
Building futures
new campus emboldens 

new spirit at northshore tCC



ne day during his tenure as a 
college professor, Albert Ein-
stein was visited by one of his 

students. 
 “The questions on this year’s 
exam are the same as last year’s!” 
the young man exclaimed.
 “Yes,” Einstein answered, “but 
this year all the answers are differ-
ent.”

	 I	find	it	interesting	that	many	
times	our	questions	remain	the	
same,	but	the	answers	we	have	may	
be	different	from	year	to	year.		Ev-
eryday	life	can	be	this	way	in	many	
of	the	tasks	we	take	on.		
	 Here	at	DEMCO	you	might	say	
that	we	are	facing	the	same	dilemma	
that	Professor	Einstein’s	student	
faced.		You	see	as	we	are	now	ap-
proaching	75	years	of	serving	our	
members,	the	mission	is	still	the	
same.
	 Our	mission:	DEMCO	exists	
to	serve	the	members/custom-
ers	through	professionally	trained	
employees	providing	safe,	reli-
able	and	affordable	electricity	as	
well	as	other	high	quality	products	
and	services.		As	a	good	corporate	
citizen,	DEMCO	is	committed	to	
stimulating	the	economic	growth	
and	prosperity	of	our	area	through	

ethical	conduct	and	sound	business	
principles.
	 We	hope	to	serve	by	providing	
“safe,	reliable	and	affordable	elec-
tricity”	to	you	our	valued	members.		
The	way	in	which	we	have	respond-
ed	to	these	lofty	goals	over	the	last	
75	years	has	varied,	however	we	
always	want	to	be	able	to	answer.
	 In	1938,	when	you	asked,	“how	
will	you	provide	our	communi-
ties	with	electric	power	when	large	

power	companies	will	not	invest	in	
the	equipment	necessary	to	install	
the	needed	infrastructure	across	ru-
ral	America?”		The	cooperatives	re-
sponded.		However,	as	technologies	
grew	and	changed,	so	did	DEMCO.		
The	tools	we	used	have	changed	
over	the	years,	but	the	question	has	
not.
	 When	you	asked,	“how	will	
you	bring	power	to	my	community	
in	the	safest	way	possible?”		We	
did	it.		However,	a	lot	has	changed	
in	75	years.		We	are	growing	and	

changing	in	our	safety	measures	as	
well.		As	improvements	in	electrical	
safety	technology	change,	we	not	
only	make	that	change,	we	reach	out	
and	educate	you,	our	members,	on	
the	innovative	steps	being	made	to	
increase	safety.
	 When	you	asked	for	power	to	be	
delivered	to	you	in	the	most	cost	ef-
fective	way	possible,	we	responded.		
We	place	this	priority	high,	along	
with	safety	and	reliability.		On	Au-
gust	8,	1938,	DEMCO	sought	to	
purchase	and	deliver	power	to	its	
781	members	at	the	most	cost	ef-
ficient	price	possible.		Today	only	
part	of	that	answer	has	changed	as	
we	are	seeking	the	best	value	pos-
sible	to	purchase	and	deliver	power	
to	the	over	100,000	members	who	
rely	on	us	for	power.
	 So	as	these	questions	remain	
the	same,	we	strive	to	find	the	best	
answer	to	benefit	you	our	valued	
members.		Technologies	change,	
markets	change,	but	the	emphasis	
we	place	on	you	will	remain	the	
same.	(Acct.	No.	80124900003)	
	 It	is	an	honor	to	serve	you	as	
the	CEO	and	General	Manager	
of	DEMCO—a	company	that	has	
placed	its	members	first	for	nearly	
75	years.
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on the cover
			shown	at	northshore	Technical	and	
Community	College	in	greensburg	
are	(from	left)	Dean	sharon	hornsby,	
instructor	Mozell	holliday	and	sgA	
President	Toriano	Cryer.	see	page	4.
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When you asked for 
power to be delivered 

to you in the most cost 
effective way possible, 

we responded.

after 75 years of service 
the mission stays the same

manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo	Ceo	and	general	Manager

Demco linemen receive training
	 The	DeMCo	linemen	shown	above	recently	concluded	Module	iii	of	the	louisiane	lineman	Train-
ing	Program	administered	by	the	Association	of	louisiana	electric	Cooperatives	in	Baton	Rouge.	Pic-
tured	from	left	to	right	are	Jared	soileau,	Justin	Andrews,	Roy	Kyzar,	Josh	Miller,	Wade	Duplessie,	D.J.	
Doguet,	Jimmy	holden	and	nick	saucier.
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Demco introduces its new mobile app to 
allow users easy access to their account
	 DeMCo	now	has	an	“app	for	that.”		
	 The	locally-owned	cooperative’s	new	mobile	app	
allows	users	to	securely	access	their	account	so	
members	can	easily	manage	their	account	details,	
view	a	bill	and	account	balance,	make	payments	and	
find	payment	locations,	report	power	outages,	and	
more.		
	 Users	can	also	set	up	alerts	and	reminders	regard-
ing	their	DeMCo	account.		nearly	everything	that	can	
be	done	from	the	DeMCo	web	portal	can	now	be	
handled	instantly	whether	you’re	at	home,	at	work,	or	
on	the	go.		
	 With	the	recent	introduction	of	the	DeMCo	web	
portal	and	now	the	release	of	this	mobile	app,	it	is	
clear	that	the	locally	owned	electric	cooperative	is	
making	strides	to	serve	its	members	wherever	they	
are.		
	 “Advancements	in	technology	that	promote	effi-
ciency	and	convenience	for	our	members	are	just	
one	way	we	are	striving	to	bring	our	members	safe,	
reliable	and	affordable	electricity,”	states	John	Vranic	
DeMCo	Ceo	and	general	Manager.
	 The	app	is	available	to	be	installed	on	the	iPhone	
or	iPad	through	the	Apple	App	store,	or	the	Android	
phone	or	tablet	through	the	Android	Market.		
	 login	to	the	app	requires	the	account	holder’s	
member	number	and	password.	once	this	information	
is	entered,	members	can	manage	all	of	their	DeMCo	
accounts.	Download	the	app	today	and	take	DeMCo	
with	you	wherever	you	go.

