, please call 225-262-3072.

a week away from the mac can cause a kayak attack
 The Gibson family’s annual beach 
skedaddle wasn’t completely unproductive 
this year. I actually learned a few things 
while spending a week away from the 
Mac.
 First, I learned we’ve probably been 
going to the wrong beach for the past 10 
years. Instead of taking the same well-
worn path to Alabama’s Redneck Riviera, 
we opted for Dauphin Island instead.
 It was new territory for the other mem-
bers of my family, but more of a rediscov-
ery for me. When I was a chap growing 
up in Mobile, our family lived right off 
the Dauphin Island Parkway just south of 
town and we often piled into our white 
Comet station wagon to make that short 
hop to the shore. I still recall the unusual 
sideways “V” shape configuration on the 
tops of the utility poles – resembling an 
open gator’s jaw – that ran along the two-
lane highway leading to the island.
 That road seemed to go on forever 
as my sister and I anticipated all the fun 
we’d have frolicking on the beach and 
playing in the surf. After we finally topped 
the bridge and approached the three-way 
intersection at the base of the big water 
tower that welcomed visitors to the small 
Gulf community, we knew it was time to 
close the comic books and get ready to 
break out the sand buckets and inner tubes.
 I attempted to describe these fond 
memories to my two children as we rolled 
over the bridge into town, but they were 
too preoccupied with their Nintendo DS 
and iPod Touch devices to listen.
 In any event, I was surprised Dauphin 
Island still existed, considering the many 
hurricanes that have hammered it over the 
past few decades. I figured the human in-
habitants and the insurance companies had 
given the place over to Mother Nature a 
long time ago, but found it to be thriving.

 We spent a week “on the D.I.” and 
soon discovered the place completely lives 
up to its billing as a “family friendly” al-
ternative to some of the more heavily trav-
eled resorts in the region. Less congestion, 
slower pace, no boom boxes, no airplane 
banner ads passing overhead, and no wild 
party bars. Our only trade-off was that we 
had to survive a week without a Walmart. 
Challenging, I know.
 We found plenty to do for a family 
of four. Besides spending a few hours a 
day at the beach riding the surf on our 
body boards, digging in the sand, read-
ing, tanning and searching for shells, we 
explored the island on our bicycles, hiked 
through the Audubon Bird Sanctuary, 
toured historic Fort Gaines, learned about 
the local ecosystem at the D.I. Estuarium 
and lapped up soft-serve cones by the fish-
ing pier. We opted against taking the ferry 
across Mobile Bay, figuring we would 
save that adventure for our next trip.
 Another thing I discovered is that I 
now have a new activity to share with my 
7-year-old son, Austin. I took a chance and 
asked him if he was interested in renting 
a tandem kayak and poking around the 
back bay with his Dad. He had never sat in 
a kayak before but had heard about them 
often over the past couple of years since 
I decided it’s one of those things I really, 
really need in my life.
 Turns out everybody else on the planet 
needs one, too. Kayaks are in high demand 

these days to the point where it’s impos-
sible to find an affordable pre-owned 
model. Retailers are happy to sell them, 
but it seems irresponsible for a family man 
to plunk down hundreds of dollars for a 
brand new recreational toy when there’s 
college tuition – times two – looming in 
the future. (Acct. No. 80092647002)
 So far, I’ve been able to avoid the “big 
one,” that massive kayak attack where I 
walk into Bass Pro and mortgage my fam-
ily’s financial future for a huge hunk of 
molded plastic. However, considering the 
$30 here and there I’ve spent on rentals 
over the past year or so, I probably could 
have a top-of-the-line cruiser taking up 
space in my garage already.
 Anyway, Austin and I climbed aboard 
our rented vessel and struck out across a 
ship channel on our way to the uninhab-
ited spit of sand called Little Dauphine 
Island. We pulled up on a tiny beach, had 
some beef jerky and water, and made a 
short hike over the dunes to the east side 
of the small barrier isle.
 We stepped back into the boat, set out 
on a southeast heading, and poked around 
some of the coves where the well-heeled 
permanent residents dwell. As we paddled 
past the dry docks and well-manicured 
lawns, Austin marveled at the wealth he 
saw on display and wondered aloud how 
all those people became so rich to afford 
those big houses, jet skis, four-wheelers, 
swimming pools and mammoth yachts. I 