Be a fam with 
a plan

	 It’s	not	pleasant	to	think	about	
worst-case	scenerios.	But	a	little	
planning	can	make	a	difference	if	
the	worst	does	happen.	Follow	these	
tips	to	avoid	feeling	helpless	during	
a	disaster.
	 •	Communicate	-	Talk	with	your	
family	about	who	to	call,	where	to	
go,	and	what	to	do	if	disaster	strikes.	
	 •	Educate	-	Plan	different	
strategies	for	different	situations.	
Map	out	a	fire	escape	route	from	all	
areas	of	your	home,	and	establish	a	
safe	place	to	go	during	threatening	
weather.	Agree	on	an	out-of-town	
relative	or	friend	to	call	if	you	get	
separated,	and	have	an	ICE	(In	Case	
of	Emergency)	contact	in	your	cell	
phone	that	first	responders	can	call.
	 •	Prepare	-	Set	up	warning	
systems	in	your	home—fire	detec-
tors	and	carbon	monoxide	alarms	
give	advance	notice.	Use	a	battery-
operated	weather	radio	for	advance	
storm	warnings,	and	subscribe	to	
your	local	Office	of	Emergency	
Management	alerts.	Keep	an	emer-
gency	kit	handy	that	contains	five	
days	worth	of	non-perishable	food	
and	water,	first	aid	supplies,	phone	
numbers,		medicines,	and	cleaning	
supplies.	Also,	plan	for	pets	or	any	
special	needs	for	family	members.		 	
	 •	Keep	calm	-	Think	clearly	and	
follow	your	plan.	Use	the	resources	
you	prepared.
	 •	Emergency	phone	-	Keep	a	
corded	landline	phone	handy.	If	cell	
phone	batteries	die,	there’s	no	way	
to	charge	them	during	an	outage.

utility rights-of-way make dangerous playgrounds
	 For	electric	utilities,	service	reliability	starts	
and	ends	with	rights-of-way.
	 DEMCO	alone	has	over	9,500	miles	of	power	
line	rights-of-way	in	Ascension,	East	Baton	
Rouge,	East	Feliciana,	West	Feliciana,	Livings-
ton,	St.	Helena	and	Tangipahoa	parishes.	
	 Electric	utilities	such	as	DEMCO	spend	mil-
lions	of	dollars	every	year	maintaining	thousands	
of	miles	of	rights-of-way	by	spraying,	trimming	
trees	and	clearing	brush	to	prevent	outages	and	to	
enable	crews	rapid	access	to	power	lines	when-
ever	necessary.	
	 Some	rights-of-way	run	through	dense	woods.	
Others	may	cross	open	fields	or	run	next	to	roads	
and	highways.	
	 The	land	these	rights-of-way	go	through	is	
not	owned	by	the	utility.	The	land	is	usually	
private	property	on	which	a	property	owner	pays	
taxes.	The	utility	only	has	permission	to	enter	the	
property	to	service	and	maintain	power	lines	in	
the	course	of	providing	service.	
	 That	right	of	access	is	limited	only	to	the	util-
ity	or	its	contractors	and	is	not	extended	to	the	
general	public.

	 Unfortunately,	the	same	process	that	ensures	
service	reliability	and	provides	easy	access	to	
power	lines	makes	them	ideal	driving	ranges	for	
golfers,	tempting	mud-tracks	for	off-road	ve-
hicles	and	race	courses	for	four-wheelers.	

	 Whether	on	public	or	private	property,	a	util-
ity’s	rights-of-way	exist	solely	to	ensure	reliable	
utility	service,	and	any	action	that	interferes	or	
prevents	that	function	has	serious	consequences.
	 Those	who	misuse	rights-of-way	may	not	
only	be	criminally	and	financially	responsible	for	
any	damage	they	cause	to	the	land	itself	or	the	
utility’s	property	located	in	such	rights-of-way,	
they	also	can	be	financially	responsible	for	any	

damage	to	private	property	caused	in	homes	or	
businesses	served	by	those	lines	because	of	mis-
use	of	a	right-of-way.
	 When	rights-of-way	are	used	as	driving	
ranges,	golf	balls	can	damage	insulators,	allow-
ing	power	lines	to	come	into	contact	with	each	
other	or	the	ground,	causing	damage	to	utility	
hardware,	appliances	or	electronics.
	 Off-road	vehicles	or	four-wheelers	making	
unauthorized	use	of	rights-of-way	can	snag	guy-
wires	or	hit	power	poles,	damaging	the	utility	
equipment	attached	to	them	while	also	disrupting	
service	to	thousands	of	homes	and	businesses.	
	 Rutting	due	to	off-road	vehicle	usage	can	
cause	erosion	requiring	expensive	control	mea-
sures	to	be	undertaken	to	preserve	the	land.	Those	
responsible	can	be	held	financially	liable	for	the	
damage	and	financial	losses	they	cause.
	 Utility	rights-of-way	may	look	like	an	in-
viting	playground,	but	that’s	not	what	they’re	
intended	for	and	misuse	of	a	right-of-way	can	be	
very	expensive	in	the	long	run.	
	 It	can	also	be	deadly	because	damage	that	
causes	a	power	line	to	fall	puts	everyone	in	peril.

Utility rights-of-way may look 
like an inviting playground, but 

that’s not what they’re 
intended for and misuse of a 

right-of-way can be very 
expensive in the long run.
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	 Sometimes,	people	do	actually	judge	a	
book	by	its	cover.
	 Sharon	Hornsby,	dean	of	Northshore	
Technical	Community	College	in	Greens-
burg,	experienced	this	first-hand	after	the	
school	moved	from	its	old	digs	on	College	
Street	to	its	new	facility	off	Hwy.	1042	
west	of	town.
	 Hornsby	said	that	since	the	transition	
took	place	last	month	she	has	heard	from	
individuals	who	previously	formed	a	less-
than-stellar	impression	of	the	school	sim-
ply	because	it	was	housed	in	a	cramped,	
outdated	structure	that	was	state-of-the-art	
when	it	was	built	back	in	the	1950s.
	 “Some	people	have	said	they	were	in-
terested	in	our	program	but	then	they	drove	
by	and	saw	the	facility	and	just	kept	on	
going,”	Hornsby	said	while	leading	a	small	
group	of	DEMCO	representatives	on	a	tour	
of	the	new	$8.3	million	campus.	“We’ve	
always	had	a	very	high	quality	educational	
program	but	now	our	physical	plant	more	
accurately	reflects	what	we	have	to	offer.	
We	now	have	much	better	curb	appeal.”
	 NTCC	Chancellor	William	Wain-
wright,	who	oversees	the	institution’s	four	
separate	campuses	from	the	main	office	in	
Bogalusa,	was	on	site	to	help	lead	the	tour	
and	also	to	help	prepare	for	the	school’s	
Sept.	5	ribbon-cutting	event.
	 Wainwright	pointed	out	that	the	new	
structure	was	made	possible	by	a	mea-
sure	supported	by	Gov.	Bobby	Jindal	
and	passed	by	the	state	legislature.	The	
Workforce	Investment	Act	was	designed	to	
bolster	economic	development	across	the	
state	by	directing	resources	toward	
improving	Louisiana’s	community	
and	technical	colleges	including	
both	new	construction	and	renova-
tions	to	existing	academic	facilities.
	 “We	wouldn’t	be	here	celebrat-
ing	this	great	addition	to	the	area	
without	the	support	of	the	governor	
as	well	as	the	local	and	regional	leg-
islative	delegations.	The	entire	com-
munity	came	together	to	make	this	
happen	and	the	energy	and	spirit	are	
amazing,”	he	said.	“DEMCO	has	
also	been	a	big	player	in	this	and	we	
appreciate	their	hard	work	in	pro-
viding	power	and	doing	everything	
we	needed	or	asked	them	to	do.”
	 DEMCO	Vice	President	of	Market-
ing	and	Member	Services	Turk	Tynes	said	
the	member-owned	electric	cooperative	
was	happy	to	help	and	added	that	mem-
bers	of	DEMCO’s	board	of	directors	and	
the	DEMCO	Foundation	have	also	been	
involved	in	the	project	from	both	a	leader-
ship	and	financial	assistance	standpoint.	
	 For	example,	he	noted	that	DEMCO	
Board	President	Dickie	Sitman	of	Greens-

burg	has	pledged	$10,000	in	academic	
scholarship	money	through	his	position	
on	the	board	of	Denver-based	CoBank,	a	
lending	institution	that	works	with	electric	
cooperatives	all	across	the	country.
	 “We’ve	been	an	integral	part	of	this	
community	for	more	than	seven	decades	
and	we’re	excited	anytime	we	have	the	op-
portunity	to	be	involved	in	some	major	de-
velopment	such	as	this,”	Tynes	said	while	
touring	the	campus	grounds.	“We’ve	been	
busy	working	on	a	new	substation	in	this	
area	and	making	sure	we	have	the	infra-
structure	in	place	so	that	the	students	and	
faculty	who	depend	on	this	facility	have	

the	reliable,	affordable	power	they	need	to	
provide	a	high-quality	learning	environ-
ment,”	he	said.	“Educational	opportunities	
increase	the	quality	of	life	for	everyone.”
	 Along	with	the	new	bricks	and	mortar,	
Hornsby	said	a	new	excitement	is	filling	
the	hallways	and	classrooms.	The	school	
employs	more	than	50	faculty	and	staff	
and	student	enrollment	exceeds	1,000.	She	
expects	student	interest	to	increase	sub-
stantially	as	word	spreads	about	the	new	

campus.	(Acct.	No.	80173732001)
	 Student	Government	President	Toriano	
Cryer	agrees:	“You	can	see	the	positive	
attitude	and	energy	people	have	and	the	
bounce	in	their	step.	Everybody	loves	the	
new	classrooms	and	the	computer	labs	and	
it	really	helps	the	students	focus	on	their	
studies	without	worrying	whether	or	not	
the	air	conditioning	is	going	to	work	or	the	
plaster’s	going	to	come	off	the	walls.”
	 Wainwright	said	NTCC’s	primary	
mission	is	education,	but	it’s	also	about	
providing	access	to	educational	opportu-
nities	to	anyone	who	wishes	to	pursue	a	
degree	from	an	accredited	program	and	

acquire	work-ready	skills	–	particularly	
those	residing	in	the	rural	parts	of	south-
east	Louisiana.
	 He	said	along	with	four	physical	cam-
puses	covering	the	entire	region	from	the	
Northshore	to	the	Mississippi	border,	the	
school	also	offers	on-line	courses	for	those	
with	transportation	or	scheduling	limita-
tions.	Many	on-site	classes	are	also	offered	
both	day	and	night.
	 Another	recent	priority	among	the	

administration,	he	said,	is	working	with	
lawmakers,	state	government	and	other	en-
tities	to	ensure	that	general	education	credit	
hours	can	be	transferred	to	other	two-year	
or	four-year	institutions	in	the	state.	To	
that	end,	NTCC	has	been	working	with	
Southeastern	Louisiana	University	and	
other	schools	and	is	also	endeavoring	to	
join	the	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	
and	Schools	accreditation	program.
	 “Access	is	a	big	focus	for	us,”	Wain-
wright	said.	“We	want	people	to	have	the	
ability	to	take	advantage	of	what	we	have	
to	offer,	whether	you’re	looking	to	start	a	
career	or	change	careers.	Another	prior-

ity	is	job	placement.	
We	take	that	very	
seriously.	If	you	work	
hard,	we	want	to	
ensure	that	you	can	be	
employed	at	a	compet-
itive	wage.”
					Personnel	also	
work	with	students	to	
obtain	financial	assis-
tance	through	govern-
ment	programs	such	
as	Pell	Grants,	as	well	
as	industry-sponsored	
support.
					“We	want	everyone	

who	has	a	dream	of	obtaining	an	educa-
tion	to	be	able	to	achieve	that	dream,”	
Wainwright	said.	“Whether	it’s	taxpayers,	
elected	officials	or	community	leaders,	
everyone	has	contributed	to	making	this	
campus	become	a	reality.	And	we	want	
everyone	to	take	advantage	of	it.”	
	 To	obtain	more	information	about	
NTCC	and	its	available	courses,	visit	
www.northshorecollege.edu	or	call	985-
732-6640.

B u i l d i n g  F u t u r e s
Excitement abounds as 
Northshore TCC moves 

to new Greensburg campus

At	left,	nursing	students	take	a	break	while	visiting	with	
Dean	sharon	hornsby.	shown	counterclockwise	from	
bottom/left	are	shonda	Johnson,	April	McQueen,	latoya	
Clark,	Kimberly	Ferrier,	hornsby	and	lauren	Foster.	
Above,	Mechanics	instructor	nolan	landry,	student	De-
andra	Mcgee	and	staffer	Terry	Addison	are	shown	with	a	
1929	Model	A	Ford	used	as	a	teaching	tool.