told him that if I had the answer to that we 
probably wouldn’t be paddling around in a 
beat-up rented kayak.
 Eventually, we came upon a teen-age 
girl dropping a line from her back-yard 
bank. As we approached, I told him to say, 
“Pardon me, ma’am, but do you have any 
Grey Poupon?” Before I could explain 
to him how funny that would be, we had 
drifted well past the young angler.
 As we turned back toward our put-in 
point, I was surprised to realize Austin 
was actually enjoying his maiden kayak 
voyage. He was a natural with the paddle, 
too, dipping and pulling with pretty good 
balance and timing for a neophyte.
 In truth, the conditions for much of 
our two-hour ride were pretty ratty for 
kayaking. Thunder rumbled to the north of 
us, a rain cloud passed over but fortunately 
brought just a few sprinkles, a stiff east-
erly wind blew steadily and made paddling 
a brutal chore in choppy waters, power 
boats sped by and left us rocking in their 
wakes. But Austin was oblivious to all of 
this. To him, bucking on those annoying 
wakes and plowing over the white-cap 
surf just added to the adventure. He was 
perched up in the front of that boat riding 
confidently and proudly like Captain Jack 
Sparrow while Dad was steadily cranking 
against the elements in whatever direction 
Austin said he wanted to go.
 I told him that if he enjoyed this out-
ing, he’d really like floating down one of 
south Louisiana’s many picturesque rivers 
and camping on sugar-white sandbars 
where he can put his Scouting skills into 
practice. Perhaps that’s a trip we’ll take 
together one day.
 Meanwhile, I continue to wrestle with 
the choice: Kayak or college tuition. Col-
lege tuition or kayak.
 Tough call.

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director	of	Communications
Association	of	louisiana	electric	Cooperatives
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 Imagine a major highway with 
vehicles all going one way. It’s rush 
hour—rows of impatient cars try to 
merge, pushing to reach a final desti-
nation. Exits for cities appear, and a 
steady stream of cars spreads into the 
countryside.
 Electricity today travels across the 
nation in much the same way—mov-
ing from power plants along major 
transmission arteries 
until off-ramps deliver 
it to local electric utili-
ties like DEMCO and, 
finally, your home.
 There’s a national 
push to improve this 
setup—repave the 
electric highway, so to 
speak—to allow for a 
two-way flow of in-
formation. This would 
be accomplished by 
upgrading the physi-
cal network of poles 
and wires to bolster 
reliability and security, 
and deploying digital 
“smart grid” technolo-
gies that allow utility 
staff and equipment on 
power lines and sub-
stations to talk to each 
other. The ultimate 
goal: allow electric systems to operate 
at top efficiency and help consumers 
make better energy choices to keep 
bills affordable. 
 “Modernizing America’s electric 
system is a substantial undertaking,” 
states the U.S. Department of En-
ergy (DOE) in a recent report, Grid 
2030. “The nation’s aging electro-
mechanical electric grid cannot keep 
pace with innovations in the digital 
information and telecommunications 
network. America needs an electric 
superhighway to support our informa-
tion superhighway.”

Earth’s Largest 
Interconnected Machine

 A challenge lies before utilities: 
how to transform a largely mechani-
cal power network into a smart grid.
 North America’s electric grid may 
be the largest interconnected machine 
on earth, consisting of power plants, 
high-voltage transmission lines, 
smaller transmission lines, substa-
tions, and distribution facilities. But 
it wasn’t built with a master plan in 
mind. It was created as needed, one 
section at a time. As the nation’s elec-
tric needs grew, so did the grid.
 Today, the grid splits into three 
parts: the Western Interconnection, 
which reaches from the Pacific to the 

Rockies; the Eastern Interconnec-
tion, which continues to the Atlantic; 
and the Texas Interconnection, which 
covers most of the Lone Star State. 
Plans are under way in Clovis, New 
Mexico, to connect all three segments 
at a massive substation dubbed “Tres 
Amigas.” The groundbreaking is 
expected to occur this month. But for 
the moment the three interconnections 

remain fairly isolated.
 The grid includes approximately 
3,000 utilities and other entities oper-
ating 10,000 power plants, according 
to DOE. More than 1 million mega-
watts of energy course across 300,000 

miles of transmission lines nationally. 
And much of this vast network was 
designed at least 50 years ago—thus 
the need for a major upgrade.