The	new	$8.3	million	facility	and	the	new	classrooms	contrast	with	the	old	campus,	shown	above/right.
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	 Few	things	irritate	us	more	than	
waking	up	late	for	work	or	school	be-
cause	our	digital	alarm	clocks	didn’t	go	
off	and	we	find	ourselves	greeted	by	
that	blinking	“12:00.”	This	means	you	
have	to	reset	every	digital	clock,	all	the	
DVD	or	Blue	Ray	players	and	even	the	
microwave	oven,	all	because	your	lights	
blinked	last	night.
	 While	the	frustration	is	understand-
able,	the	fact	is	those	blinking	clocks	are	
a	comforting	reassurance	that	protective	
safety	devices	installed	on	your	electri-
cal	distribution	system	have	been	hard	
at	work	protecting	your	life,	your	fam-
ily	and	your	property.	At	the	very	least,	
these	devices	prevented	major	damage	
to	the	utility	system,	which	could	have	
delayed	restoration	of	service	for	hours	
or	even	days.
	 A	seldom	noticed	but	very	effec-
tive	safety	device	used	on	all	electric	
distribution	systems	is	the	recloser.	
Reclosers	work	like	the	circuit	breakers	
that	protect	the	electrical	system	inside	
your	home,	except	they	are	self-resetting	
devices.	When	there’s	a	dangerous	elec-
trical	short	or	power	surge	in	your	home,	
circuit	breakers	in	the	home’s	electrical	
distribution	box	“open”	to	cut	off	the	
power	and	prevent	damage	to	appliances	
or	overheated	wires	that	could	cause	a	
fire.
	 Once	the	circuit	breaker	in	your	
home	“opens,”	you	have	to	manually	
reset	it	to	restore	power	to	that	particular	
circuit.

	 Reclosers	work	much	the	same,	
except	they	automatically	reclose	to	re-
store	power	unless	there’s	still	a	problem	
with	the	power	line.	If	a	tree	limb	or	
some	other	object	falls	into	a	power	line,	
the	recloser	“opens”	to	interrupt	power,	
otherwise	the	short	could	cause	more	
extensive	damage	to	the	line	or	homes	
connected	
to	it.	After	a	
few	seconds,	
the	device	
“closes”	to	see	
if	the	problem	
has	cleared	the	
line.	
	 The	re-
closer	will	try	
three	times	
to	“close”	
before	staying	
in	the	“open”	
position	until	
the	problem	
is	corrected	
by	service	crews	and	it	is	manually	
reset.	That’s	what	causes	your	lights	to	
“blink.”
	 Lots	of	things	can	cause	power	
interruptions,	such	as	tree	limbs,	birds,	
squirrels,	equipment	failure	and	ve-
hicle	accidents,	but	by	far	the	majority	
of	blinks	and	outages	are	caused	by	
weather,	especially	thunderstorms	and	
lightning.
	 Lightning	has	been	an	especially	
serious	problem	for	electric	utilities	over	

the	past	two	years,	causing	widespread	
outages	across	much	of	north	and	central	
Louisiana.	More	people	are	killed	by	
lightning	each	year	than	hurricanes	and	
tornadoes	combined.	Nearly	1,800	light-
ning	strikes	occur	at	any	given	moment	
somewhere	on	the	Earth,	adding	up	to	
over	16	million	strikes	every	year.		

	 Prudent	people	get	under	cover	
when	there’s	a	lightning	storm	in	their	
area.	Unfortunately,	electric	power	lines	
have	no	place	to	hide.	Power	poles	make	
easy	targets	for	lightning	bolts,	which	
is	why	far-flung	electric	utility	distri-
bution	systems	also	are	equipped	with	
“lightning	arrestors”	as	well	as	reclosers.	
The	“arrestors”	permanently	open	when	
lightning	hits	a	line	to	keep	the	electrical	
surge	from	traveling	down	that	line	into	
substations	and	distant	homes.	Lightning	

strikes	commonly	burn	down	power	
lines	or	destroy	transformers	and	other	
electrical	equipment.
	 If	reclosers	and	lightning	arrestors	
didn’t	do	their	jobs,	causing	“blinks”	in	
the	process,	power	lines	and	substations	
would	be	damaged	causing	consumers	
to	be	without	power	much	longer	while	
repairs	are	made.	
	 If	blinks	bother	you,	consider	pur-
chasing	appliances	with	battery	back-up	
systems	built	in	and	use	uninterruptible	
power	supplies	for	computers	or	other	
vital	systems.	These	systems	provide	
emergency	power	during	outages	for	15	
minutes.
	 And	don’t	forget	that	sometimes	
blinks	or	dimming	lights	have	nothing	to	
do	with	your	power	provider.	Appliances	
right	in	your	home	can	cause	it.	Nation-
wide	an	estimated	50	million	homes	and	
buildings	have	outdated	electrical	wir-
ing.	The	National	Fire	Protection	Assn.	
estimates	nearly	one-third	of	an	average	
406,700	residential	fires	per	year	are	
related	to	wiring	problems.	If	you	have	
a	home	with	wiring	over	40	years	old,	
an	electrical	inspection	is	essential.	Ma-
jor	renovations	or	the	addition	of	major	
appliances	can	increase	electrical	loads	
beyond	what	an	older	home’s	electrical	
system	was	designed	to	handle.	
	 Lights	that	dim	when	refrigerator	
compressors	start	up,	circuit	breakers	
that	trip,	wall	plates	that	feel	warm	or	
buzzing	sounds	can	be	signs	of	wiring	
trouble.

Blinks indicate electrical system is functioning properly

Demco announces 2012 scholarship winners
	 DeMCo	takes	tremendous	
pride	in	supporting	public	edu-
cation	by	offering	our	annual	
academic	scholarship	program.
	 The	program	is	designed	to	
provide	financial	assistance	to	
those	students	who	have	dem-
onstrated	their	commitment	to	
learning	and	maximizing	their	
academic	potential.
	 Congratulations	to	these	
outstanding	young	students	
and	best	of	luck	in	the	future.

scholarship	winner	Brett	gross	and	DeMCo	
representative	haley	Meadows.

DeMCo	representative	Beverly	hodges	
and	scholarship	winner	gerrad	Andre.

DeMCo	representative	Jeff	lee	and	scholarship	
winner	Caleb	hart.

DeMCo	representative	larry	Jenkins	and	
lanastasia	Profit.

scholarship	winner	Aaron	Miller	and	DeMCo	
representative	David	latona.
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	 The	City	of	Central	and	
the	east	Baton	Rouge	Council	
on	Aging	proudly	opened	the	
Central	senior	Center	on	July	
12,	2012.		
	 The	event	was	well	at-
tended	with	over	180	seniors	
and	citizens	of	Central.	The	
Central	senior	Center	serves	
80-100	hot	meals	daily	and	
has	active	and	engaged	se-
niors	attending	the	center	Monday	through	Friday.	
	 The	center	was	a	much	needed	addition	to	the	community	of	Central	
and	the	eBR	Council	on	Aging	was	thrilled	to	partner	with	the	City	of	Cen-
tral	and	Future	hope	Ministries,	who	donated	the	space	to	house	the	new	
center.		
	 The	center	is	open	from	8	a.m.-2:30	p.m.	Monday-Friday	and	serves	
a	hot	lunch	daily.	For	more	information	contact	Ann	Watts,	Central	se-
nior	Center	Coordinator	at	225-261-4673	and	the	site	address	is	17070	
greenwell	springs	Road.
	 shown	from	left	to	right:	Tasha	Clark-Amar,	eBRCoA	executive	Direc-
tor;		DeMCo	representative	shinell	Aultman;	Ann	Watts,	eBRCoA	Cen-
tral	Center	site	Coordinator;		DeMCo	representative	haley	Meadows;	
shontell	leBeouf,	eBRCoA	Director	of	operations.

New central Senior center opens
	 Utility	poles	are	designed	and	
maintained	to	support	the	electric	
power	conductors	and	communi-
cations	cables	that	provide	vital	
services	to	countless	consumers.	
They	aren’t	designed	or	intended	
for	anything	else.
	 Signs,	posters	and	handbills	
don’t	belong	on	utility	poles.	In	
fact,	it’s	against	the	law	to	post	a	
sign	on	utility	poles.	Signs	not	only	
interfere	with	a	service	lineman’s	
access,	making	it	difficult	or	even	
dangerous	to	climb	the	pole,	but	
the	nails	and	staples	used	to	post	
these	items	may	damage	pole	
grounding	devices	or	the	lineman’s	
protective	rubber	gloves.	
	 Linemen	also	wear	special	
boots	and	climbing	“hooks.”	If	a	
spike	or	hook	hits	metal,	like	the	
head	of	nail,	they	can	be	deflected	
and	cause	a	fall	that	could	cause	
serious	injury	to	the	worker.
	 Often,	utility	officials	add,	
linemen	have	to	work	at	night	or	in	
foul	weather,	making	it	impossible	
to	spot	such	hazards.
	 Basketball	backboards,	bird-
houses	and	private	lighting	as	well	
as	any	other	devices	for	personal	
use	should	never	be	installed	on	
any	utility	pole.	During	hunting	season,	
some	hunters	even	hang	deer	stands	on	
utility	poles	which	can	be	especially	
deadly	should	the	barrel	of	a	rifle	or	
anything	else	come	in	contact	with	the	
uninsulated	overhead	power	lines.
	 Each	year,	hunting	season	also	
brings	an	increase	in	vandalism	when	
insulators,	poles,	transformers,	power	
lines,	meters	and	all	sorts	of	utility	hard-

ware	become	“targets”	for	sportsmen.
	 This	criminal	damage	is	not	only	an	
unnecessary	expense	and	causes	outages	
that	have	to	be	repaired,	it	can	also	be	
extremely	dangerous	not	only	for	those	
who	cause	the	damage,	but	for	person-
nel	who	have	to	deal	with	the	damaged	
facilities.	(Acct.	No.	80188468001)
	 A	damaged	insulator	can	cause	a	
power	line	to	fall	or	sag,	posing	a	risk	of	
electrocution.	

attaching signs to poles is illegal

Demco offers online
storm information

	 The	newly	designed	
DeMCo	website	offers	a	
wealth	of	information	for	all	
DeMCo	members	during	
and	after	hurricanes	or	vio-
lent	storms.	
	 DeMCo	will	be	updating	
in	a	real-time	format	all	out-
age	information	throughout	
its	power	delivery	system	
that	spans	seven	parishes,	
including	press	releases	
and	any	additional	informa-
tion	that	may	be	helpful	to	
our	members.	
	 simply	log	on	to	www.
demco.org	for	all	your	hur-
ricane	information.

	 Mayors	from	several	area	cit-
ies	participated	in	a	forum	spon-
sored	in	part	by	DeMCo	at	the	
DeMCo	headquarters	facility	on	
Aug.	16.		
	 Community	leaders	who	took	
part	in	the	leadership	north	pro-
gram	celebrated	their	final	meet-
ing	by	interacting	with	a	panel	
of	mayors	(from	left	to	right):	Dr.	
Marilyn	Cantwell	a	consultant	with	
the	City	of	Central,	Dr.	Bobby	soi-
leau	with	the	lsU	AgCenter	who	facilitated	the	meeting,	Central	Mayor	Mac	
Watts,	new	Roads	Mayor	Robert	Myer,	Zachary	Mayor	David	Amrhein	and	
Baker	Mayor	harold	Rideau.

Demco hosts mayors forum
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www.muellerinc.com 
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News Notes
						The	next	meeting	of	the	DEMCO	
Board	of	Directors	is	scheduled	for	
Thursday,	September	20,	2012,	at	6	
p.m.	Board	meetings	are	held	at	DEM-
CO’s	headquarters	facility	located	at	
16262	Wax	Road,	Greenwell	Springs,	
La.
Be	a	Wise	Health	Care	Consumer

	 How	do	smart	consumers	navigate	
an	increasingly	complicated	health	care	
system?
	 •	Keep	your	own	medical	records.	
What	happens	if	you	need	help	when	
traveling?	Make	a	list	of	your	medica-
tions,	providers	(with	phone	and	fax	
numbers)	and	allergies.	If	you	can	scan	
and	save	reports	or	test	results	online,	
you	can	then	access	them	remotely	
while	traveling.	
	 •	Prevent	problems.	Schedule	
regular	checkups	and	stay	current	with	
immunizations	and	screenings.
	 •	Arrive	at	appointments	prepared.	
Come	early	to	fill	out	paperwork,	and	
have	your	own	notepad	and	questions	

ready	in	advance.
	 •	Be	wise	with	drugs.	Read	labels,	
take	as	directed,	and	be	familiar	with	
side	effects	and	possible	drug	interac-
tions.	Buy	generics	or	purchase	by	mail	
when	available	to	save	money.	Keep	
first-aid,	anti-itch,	pain	and	cold	rem-
edies	on	hand.	Discard	expired	meds.
	 •	Save	the	ER	for	true	emergencies.	
Call	your	provider	(or	self-treat)	for	
low-grade	fevers,	minor	cuts,	rashes	and	
mild	sunburns.	Call	911	or	go	to	the	ER	
for	loss	of	consciousness,	uncontrol-
lable	bleeding,	signs	of	a	stroke	or	heart	
attack,	an	allergic	reaction	with	breath-
ing	difficulty	or	poisoning.
How	do	we	gain	from	daily	exercise?
	 Researchers	have	studied	the	effects	
of	exercise	on	longevity,	but	the	exact	
number	of	years	gained	from	exercise	
varies	among	studies.	
	 Overall,	results	confirm	that	regu-
larly	engaging	in	at	least	a	moderate	
level	of	physical	activity	can	help	you	
age	well	and	feel	better	in	later	years.	