Grid of the Future 
 What will tomorrow’s grid look 
like? Paving a new, smarter grid calls 
for unprecedented cooperation and 
communication, since everyone has a 
different idea of what a future power 
network should be. Electric coopera-
tives, including DEMCO, believe 
there should be three main goals 
behind grid improvements: safety, 
reliability and affordability. 
 To keep electric bills affordable, a 

smarter grid will provide tools to help 
co-op members manage their electric 
use, while automation devices and 
equipment will help reduce operation-
al costs. And since electric coopera-
tives like DEMCO are not-for-profit, 
any money saved on day-to-day 
operations will ultimately be returned 
to members.  
 Technology focused on boosting 

efficiency could shrink a community’s 
carbon footprint by letting members 
cut their electric use during demand 
peaks and lowering line losses. 
Finally, a smarter grid will be more 
secure and can help electric co-ops 
restore service following an outage 
much more rapidly and safely than 
ever before. While it’ll still take the 
same amount of time to remove a tree 
that’s fallen onto distribution lines, 
a co-op will be able to pinpoint the 
location remotely rather than having 
to walk a line to find the problem. 
 As with all construction projects, 
these improvements will require study 
to make sure consumer benefits out-
weigh costs.
 Electric cooperatives, as consum-
er-owned and -governed utilities, take 
a sensible approach to technology in-
vestments. This means the co-op busi-
ness model, combined with research 
funds, make cooperatives excellent 
testing sites for exploring the value 
of smart grid for consumers and how 
these new technologies might be able 
to help keep bills affordable.
 To learn more, visit www.smart-
grid.gov. For updates on how electric 
co-ops are leading the way with smart 
grid innovations, visit www.ECT.
Coop. 

utilities repaving america’s electric highway

The grid includes 
approximately 3,000 

utilities and other 
entities operating 

10,000 power plants, 
according to DOE.
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Meeting of May 24, 2012
 The board of directors of 
DEMCO held its regular meeting 
Thursday, May 24, 2012.  Board 
President Richard Sitman called the 
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the 
minutes of the previous meetings, 
new member list, Treasurer’s Report 
and Operations Committee report as 
written.  The board then resolved to 
authorize John D. Vranic, CEO and 
General Manager to certify to the 

Rural Utility Service that the Emer-
gency Response Plan was updated.  

 From the Purchasing Commit-
tee report Randy Lorio, committee 
chairman, presented bids received.  
The board then approved a resolution 
accepting the following bid: Chain 
Electric Company for the 69kV 
Transmission Line Construction on 
the Magnolia Tap to Indian Mound 
(Overhead) Project,  
 From the Finance Committee 
report Steve Irving, committee chair-
man, reviewed the Interest, Fuel Cost 
Adjustment and Financial Summary 

reports.  The board approved a reso-
lution reclassifying those accounts 
disconnected in January 2012 as 
uncollectable.  
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Foun-
dation reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
report with no action taken.

From	the	Board	Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports

I ’m sav ing $212 a  year  by  sea l ing  a  few cracks . 
Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how the  l i t t le  changes 
add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

I’M TIGHT WITH 
MY MONEY.  
AIRTIGHT.

J.k. Johnson
Denham springs, la

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDermy
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Crinkle up the
paper hanging
below the
tape and
shape it
to form
a creative
hat brim.



Decorate
the hat
with strips
of
construction
paper,
feathers,
flowers,
small toys
or whatever
you like!



 Repeat and have your friend help
you make your own hat.

    
    

  



Our People - Your Power

We’re DEMCO, but to our 
  members we’re known as 

demco.org

Preparing for hurricane season is a way of life for all of us in 

Louisiana.  Let us help you prepare this storm season by visiting 

DEMCO.org where you can download important safety tips, 

learn what to do if you lose power, view real time outage 

information, and stay updated on ensuing storms with live 

hurricane tracking.  Log on to DEMCO.org to prepare your 

family and home.  DEMCO puts the power in your hands!   