Some	of	the	benefits	include:
	 •	Lower	risk	of	death	and	disability	
from	heart	disease.
	 •	Lower	risk	of	high	blood	pressure	
and	cholesterol.
	 •	Lower	risk	of	premature	death.
	 •	Lower	risk	of	type	2	diabetes.
	 •	Lower	risk	of	colon	and	breast	
cancers.
	 •	Healthy	weight.
	 •	Healthy	muscles,	bones	and	joints.
	 •	Better	sleep	and	digestion.
	 •	Better	mental	skills.
	 •	Better	balance,		less	risk	of	falling.
	 •	Better	sports	performance	and	
more	energy.

Best	Habits	
for	Improving	Cholesterol

	 Many	people	can	improve	blood	
cholesterol	levels	and	ultimately	heart	
health	by	lowering	total	cholesterol	and	
LDL	levels	and	raising	HDL	with	some	
practical	steps.
	 1.	Lose	excess	weight,	especially	
around	your	waistline.

	 2.	Add	daily	aerobic	walking	to	
raise	cardiovascular	fitness.
	 3.	Cut	saturated	fat	by	limiting	
meats	and	full-fat	dairy	foods.
	 4.	Avoid	transfats,	which	are	often	
used	in	processed	foods	that	list	par-
tially	hydrogenated	fats.
	 5.	Add	soluble	fiber	(found	in	oats,	
dried	beans,	squash	and	apples	)daily.
	 6.	Eat	at	least	two	servings	of	fatty	
fish	each	week	for	omega-3	fatty	acids.
	 7.	If	you	smoke,	quit.	Kicking	
tobacco	can	improve	heart	factors	and	
health	in	general.
Lucky	Account	Number	Contest
	 The	Lucky	Account	Number	Con-
test	continues	this	month	with	four	
winners	in	this	edition	of	Along	These	
Lines.	Before	you	continue	looking	
through	this	edition	for	your	winning	
number,	look	for	your	account	number	
printed	above	your	mailing	address.	
Locate	this	number	anywhere	in	this	
issue	and	win	the	$25	prize.	To	claim	
your	prize,	please	call	225-262-3072.

	 There’s	one	thing	in	my	life	that	
brings	both	delight	and	aggravation	but	
which	I’ll	never	completely	figure	out	–	
I	mean,	besides	women.
	 It’s	the	guitar.
	 Now,	before	you	read	any	further,	
understand	I’m	no	relation	to	the	people	
who	make	Gibson	Guitars.	That	doesn’t	
mean	I	never	fantasize	that	one	day	
some	long-lost	relative	is	going	to	shake	
loose	from	a	distant	limb	on	the	family	
tree	and	emerge	as	the	original	Gibson	
Guitar	mogul	and	treat	me	to	a	lifetime	
voucher	for	free	six-strings,	plus	all	the	
gear	I	can	damage.	
	 I’m	probably	producing	bad	karma	
in	that	regard	because	I’ve	never	actu-
ally	purchased	a	Gibson,	mostly	because	
they’re	too	dang	expensive.	Maybe	if	I	
cough	up	$12,000	for	a	vintage	era	Les	
Paul	“Goldie,”	dear	old	Uncle	Gotrocks	
Gibson	might	make	an	unexpected	ap-
pearance	at	the	next	family	reunion.
	 And	I’m	also	not	related	to	Billy	
Gibbons,	the	guitarist	with	ZZ	Top	who	
sports	a	long	wiry	beard	that	hangs	
down	to	his	belt	buckle.	And	just	as	
I	have	no	claim	to	the	Gibson	Guitar	
fortune,	I	have	none	of	Billy	Gibbons’	
cool.	That	guy	is	cool,	as	in	cool-cool,	
old-school	cool.	Not	manufactured,	
tattoo-flaunting,	voice	auto-correcting	
pseudo-cool	like	you	see	today.
	 He’s	so	cool	that	even	though	The	
Rev.	Willie	G	is	just	his	nickname,	
engaged	couples	ask	him	to	offici-
ate	at	their	weddings.	He’s	so	cool	his	
trademark	hillbilly	beard	is	something	
people	are	fascinated	by,	yet	they	don’t	
really	want	to	have	one	growing	out	of	
their	own	face.	If	you	can	pull	off	some	

strange	facial	feature	-	let’s	say	a	pair	of	
muttonchops,	for	instance	-	and	make	
them	look	so	slick	that	they	somehow	
enhance	your	image,	you	know	you’re	
cool.	
	 Though	I’m	not	profiting	from	the	
Gibson	Guitar	gold	mine,	I’ve	some-
times	wondered	if	I	could	make	some	
pocket	change	playing	on	the	street.	
I	figure	you	only	have	to	know	one	
three-chord	song,	a	song	that’s	just	long	
enough	for	people	to	pass	by	at	shuffling	
tourist	speed.	I	remember	as	a	teenager	
that	every	time	I	went	down	to	New	
Orleans	I	would	see	the	same	street	
musician,	a	guy	who	bore	a	striking	re-
semblance	to	circa	1970s	John	Lennon.	
But	the	guy	seemed	to	have	only	one	
song	in	his	arsenal:	Mr.	Bojangles.	
	 He	had	a	fascinating	interpretation	
of	that	song	that	caught	my	attention.	
But	I	remember	the	first	time	I	saw	him,	
I	listened	for	a	few	minutes,	then	walked	
around	the	Vieux	Carre	for	a	while	and	
when	I	circled	back	he	was	playing	that	
same	song.	Months	later,	I	went	down	to	
New	Orleans	again,	found	the	same	guy	
with	the	same	guitar	on	the	same	street	
corner	playing	the	same	song.	I	gave	
him	a	few	bucks	so	he	could	go	out	and	
buy	some	sheet	music	and	maybe	learn	a	
new	song	or	two.

	 I’ve	considered	giving	guitar	
lessons,	but	I	don’t	think	I	have	the	
patience.	I	envision	the	second	or	third	
session	going	something	like	this.
	 Me:	“Okay,	let’s	go	through	this	
again.	The	G	chord.	Put	your	middle	
finger	here	on	the	E	string,	third	fret.	Put	
your	index	finger	here	on	the	A	string,	
second	fret.	Put	your	ring	finger	on	the	
lowest	string,	third	fret.	Now,	press	
down	real	hard	and	strum.”
	 Student:	“Ouch,	that	hurts!”
	 Me:	“Haven’t	you	been	practicing?!”
	 Student:	“No.”
	 Me:	“Well,	what	have	you	been	
doing?!	You	said	you	wanted	to	learn,	
didn’t	you?	So,	why	haven’t	you	been	
practicing?	What	have	you	been	doing	
that’s	more	important?”
	 Student:	“I	dunno,	I…”
	 Me:	“I	told	you	that	you	need	to	play	
to	build	up	callouses	on	your	fingers.	
Haven’t	you	been	listening?”
	 Student:	“But	it	hurts	when	I	play.”
	 Me:	“Let	me	go	over	this	again,	Ein-
stein:	you	have	to	play	with	sore	fingers	
for	awhile	to	get	to	the	point	where	your	
fingers	don’t	hurt	any	more.	Don’t	you	
understand	that?	What’s	hard	to	under-
stand	about	that?!”
	 Student:	“You’re	mean.”
	 Me:	“Well,	you’re	a	crybaby.	Do	

you	think	you’re	going	to	be	able	to	just	
pick	up	a	guitar	and	start	playing	like	
that	stupid	video	game,	Rock	Star,	or	
whatever	it’s	called?”
	 Student	(sobbing):	“Waah.	I	think	
my	fingertips	are	starting	to	bleed.”
	 Me:	“Hey,	watch	that!	Don’t	get	
your	blood	on	my	guitar.	What	do	you	
think,	just	because	my	last	name	is	
Gibson	that	I	own	a	guitar	factory	or	
something?!	Guitars	don’t	grow	on	
trees.	Look,	loser,	just	get	out	of	here	
and	don’t	come	back	until	you	can	stop	
whining.	There’s	no	whining	in	rock-
and-roll.”	(Acct.	No.	80211005001)
	 Another	thing	I’ll	never	figure	out	
about	the	instrument	is	how	the	guitar	
slingers	from	my	era	such	as	Eddie	Van	
Halen	and	Angus	Young	play	with	vir-
tuoso	dexterity	while	A.	running	around	
the	stage	like	a	wild	man	set	on	fire,	
and/or	B.	being	stoned	to	the	gills.
	 Pick	up	an	electric	guitar,	maybe	
knock	back	a	few	shots	for	good	mea-
sure,	then	start	running	around	your	liv-
ing	room	and	jumping	up	and	down	on	
the	furniture	and	you’ll	see	what	I	mean.	
It	always	baffled	me	how	they	never	
seemed	to	miss	a	lick.	
	 Though	I’m	resigned	to	the	fact	
I’ll	never	master	the	musical	axe,	I’m	
proficient	enough	to	have	some	fun	with	
it	and	I’m	glad	I’ve	always	had	a	guitar	
within	reach	to	play	when	the	urge	hits.	
	 To	anyone	who’s	ever	thought	about	
learning	how	to	play,	I	encourage	it.	But	
if	you	choose	to	buy	a	new	or	used	gui-
tar	for	yourself,	check	to	see	if	it	comes	
with	a	box	of	Band-Aids.	
	 And	don’t	ask	me	to	teach	you	how	
to	play	it.

Waiting for uncle gotrocks gibson to deliver the guitar goods

Viewpoint
by Billy gibson

Director	of	Communications
Association	of	louisiana	electric	Cooperatives



regional arts council of Zachary 
presents first fall art crawl

	 The	Regional	Arts	Council	of	Zachary	will	present	the	first	annual	Fall	Art	
Crawl	on	saturday,	sept.	29,	2012,	from	6:00-9:00	p.m.
	 The	event	will	take	place	on	Main	street/Church	street	in	Zachary	and	the	
surrounding	areas	Downtown
	 Businesses	along	Main	street	and	downtown	Zachary	invite	artists	to	
display	their	artwork	or	crafts	to	sell	and	open	their	doors	to	the	public	for	ap-
proximately	three	hours	on	the	saturday	night	of	the	event.		
	 There	will	be	live	music	at	various	locations	throughout	the	route	as	well	as	
scheduled	theatrical	productions	at	several	participating	locations.
	 The	Art	Crawl	will	begin	at	the	gift	gallery	Florist/shag	studio	shop-
ping	center	and	end	at	Jolynn’s	Boutique	next	to	Zachary	United	Methodist	
Church.
	 The	purpose	of	the	Art	Crawl	is	to	stimulate	economic	growth	in	our	local	
businesses	as	well	as	promote	the	sales	of	local	artists.
	 The	Art	Crawl	will	also	serve	as	a	fund-raiser	for	the	Regional	Arts	Council	
of	Zachary	(RACZ).
	 RACZ	is	a	non-profit	organization	whose	mission	is	to	support,	encourage,	
cultivate	and	enhance	all	forms	of	art	in	Zachary	and	surrounding	communi-
ties.
	 For	more	information,	contact	Joy	Petty	at	225-281-7197	or	email	info@
zacharyarts.org	or	joypetty@cox.net.
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Bedlam in central set for Sept. 29
	 The	City	of	Central	Rotary	Club	announces	“Bedlam	in	Central,”	an	
event	that	will	mark	Central’s	first	ever	bed	races.		
	 This	is	an	open	event	to	all	where	teams	will	compete	for	the	titles	
of	“Favorite	sleepwear,”	“Best	Decorated	Bed,”	and	the	coveted	title	of	
“Fastest	Bed.”		
	 The	exciting	event	will	be	held	on	saturday,	sept.	29,	2012,	from	9:00	
a.m.-noon	and	will	feature	fun	activities	for	the	entire	family.		
	 Activities	will	be	held	at	the	starkey	school	site	(the	old	Central	inter-
mediate	school	on	Joor	Road).	in	addition	to	the	bed	races	there	will	be	
activities	for	children,	a	silent	auction	and	Jambalaya	prepared	by	Jerry	
lee.
	 All	of	the	funds	raised	from	the	bed	race	will	benefit	the	Central	Com-
munity	Assistance	Foundation	(CCAF),	a	non-profit	organization	created	
to	solicit	and	receive	funds	and	resources	for	the	purpose	of	assisting	
students	and	their	families	who	live	in	the	City	of	Central	or	within	the	
geographical	area	of	the	Central	Community	school	system	and	are	in	
transition	due	to	economic	hardship	and/or	crisis.
	 For	more	information,	contact	the	City	of	Central	Rotary	Club’s	rep-
resentative	Jennifer	hinton	at	eMCo,	225-925-8900	ext.	722,	jhinton@
emcobr.com.		
	 entry	forms	and	additional	information	can	be	found	at	these	Central	
businesses:	The	Bank	of	Zachary	(Central	Branch),	DeAngelo’s	Central,	
DeMCo	(Wax	Road	office),	oak	Point	Fresh	Market,	Raising	Canes	in	
Central,	Ross	Tire	and	service,	Walgreens	and	Winn	Dixie.

	 Did	you	notice	your	electric	bill	
seems	high	this	month	and	wondered,	
“What’s	going	on?”
	 Chances	are	summer	temperatures	
are	making	your	air	conditioning	work	
overtime	and	forcing	your	family	
indoors,	and	that	means	you	are	using	
more	electricity.
	 Climate	control	is	the	number	one	
user	of	residential	electricity.	Bills	go	
up	dramatically	in	summer	when	you	
began	running	the	air	conditioning	on	
a	regular	basis.	When	temperatures	
are	extreme	or	
you	may	have	
a	problem	with	
your	system,	
such	as	a	defec-
tive	thermostat	
or	clogged	air	
filters,	power	
use	can	also	
be	higher	than	
normal	even	in	
summer.
	 There	are	
some	things	you	
can	do	to	reduce	
energy	use.
	 Change	
air	filters	and	
inspect	window	
caulking	and	
weather	stripping	around	doors,	for	
example.	Call	your	utility	or	heating/
air	conditioning	professional	for	help	
with	more	complicated	things	such	as	
thermostat	operation	and	compressor	
cycling.	Your	system	may	need	servic-
ing.
	 Inspect,	insulate	and	repair	the	
ducts	in	your	attic	and	under	your	
building	or	mobile	home.	If	your	ducts	
have	separated	or	have	holes	in	them,	
you	will	cool	your	attic	or	the	outdoors	
as	well	as	your	living	spaces.	
	 The	result	is	higher	bills	and	less	
comfort	inside	your	home.	Uninsulated	
and	separated	ducts	can	increase	usage	
by	as	much	as	50	percent.	
	 It	is	very	important	for	efficient	
operation	that	your	air	conditioning	
and	heating	systems	be	serviced	at	
least	once	a	year	and	don’t	forget	to	set	
thermostats	at	78	degrees	and	use	fans	
to	circulate	cool	air	inside	your	home.	
	 Next,	check	your	electric	water	
heater	for	problems.	For	example,	a	
defective	thermostat	can	cause	the	
heating	element	to	fail	to	cut	off,	re-
sulting	in	continuous	operation.	
	 In	two-element	heaters,	the	failure	
of	one	element	can	cause	the	other	to	
operate	more.	Check	all	faucets	for	
drips.
	 Do	you	have	a	water	well?	A	
problem	often	found	with	wells	is	a	

condition	called	“waterlogged.”	The	
cushion	of	air	above	the	water	in	the	
pressure	tank	is	lost,	causing	the	tank	
pressure	to	drop	rapidly	when	the	
pump	cycles	off.	When	this	occurs,	
the	pump	continuously	cycles	on	and	
off,	causing	much	higher	than	normal	
electric	usage.
	 Remember	to	consider	your	living	
habits	as	well.	Perhaps	you	have	a	
growing	family	and	recently	purchased	
a	computer	or	a	dishwasher.	Do	you	
and	your	family	spend	hours	at	a	time	

surfing	the	Internet?	Do	you	have	
summer	guests	who	stay	for	weeks	and	
leave	the	lights	on	or	do	innumerable	
loads	of	laundry?	All	of	these	activities	
use	electricity.
	 When	school	is	out,	your	children	
are	home	during	the	day,	using	more	
electricity,	leaving	the	front	door	or	the	
refrigerator	open—and	doing	so	day	
after	day,	all	day	long.	Every	time	you	
open	a	refrigerator	door,	out	rushes	the	
cold	air	and	in	rushes	the	hot	air,	wast-
ing	more	energy	dollars.
	 To	have	a	better	understanding	of	
how	you	use	your	energy	dollar,	you	
can	begin	to	read	your	meter	on	a	daily	
basis.	
	 By	subtracting	the	previous	day’s	
reading	from	the	current	reading	at	the	
same	time	each	day,	you	can	see	how	
many	kilowatt	hours	you	are	using	
during	a	24-hour	period.	Keep	a	diary	
of	your	activities	to	determine	what	
uses	the	most	energy.
	 Also	pay	attention	to	the	billing	
cycle	noted	on	the	front	of	your	bill.	
Some	billing	periods	may	account	for	
27	days	of	power	use	while	another	
bill	might	account	for	33	days.	
	 Call	us	with	any	questions	you	
have	about	your	electric	bill.	Our	staff	
will	be	glad	to	answer	your	questions	
and	help	you	find	ways	to	cut	your	
electric	bill.

Why is my electric bill 
so high this time of year?
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Meeting	of	July	19,	2012
	 The	board	of	directors	of	
DEMCO	held	its	regular	monthly	
meeting	Thursday,	July	19,	2012.		
Board	President	Richard	Sitman	
called	the	meeting	to	order	at	6:00	
p.m.		
	 The	board	then	approved	the	
minutes	of	the	previous	meetings,	
new	member	list,	Treasurer’s	Report	
and	Operations	Committee	report	as	
written.		 	 The	Purchasing	Committee	report	

was	presented	by	Randy	Lorio,	
committee	chairman,	after	which	
the	board	approved	a	resolution	to	
approve	a	10	percent	increase	in	unit	
prices	for	overhead	and	underground	
service	effective	August	1,	2012.		
	 From	the	Finance	Committee	
report	Steve	Irving,	committee	chair-
man,	reviewed	the	Interest,	Fuel	Cost	
Adjustment	and	Financial	Summary	
reports.	The	board	then	approved	
a	resolution	reclassifying	those	

accounts	disconnected	in	March	
2012	as	uncollectable.		
	 Danny	Berthelot	gave	the	ALEC	
report	with	no	action	taken.
	 Leslie	Falks	presented	the	Dixie	
Business	Center	and	the	DEMCO	
Foundation	reports	with	no	action	
taken.
	 John	Vranic	presented	the	Man-
ager’s	report	with	no	action	taken.
	 Jim	Ellis	presented	the	Attorney’s	
report	with	no	action	taken.

From	the	Board	Room

Demco Board members receive committee reports

I ’m sav ing $212 a  year  by  sea l ing  a  few cracks . 
Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how the  l i t t le  changes 
add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

I’M TIGHT WITH 
MY MONEY.  
AIRTIGHT.

J.k. Johnson
Denham Springs, la

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDermy
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Our People - Your Power

We’re DEMCO, but to our 
  members we’re known as 

demco.org

Preparing for hurricane season is a way of life for all of us in 

Louisiana.  Let us help you prepare this storm season by visiting 

DEMCO.org where you can download important safety tips, 

learn what to do if you lose power, view real time outage 

information, and stay updated on ensuing storms with live 

hurricane tracking.  Log on to DEMCO.org to prepare your 

family and home.  DEMCO puts the power in your hands!   


